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| nt roduction

1. On 10 April 1990, the Republic of Korea acceded to the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (hereafter "the Covenant"). The
Covenant became effective for Korea on 10 July 1990.

2. Since the subm ssion of the initial report, the Republic of Korea has
carried out a variety of changes and reforms to protect and prompte human
rights. Legal and institutional policies to pronmote human rights, anong others,
have provided for stringent rules governing detention, anmended | abour-concerned
Acts to conformto the international standard and expanded | egal assistance for
t he underprivileged. During the past few years, continued efforts have been made
to build a nore denocratic society that is commtted to justice and respect for
human rights. They include: extension of the welfare entitlenents for wonen and
t he handi capped; reformof the Nationality Act to nake the acquisition of
nationality easier; better pronotion of denocracy through the extensive
application of the principle of |local autonomy; and the introduction of the
Real - Nanme Systemin the financial and real estate sectors for the enhancenent of
econom c fairness. However, nore remains to be done to ensure the full enjoynent
of human rights, and the Republic of Korea is striving continuously to inprove
the situation. The new Governnent, which was inaugurated on 25 February 1998
after the first peaceful transition of political power since the establishnent
of the Republic, is dedicated to strengthening the protection of human rights

t hrough the sinultaneous pursuit of denocracy and a market econony.

3. Thi s second periodic report, taking into account the Guidelines regarding
the formand content of periodic reports from States parties and the Comrittee's
di scussions on the initial report, describes the neasures that Korea has taken
to i npl ement the Covenant in the five years following the initial report's

subm ssion as well as the subsequent progress and devel opment.

. GENERAL COMMENTS

4, The system for protecting and pronoting human rights in the Republic of
Korea is explained in the second periodic report on the International Covenant
on Civil and Political R ghts (CCPR/ C/ 114/ Add.1). In sunmary, the Republic of
Korea is a denocratic republic that is governed under a presidential system
based on the principle of checks and bal ances. Sovereignty rests with the
peopl e. The National Assenbly, the Admi nistration and the Court are vested with
| egi sl ative, executive and judicial powers respectively. The Governnment strives
to provide full protection of basic human rights for all citizens, to observe
international treaties, and to preserve the peace of international society.

5. The conpetent authorities for matters of human rights are detailed in the
initial report on the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(CCPR/ C/ 68/ Add. 12) and the initial report on the Convention against Torture and
O her Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatnment or Punishnment (CAT/C/ 32/ Add.1). The
procedures for ensuring against violations of human rights are detailed in the
initial report on the present Covenant. In summary, the courts are vested with
judicial powers, the Constitutional Court rules on infringenents of
constitutional rights by the exercise or non-exercise of public powers. The
Governnment is operating |egal-aid programmes to provi de assistance for the
under privil eged. The services include free |egal consultations, assistance with
litigation costs, free procuration and defence for the accused. The Nationa
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Assenbly, non-governmental human rights organizations and the media carry out
the rol e of guardians of human rights. In addition, the Government is planning
to establish a "National Human Ri ghts Commi ssion” to better protect and pronote
human rights.

6. The initial report on the Covenant has been wi dely distributed to the
authorities and bodi es concerned. This publication was followed by the
publication and distribution of the comrents of the Committee on Economc

Social and Cultural Rights on the initial report. Also, the comrents was taken
into consideration in the establishment of policy by the authorities concerned.
The subject of "International Human Rights Law' was included as part of the 1997
curriculumat the Judicial Research and Training Institute, where public
prosecutor and judiciary candidates are trained for a period of two years before
receiving their lawer's licence and appoi nted as public prosecutors or judges.
Lectures have been offered on the main features of the Covenant as well as on
renmedi es for individuals whose rights were infringed.

7. A thorough description of the general economc, social and cultura
situation in the Republic of Korea can be found in the initial report on the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Mre detailed information
is included in the rel evant paragraphs of this report.

8. Article 1 of the Covenant, which recognizes the right to self-
determ nation, is addressed in detail in the Republic of Korea's initial report
on the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

9. I nformati on concerning the application of articles 2 and 3 of the Covenant
is described in detail in the relevant parts of the initial report, the second
periodic report on the International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri ghts and
the rel evant paragraphs of this report.

10. The Governnent has been exerting great efforts to realize the ideals of
gender equality set forth in article 3 of the Covenant, and the present
situation is addressed in detail in the initial report and the second periodic
report on the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

11. Wth regard to articles 4 and 5 of the Covenant, which provide for
[imtations of rights under the Covenant, the Korean Governnment does not
interpret these provisions so as to infringe upon, in any manner, the rights and
freedons recogni zed under the Covenant, or to limt liberties beyond the
limtations specifically established by the relevant articles, as was indicated
in the initial report and the second periodic report on the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

I'1. 1 NFORMATI ON ON SPECI FI C ARTI CLES OF THE CONVENTI ON

Article 6. The rights to work

1. Guarantee of the right to work

12. The Constitution of Korea establishes and protects the doctrines of human
dignity and value (art. 10), equality before the law (art. 11), freedom of
vocational choice (art. 15) and the right to decent living conditions (art. 34).
Al so, article 32 guarantees the right to work and the duty of the State to
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protect and ensure this right, declaring that "Every person has a right to work"
and that the "State shall endeavour to prompte workers' enploynent, guarantee
reasonabl e wages with social and econoni c neasures, and enforce the m ni mum wage
system as provided by law' (para. 1). "The | abour standards shall be provided by
| aw t o guarantee human dignity" (para. 3). To realize these constitutiona

i deal s, the Korean Government is inplenenting aggressive enploynent policie to
guar antee productive enploynment as well as overall neasures to protect |abour
condi tions and enhance workers' welfare.

2. The | abour nmarket

13. In the early 1990s, the enploynment environnent in the | abour market
changed rapidly due to a high degree of specialization of industrial structures,
automati on of production facilities and domestic business fluctuations. In terns
of the | abour supply side, there were denpgraphic changes in the popul ation
such as the slowdown in the gromh rate of the economically active popul ation
and an agi ng society. Furthernore, people began to avoid doing the so-called
"3D work" (dangerous, difficult, dirty) which was a trend attributable to a
general ly higher |evel of education and an inprovenment of their |iving
standards. O her changes were rapidly occurring, such as : factory

shut down/ cl osure due to structural adjustnment of industries, reduction of
wor kf orce demand owi ng to progression of automation, and increase of demand for
a workforce with special and advanced technol ogy attributable to a high degree
of specialization of the industrial structure.

14. During the early 1990s, the decrease in the economic gromh rate led to an
i ncrease in unenploynent. But the situation had inproved in 1995 and 1996 and an
unenpl oyment rate of 2.0 per cent was nmaintained, which led to secure

enpl oynment. The economically active popul ation and the participation rate in
economi c activities were increasing steadily, especially with the entrance of
femal e workers into the | abour market. New female | abour led to a continuous
increase in wonmen's participation rate in econom c activity.

Table 1: Enploynent trend

(Unit 1,000 persons, %
Classification 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
EAP 19048 19 426 19 803 20 326 20797 21188 21604
2.7 (2.9 2.9) (2.6) (2.3) 2.9) (2.0)
EAPR - Maes- 60.6 60.0 61.1 61.7 62.0 62.0 62.2
Femades 747 75.3 76.0 76.4 76.5 76.1 75.6
473 473 47.2 479 485 48.7 495
Employed people 18 612 18 085 19 253 19873 20377 20764 21048
(2.9 (3.0) (2.8) (3.0) @27 (1.9) (1.9)
Unemployment rate 23 24 28 24 20 20 26

Not e:

The nunbers in parentheses show the percentage increase

conpared with the sane period of the previous year

Source:

Nati onal Statistical Ofice, "Annual report on the economcally

active popul ati on".

EAP:
EAPR:

Econom cal |l y Active Popul ation
Econom ¢ Activity Participation Rate.
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15.
(i.e.

t he previous week).
Korea is planning to cal cul ate the unenpl oynent

Currently,

However ,

Korea uses the ILO nethod to cal cul ate the unenpl oynent
wor kers are asked whet her they were actively engaged in finding jobs for
with its accession to the CECD i n Decenber

rate

1996,
rate using a four-week standard

i nstead of the previous one-week period, which is the nmethod adopted by nost of
t he OECD St at es.

16.

spite of stabilization of the overal
al t hough t he nunber
t he previous year.

Since 1991,

t he nunber

Table 2: Enploynent trends,

t he nunber
enpl oynment situation in |abour
in 1994 and 1995 conpared with
of workers in the field of Socia

of workers increased a bit
The nunber

of workers engaged in agriculture,
fishery has decreased steadily. And in the manufacturing industry,
experienced stable growth so far

forestry and

whi ch has

of the workers is declining in

by industry

mar ket ,

Over head Cost
(SOC) and service businesses is increasing continuously. The ratio of permanent
jobs vis-a-vis tenporary jobs is decreasing.

(unit: 1,000 persons, %
Mining & Manufacturing SOC and other serviceindustries
Industry) Agriculture Wholesales, Banking,
year Forestry . Manufactu- ) Retailing, Transportation Private
Fisheries Mining . Total Construction _
ring Hotels, Worehouses, Services
Restaurants Electricity
1992 2991 4891 4828 11079 1658 4419 1638 3364
(-2.4) (-3.4) (-3.3) (5.6) (5.6) (8.1) (8.0) (0.9)
1993 2828 4704 4652 11721 1685 4848 1711 3488
(-5.4) (-38) (-36) (5.8) (1.6) (9.5) (4.5) (3.7
1994 2699 4735 4695 12 403 1777 5198 1761 3667
(-4.6) (0.7) (0.9) (5.8) (55) (7.4) (2.9) (5.1)
1995 2541 4799 4733 13037 1896 5358 1857 3926
(-5.9 (1.9 .7 (5.1 6.7) 3.1 (5.5 (7.1)
1996 2405 4701 4677 13 657 1968 5628 1927 4135
(-5.4) (-2.0) (-2.0) (4.8) (38) (5.0) (3.8) (5.3)
1997 2324 4501 4475 14 223 2004 5799 2002 4419
(-5.4) (-4.3) (-4.3) (4.1 (1.8) (3.0) (3.9) (6.9)
Not e: The figures in parentheses represent rates of change fromthe

previ ous year.
Sour ce:
active popul ati on".

Nat i onal

Statistical

Ofice,

" Annual

report on the economically
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3. Enploynent policy

(a) Introduction of new legislation for enploynment policy

17. The Governnent enacted the "Basic Enploynent Policy Act” in Decenber 1993.
This act prescribes that the State shall draw up basic plans for enpl oynent
policy and establish conmprehensive enpl oynent policy neasures ainmed at

devel opi ng workers' vocational abilities and pronoting enployability. It also
sets out the basic course and neans for the national policies of stabilizing
enpl oyment by raising effectiveness in the | abour market and bal ancing the
demand for and supply of the workforce.

18. The Enpl oynment | nsurance System which was introduced in accordance with

t he Enmpl oynent | nsurance Act (Dec. 1993), has been in place since July 1995.
This systemis designed to provide unenpl oyed workers wi th unenpl oynent benefits
to stabilize their living, provide job placenent services to pronote enpl oynent
and re-enployment, and support the devel opment of workers' vocational ability.
This system has laid the groundwork for policy responses to structura

unenpl oyment caused by industrial restructuring and active | abour-market policy
measures. Wth the introduction of this system Korea now has four nmjor socia

i nsurance systens, the other three of which are industrial accident conpensation
i nsurance, health insurance and national pension

19. In Decenber 1996, the "Act concerning |nproved Enpl oynment of Construction
Wor kers" was enacted. This act introduced the retirenment provident society
system for construction workers who represent a high proportion of the manua
wor kf orce but have generally been poorly protected by governnmental policy due to
their high nobility and tendency of being hired on a daily basis. Consequently,
the act formed a basis for enpl oynent stabilization, vocational devel opment and
wor kers' wel fare pronoti on.

(b) Job placenment and vocational gui dance

20. Nat i onal -1 evel enpl oynent services are being provided at 53 organi zations:
46 | ocal |abour offices and 7 manpower banks. Manpower banks have been set up
and i ndependent vocational counsellors hired in order to renove inefficiency in
enpl oynment services and offer nore systematic job placenent services. These
nati onal -1 evel enploynent service agencies are closely |inked to other public
enpl oynment agenci es, including enploynent information centres and job

i nformati on of fices under |ocal governnents.

21. The Central Enploynment Information Ofice (CEIO publishes the "Wekly

W de- Area Job Information” and gives it out free of charge to provi de needed

i nformati on on job vacanci es and the | abour market for job seekers and job
providers. In addition, |ocal |abour offices offer weekly, free-of-charge
publications to provide job information in 21 fields and run a round-the-cl ock
audi o response system (ARS) to give job seekers information on job vacancies. In
1996, the nunber of ARS users total ed 348,306, which neans that an average of
954 calls were made every day. Since 1997, a nore advanced ARS service has been
provi ded by six regional |abour adm nistrations, including the Seou

Admi ni stration, so that callers can narrow down the scope of information by

sel ecting the ternms and conditions of enploynent. In addition, job offers and
application registration, job information, vocational aptitude testing and other
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rel evant job services are offered through the Mnistry of Labour (MOL) honepage
on the Internet.

22. In July 1995, when the Enploynent Insurance System took effect, a database
was established to incorporate all the information on rel evant areas, including
j ob pl acenent, vocational training and education, |abour nmarket trends and
support schenes for enploynment adjustnent. The conputerized network for

enpl oyment managenent, which was set up in 1987, has been upgraded into a
conprehensi ve network that can cover nationw de job placenent situations. This
network is open to | ocal governments, as well as national-Ilevel enploynent
servi ce agencies. As of October. 1997, it is open to 52 |ocal |abour offices,
144 | ocal government offices, 17 branch offices of the Korea Manpower Agency
(KOW), and the Mnistry of Patriots and Veterans (a total of 214 offices).

23. The Governnent plans to expand the public enpl oynent service, in
particul ar by strengthening the functioning of manpower banks. Under the plan
20 nore manpower banks will be set up, especially in mgjor cities and industria
conpl exes, and i ndependent vocational counsellors, assistance staff and two
vocational guidance officers will be placed in each manpower bank to pronote job
pl acenent services. Likew se, independent vocational counsellors will be placed
in the Job Security Division and the Enploynment |nsurance Division of the |oca

| abour office (6 counsellors for each office, and a total of 276 counsellors for
46 offices), and 22 | ocal |abour offices, considered to be easily accessible by
the public, will be reorganized into a conprehensive enpl oyment service centre
whi ch provi des one-stop services about job placenent, vocational guidance and
unenpl oyment benefits.

(c) Vocational training and education

24, By the end of 1997, there were 95 public vocational training institutes

whi ch was 20 per cent of the total nunber of vocational training institutes
(473). To increase the participation and role of the private sector in the field
of vocational training, and to pronpote the conpl enmentary functioning of the
public and private sectors, the Governnent is trying to ensure that public
training institutes focus on basic and advanced skills for high schoo

graduates, the elderly, the disabled and other vul nerabl e groups, whereas
private training institutes provide basic and advanced training for specialized
j obs needed by conpani es and other jobs for which it is difficult for public
institutes to provide training.

25. In addition, in response to the changes in the industry, the human
resources devel opnent system has been inproved to produce multi-skilled workers
and, to this end, 19 training providers, well equipped with materials and
facilities for human resource devel opnent, have been new y designhated as

Pol ytechnic Col | eges. Training and educational curricula in those colleges

i ncl ude advanced technol ogi cal areas such as production automati on, nmechani ca
el ectronics, informati on and tel ecomunications facilities, and industria

desi gn.

(d) Pronotion of a variety of enploynent types

26. The current | abour |aws ban any worker supply activity, except for that
done by a trade union. However, there has been a w despread use of enployee
| easing in the | abour market. The Governnment has banned the practice since 1993,
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and as of Decenber 1996 it detected a total of 570 illegal suppliers and filed
charges agai nst 21 of them The problem however, is that the Governnent's
strict crackdown on illegal worker suppliers results in job term nation of

| eased enpl oyees and encourages rigidity in conpanies' enploynent practice. In
light of these circunstances, the Government, after consultations with workers
and enpl oyers, drew up the "Act relating to Protection, etc. for D spatched
Wor kers", which took effect on 1 July 1998. This act protects the work
conditions of dispatched workers (or |eased enpl oyees), pronotes a variety of
enpl oynent types and, at the same tinme, mnimzes the possible job insecurity
caused by the | egalization of worker dispatch programres.

(e) Active enploynment policy under the Enploynent |nsurance System

27. Since July 1995, unenpl oynent benefits -- one of the three schemes under
the Enpl oynent |nsurance System -- have been applied to workplaces with 30 or
nor e permanent workers, and the other two programmes (the enpl oynment security
project and the vocational ability devel opnent project) have covered workpl aces
with 70 or nore permanent workers. However, in March 1998, the unenpl oynent
benefits schene was expanded to cover workplaces with five or nore workers and
the other two schenes will cover workplaces with five or nore workers starting
fromJuly 1998. These enpl oynment insurance schenes will be expanded further to
i nclude workplaces with less than five workers and tenporary and part-tine
workers in July 1999.

Tabl e 3: Coverage of enploynent insurance

As of 30 April 1998 (unit: workpl ace/ person/ %
No. of workplaces No. of workers covered
covered Total Male workers Female workers

Total 130 488 4771013 3503 844 1267 169
All three schemes under Employment Insurance 35059 3581624 2661 747 919 877
System

Unemployment benefits scheme 95 429 1189389 842 097 342292

28. The Enpl oynment | nsurance Systemis financed by contributions frominsured

wor kers and enpl oyers who are policy-hol ders. These contributions are mainly
spent on unenpl oynent benefits, enploynment security projects and vocati ona
ability devel opment projects. The maxi mum premumrate for the insurance is

3 per cent, and the rate varies depending upon the trend in revenue and expense
of the insurance system and other rel evant econom c conditions. The current
premiumrates for each of the three schenes are: 0.6 per cent of total payrol
for unempl oynent benefits, 0.2 per cent for enpl oynent security projects and
0.1-0.5 per cent (depending upon the size of a conpany) for vocational ability
devel opnent projects.

29. Enmpl oyment security projects under the Enploynment |Insurance System are

ai med at increasing enploynent security by preventing unenpl oynent caused by
changes in the industrial structure and the business environment; pronoting the
enpl oyment of wonen, the elderly and other vul nerable groups; and facilitating a
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reasonabl e distribution and utilization of human resources by pooling rel evant

i nformati on on job vacancies and job applicants. To this end, financial support
is given to enployers, in the formof tenporary shutdown subsidy, job conversion
trai ning subsidy, business start-up education/training subsidy, workforce

redepl oyment subsi dy, new recruitment subsidy, job adaptation training subsidy,
pronmoti on of elderly enployment subsidy, re-enployment pronotion subsidy,

chil dcare | eave promption subsidy, and childcare facilities pronotion subsidy.
In addition, the loan project is in place to help enployers cover the expenses
of building or expanding in-plant childcare facilities.

30. The vocational ability devel opment project is designed to establish a
life-long vocational training systemunder which workers can continuously
devel op and inprove their own abilities throughout their working Iives.

Enmpl oyers who carry out in-plant vocational training will be provided with

90- 100 per cent (70-80 per cent in cases of |large conpanies) of the training
costs, and enployers who provide their workers with vocational training
conducted at junior colleges or higher-|level educational institutions or Labour
M ni stry-designated training institutes, are given 70-90 per cent of the
trai ni ng expenses. Also, enployers who offer their workers with service duration
of one year or |longer, paid | eave | asting 30 days or |onger and pay themthe
usual wages or higher for the period, are provided with the workers' wages and
70-90 per cent of the training expenses within the [imt of 6 mllion won

(4 mllion won in cases of |arge conpanies).

31. Under the vocational ability devel opnent project, financial support is

al so given to workers. In cases where retired workers aged 50 or ol der take
trai ning courses at vocational training institutes or educational institutions,
they will be provided with 90 per cent of the tuition fees within the limt of
1 mllion won. In cases where insured workers to be di splaced, and displ aced
wor kers who were previously insured, take training/education courses for

busi ness start-ups, they will be provided with the entire training/education
expenses. In addition, for insured workers who enter or attend Pol ytechnic
Col | ege or junior colleges or higher-level educational institutions, a |oan
project is in place to I end the workers noney for tuition at a | ow annua
interest rate of 1 per cent, and the |oan shall be paid back within four years
after a grace period of two years. Furthermore, re-enploynent training is
provi ded for unenpl oyed workers who need to | earn new skills and techni ques to
find new jobs. Financial support and training allowances are given to the
training providers and the workers concerned to cover the training costs.

32. Unempl oynent benefits are intended to stabilize the welfare of unenpl oyed
workers and their famlies and to prompote re-enploynment through a systenmatic
provi sion of information about jobs and vocational training. The unenpl oynent
benefits are divided into two types of allowances: job-seeking all owance and
enpl oynment pronotion allowance. The forner is for stabilizing the welfare of
unenpl oyed wor kers and hel ping them | ook for new jobs w thout serious financia
difficulties, while the latter is for pronoting re-enploynent. The enpl oyment
pronmoti on al |l owance can again be divided into four types: early re-enpl oynent
al  owance, vocational ability devel opnent all owance, wi de-area job-seeking

al  owance and noving all owance. A worker is entitled to job-seeking all owance if
he/ she has been insured with Enpl oynment Insurance for a mninmm period of 12 of
the last 18 nonths. The anpunt of the job-seeking all owance equals 50 per cent
of the previous average wage and is paid for 60-210 days, dependi ng upon the
period of being insured and the age at the tinme of being unenpl oyed.
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j ob-seeking benefits

Period of being insured
Age at the time of Morethan 5 years
h : More than 6 months | More than 1 year More than 3 years
job-leaving and less than 10 10yearsor longer
and lessthan 1 year |and lessthan 3 years |andlessthan 5 years years
Y ounger than 30 60 days 60 days 90 days 120 days 150 days
Aged 30-50 60 days 90 days 120 days 150 days 180 days
Aged 50 or older 60 days 120 days 150 days 180 days 210 days
4. Support for enploynent of vul nerable groups

(a) Policy neasures for wonen's enpl oynent

33. Along with the steady economc growth, the increase in wonen's notivation
to work and the Government's policy nmeasures directed to inprove circunstances

for wonen's enpl oynent have pushed up wonen's economic participation rate. In
1997, the rate was 49.5 per cent and it is expected to go up further
Table 5: Trend in econonmically active wonen
(unit: 1,000 people, per cent)
No. of people aged 15 or older
- Economic
Year Economically active population Economically [ o ticipation Unempl oyment
Total non-active rate (%) rate (%)
Subtotal Employed Unemployed population
1980 12 659 5412 5222 190 7247 42.8 35
1985 14 258 5975 5833 141 8283 41.9 2.4
1990 15 897 7474 7341 133 8423 47.0 18
1995 17 307 8363 8224 139 8944 48.3 19
1996 17593 8568 8434 134 9025 48.7 16
1997 17 866 8843 8639 204 9023 495 2.3
Sour ce: Nati onal Statistical Ofice, "Yearbook of the Economically
Active Popul ation".
34. The Constitution of the Republic of Korea advocates the principle of
equality, prescribing in article 11, paragraph 1, that all citizens shall be
equal before the |law, and there shall be no discrimnation in political
economi c, social or cultural life on account of sex, religion or social status.
This principle is also declared in article 5 of the Labour Standards Act: "An

not discrimnate agai nst workers by sex, or conduct
discrimnatory treatnent in relation to the conditions of enploynent according
to nationality, religion or social status.” The Equal Enploynment Act, which was
enacted in 1987 as an enbodi nent of the principle of equality, provides for the
"prohibition of discrimnation in recruitnent and hiring," "equal paynent for
wor k of equal value,” "prohibition of discrimnation in education, job

enpl oyer shal
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depl oynment and pronotion,"” and "prohibition of discrimnation in retirement and
dismissal." The Governnent's commitnent to realize equal paynent for work of
equal value is clearly shown in its ratification of the ILO Convention (No. 100)
concerni ng Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Val ue
i n Decenber 1997.

35. The Governnent revised the Equal Enpl oynent Act substantially in August
1995 to pronote wonen's enpl oynent and working conditions. Wth the revision

any discrimnation in the areas of workers' welfare, including benefits paid in
cash or in kind and housing | oans, has been banned. In addition, a provision was
added to the Act stating that workers' representatives, including wonen workers,
shall be consulted when criteria for determ ning work of equal value are set up
This provision creates a legal framework to ensure that the principle of equa
paynment for work of equal value is effectively honoured.

36. In a related nove, the Governnent has cl osely exam ned the rul es of

enpl oynment, which govern actual working conditions, for a variety of conpanies,
and has urged enpl oyers to renove any discrimnation, if any, against wonen
workers in relation to recruitnment, hiring, wages and retirement. As a result,

t he gender-based personnel managenent in the banking comunity (the so-called
female teller system, which was notorious as a gender-discrimnatory systemin
t he past, was abolished. Since 1997, the Governnment has gui ded conpanies wth
100 workers or nore to correct any gender-discrimnatory working conditions,

i ncl udi ng wage cal cul ati on net hods.

37. The Labour Standards Act and the Equal Enploynent Act are currently
applied to workplaces with five workers or nore. That is, conpanies with four
wor kers or fewer are excluded fromthese acts. However, an alternative
protective nechanismis set up for the workers of these conpanies: if a worker
suffers from any di sadvantage in job enploynent or pronotion, the |ocal |abour
of fi ce concerned advi ses the enployer to correct the situation and offers the
wor ker information on settlenent by the Civil Proceeding Act.

38. In order to relieve the burden of childcare for fam lies and thus support
the entry of married women into the |abour market, the Covernnent established
"Policy Measures for Expansion of Childcare Facilities" in October 1994. During
the period 1995-1997, a total of 1.3 trillion won were spent to invest in or

| end noney for building childcare facilities. As of the end of 1997, there were
15, 365 childcare centres and 158 of them were conpany-based. In another effort
to expand childcare facilities, the Government assigned 9.4 billion won in 1997
to provide financial support for covering the installation costs of childcare
centres set up jointly by small and m d-sized conpanies (2.72 mllion won per
centre). The Government al so strongly supports setting up public childcare
centres by the Korea Labour Welfare Corporation. Also, since 1995, the

CGover nment has provided financial support to cover nursery teachers' wages for
conmpani es whi ch run workpl ace chil dcare centres.
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Table 6: Yearly trends in childcare centres

(As of Dec. 1997)

Vear Total Sate-run or public Private childcare Company- based Home-based childcare

childcare centres centres childcare centres centres

1992 4513 720 1808 28 1957

1993 5490 837 2419 29 2205

1994 6975 983 3091 37 2864

1995 9085 1029 4125 87 3844

1996 12 098 1079 6 037 117 4865

1997 15 365 1158 8172 158 5877

39. The Equal Enpl oynment Act provides for a "childcare | eave schene."™ Under

this provision, when a worker with a child younger than the age of one applies
for childcare | eave for the purpose of taking care of the child, her or his

enpl oyer can give the leave. To facilitate the spread of this schene, the
Government introduced in July 1995 a "subsidy for childcare | eave pronotion."
The current (1997) anmount of this subsidy, which is paid to an enpl oyer who

of fers childcare | eave, is 90, 000-135,000 won per nonth per worker. In addition
a "subsidy for women's re-enploynment pronotion" was introduced to facilitate
reempl oyment of wonen workers who have left the conmpany on grounds of pregnancy,
confinenment and chil dcare. An enployer who re-enploys a femal e worker |ike the
ones mentioned above within a certain period of time is provided with a one-tine
subsi dy, the anpbunt of which is determ ned by the Mnister of Labour on an
annual basis.

Tabl e 7: Paynents of childcare | eave pronption subsidy

Payment cases
Year Sandards for subsidy amount Total amount of paid
No. of companies .
subsidy
Large companies: 80,000 won per
1995 month per W.ork(.er .
Small and mid-sized companies: -
68 56 million won
120,000 won per month per worker
1996 The same as above 442 1 446 million won
Large companies: 90,000 won per
Gl e i s
pan 473 2 031 million won
135,000 won per month per worker
40. In an effort to develop the vocational ability of the femal e workforce and

i ncrease wonen's participation on the industrial floor, 10 girls' technical high
school s have been new y established and 98 technical high schools, which were
previously open only to mal e students, have been converted into co-ed schools.
The wonen trai nees who have taken vocational training at |east once during the
1993-1996 period total 107,000, or 16.2 per cent of the total trainees. The
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proportion of wonmen anong the trai nees of public vocational training institutes
increased from®8.2 per cent in 1994 to 11.7 per cent in 1996.

Tabl e 8: Trends on wonen's vocational training

(unit: person)

Public
. . In-plant training Authorized private
Year Total vocational training o L
L Institutes training institutes
ingtitute
1993 32682 2682 22013 7988
1994 35283 2663 26 100 6 520
1995 37 644 2555 29 291 5798
1996 34077 5174 22367 6536
1997 40 324 10232 23112 6 980
41. "Wor ki ng Wonen's Centres" were set up to stimulate econom c activeness and

provi de vocational ability devel opnent opportunities for married women who find
it difficult to get training in ordinary training institutes due to household
responsi bilities, including childcare. From 1993 to 1996, three centres were set
up each year, and in 1997, five nore centres were newly built bringing the tota
nunber to 17. Working Wmen's Centres give short-term (less than six nonths)
trai ning courses covering computers, electronic publishing, reading guidance,
cooki ng, hairdressi ng, housekeeping, etc. and provide job placenment services in
cl ose cooperation with conmpanies. Since 1993, a total of 19,292 wonen have

recei ved vocational training and 8,565 of them becanme enpl oyed. In addition
42,572 wonen have taken social and cultural education courses.

(b) Enpl oynment pronotion of the disabled

42. The Korean CGovernnment enacted the "Act relating to Enpl oynment Pronotion,
etc. for the Disabled" to pronote enployment, vocational rehabilitation and

enpl oynent security for disabled people and help them | ead decent |ives.
Furthernmore, in May 1996, with a view to significantly increasing the enpl oynent
of the disabled, the Government re-exam ned the existing policy neasures for
enpl oynment of the disabled and established the "Five-Year (1996-2000) Plan for
Enpl oyment Pronotion of the Disabled.” The plan's 380-billion-won budget has
been spent on supporting vocational training institutes for the disabl ed,
bui | di ng vocational junior colleges for the disabled, and creating business
environnents in which the disabled can find jobs nore easily.

43. Under the Act relating to Enpl oynent Pronotion, etc. for the Disabled,

| arge companies with 300 workers or nore are obligated to enpl oy disabled
workers. In 1993, the Act was revised to raise the quota for disabled workers to
2 per cent fromthe previous 1.6 per cent. An enployer who does not conply with
the conpul sory quota nust pay a fine the amount of which is determ ned by the

M ni ster of Labour in consideration of the |level of m ninmmwage. The nunber of
di sabl ed workers enpl oyed by | arge conpanies increased from8,764 in 1991 to
10,185 in 1996, and the nunber of disabled public officials working for nationa
or |local governnents also increased, from1,698 in 1991 to 2,999 as of June
1997.
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44, Mor eover, when an enpl oyer hires nore disabled workers than required by
the quota, the Governnment provides financial support. In cases where the conpany
has fewer than 300 workers, financial support is provided with the "enpl oynent
of the disabled promotion subsidy.” During the period from 1992 to June 1997,

1.79 billion won and 5.46 billion won were paid for financial support and
subsi di es, respectively. As an additional nmeasure to pronote the new hiring of
di sabl ed workers, the Governnent has spent 1.82 billion won as of June 1997 in

subsi dies to enployers who keep newy hired di sabl ed workers enpl oyed for one
year or |onger.

Table 9: Trends in the enploynent of the di sabled

(units: person, per cent)

Companies National and local governments
Year No. of disabled Ratio of disabled No. of public No. of disabled Ratio of disabled
No. of workers workers workers officials public officials public officials
1993 2013363 8843 0.44 279 480 1987 0.71
1994 2092 055 9097 0.43 280 887 2181 0.78
1995 2238490 9582 0.43 279 849 2309 0.83
1996 2279116 10185 0.45 294 594 2926 0.99
June 1997 2279116 10185 0.45 293167 2999 1.02
45, In June 1997, the Government designated 16 schools as "Special Schools" to

pronote vocational training institutes for the disabled and inprove their
skills. Since then, the Government has offered additional subsidies, for
exanple, to support training facilities. In addition, 15 public vocationa
training institutes, evenly scattered throughout the country, were designated as
"vocational training providers for the disabled.” These institutes are required
to ensure that at least 5 per cent of trainees are people with disabilities and
are allowed to set up special courses or new courses for both ordinary and

di sabl ed trai nees. These designated training institutes are also given
government subsidies to inprove training facilities and amenities and to pay
training instructors a special allowance for training or job placenent. In
addition, private vocational training providers are granted a subsidy for

trai ning equi pnent and tools and a loan for facility installation

46. The "Vocational Rehabilitati on Conprehensive Centre"” is scheduled to open
in February 1999. This Centre, which will be built in Kyonggi province, wll
perform vocational training, vocational rehabilitation and research for severely
di sabl ed people. Also, a "Vocational Junior College"” will be built in Pusan by
March 2000, to train disabled workers to be highly skilled.

(c) Pronmoting enploynent of the elderly

47. The proportion of the elderly aged 55 or ol der anpng the whol e popul ati on
i ncreased from 12.6 per cent in 1993 to 14.3 per cent in 1997, and is expected
to exceed 16 per cent in early 2000. In response to the rapid aging of society,
policy neasures have been devel oped to help the elderly find jobs suitable to
their ability. The enploynment rate of the elderly has increased substantially
from4.82 per cent in 1993 to 6.24 per cent in 1996.
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48. To pronote enploynment of the elderly, the Governnment created a |ist of
occupations which are considered appropriate for the elderly, and has urged

sel ected conpanies to give preference to elderly people in enploying workers. In
1992, a list of 20 jobs was nmade and, in 1995, another 20 jobs were added to the
list. Surveys were conducted at the end of 1997 to find nore proper jobs to be
added to the list. The goal of enploynent rate of the elderly among the |isted
occupation is set at 80 per cent by the year 2000 and the Governnent wil |
strongly encourage conpanies to enploy nore elderly workers. A "subsidy for

enpl oynment pronotion of the elderly” has been in place since 1996 to support
conpani es where 5 per cent or nore of the workers are elderly workers. Under
this subsidy schene, 5,154 conpani es have received a conbi ned amount of

6.4 billion won. Another schene ainmed at pronoting enployment of the elderly
people is a "subsidy for the new hiring of the elderly” which is given to

enpl oyers who newly hire elderly workers.

(d) Promoti ng enpl oynment of |owincone people

49. Support to | owincome people had been given in the formof socia

assi stance, but it became necessary to provide themw th opportunities for
vocational training so that they could achieve self-reliance. Accordingly, since
1993, vocational training for |owincone people has been carried out to help
them attain self-sufficiency and earn higher incones.

50. The vocational training is given to | owincome people or the unskilled
potential workforce, such as livelihood protection recipients, parentless
children protection recipients, |lowinconme farm ng and fishing fam|li es,

unenpl oyed workers, people with disabilities, servicenmen to be di scharged,
housewi ves, the elderly, jobless youths, and m ddle or high school students who
do not advance to higher-level schools. Their training tuitions are fully
covered by the Government's subsidy, and they are provided with a training

al  owance during the training period. In addition, when trainees get a job after
acquiring qualifications or finishing training courses, they are given an

al  owance which is designed to raise the effectiveness of vocational training.
In 1997, 17,684 out of a total of 26,339 trainees finished training courses, and
7,321 people obtained jobs (the placenent rate is 41.4 per cent). The target
nunber of trainees for 1998 was 100, 000.

Article 7. Wrking conditions

1. Safety of working conditions

51. Under the Labour Standards Act which took effect in 1953, basic working
conditions (including wages, working hours, holidays, |eave and dism ssal) have
been legally protected. To inplenent the Act, as of May 1998, 840 | abour

i nspectors are working in 46 | ocal |abour offices throughout the country. The
maj or mandates of the | abour inspectors are conducting | abour inspections at
wor kpl aces, handling petitions, and adm ni strative or judicial handling of
charges and suits filed by workers.

52. As of June 1998, the Labour Standards Act does not apply to workpl aces
with fewer than five permanent workers. However, the Government has run a
"Grievance Handling Centre for Workers of Mni-sized Conpanies” in |ocal |abour
offices in order to protect those workers. The Governnent has al so worked out
and di ssem nated a standard work-contract form which contains basic working
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conditions to mnimze the possibility of disputes over working conditions, and
has al so provided informati on services about sources of legal advice. It is
expected that sonme of the Labour Standards Act provisions will be extended to
wor kpl aces with fewer than five workers beginning in 1999.

53. The Labour Standards Act prohibits any discrimnation on the basis of
nationality. Therefore, foreign workers who are |legally enployed receive the
same protection as donmestic workers. However, foreign workers w thout any |awfu
stay or work pernmit are not covered by the Act. Still, protection on a

humani tarian basis is given to "industrial technical trainees" who have actually
provi ded | abour since February 1995. Some provisions of the Labour Standards Act
have been applied to them including those against forced | abour and viol ence
and concerni ng wage payments, working hours, holidays and | eave, the Industria
Acci dents Conpensation |Insurance Act and the M ni num Wage Act.

54, Since February 1994, retroactive to 1991, industrial accidents
conpensati on has been provided for illegal foreign workers. In addition
"Grievance Handling Centres for Foreign Workers" in each | ocal |abour office are
creating counselling services and handling overdue paynent cases.

Table 10: Protection of working conditions under the Labour Standards Act
Type of conditions Contents
Working hours adults 8 hours per day, 44 hours per week
minors (below 18) 7 hours per day, 42 hours per week
Extended working male adults not exceeding 12 hours per week only in the case of agreement between the employer and worker
hours concerned
female adults not exceeding 2 hours per day, 6 hours per week and 150 hours per year, only in the case of

agreement between the employer and worker concerned

minors (below 18)

not exceeding 1 hour per day and 6 hours per week, only in the case of agreement between the
employer and worker concerned

extended work allowance

additional 50% or more of the hourly rate of the usual wage

Night work women and minors night work (22;00-6:00) prohibited
night work allowance additional 50% or more of the hourly rate of the usual wage (in the case of mae adult workers)
Holidays weekly holiday 1 day per week (52 days per year), paid

Workers Day (May 1st)

paid holiday

holiday work allowance

additional 50% or more of the hourly rate of the usual wage
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Leave annual paid leave 10-day paid leave for workers who work afull year, 8-day paid leave for workers who work 90% or
more of ayear (1 day is added every year for workers with the service period of 2 years or longer)
monthly paid leave 1-day monthly paid leave (12 days per year)
menstrual paid leave (for 1-day monthly paid leave (12 days per year)
women)
pre-and post-natal leave (for | 60-day paid leave
women)
childcare leave (for women) | 1 year or shorter unpaid leave in the case of application
Retirement pay 30 days worth of wage is given for each year of continuous service, in cases of 1 or longer
continuous service
Dismissd preconditions dissmissals without any legitimate reasons are not allowed (in cases of employment adjustment, the
management shall make efforts to avoid layoffsin advance; work out fair criteriafor selection of
workers to belaid off; send 60-day advance notification to the workers; and make sincere
consultations with workers' representatives)
dismissal notification 30-day advance notification or 1 month worth of wage shall be given to the worker concerned
Temporary shutdown allowance 70% of usual wage in case the employer is held responsible for shutdown
Industrial accident compensation medical treatment compensation in cases of injuries or diseases arising out of work, temporary
shutdown compensation, disability compensation, survivor compensation, and funeral expenses

2. Quarantee of mninumwage

55. Si nce Decenber 1986, the M ni mum WAge Act has expanded its coverage on
several occasions and beginning in January 1990 has been applied to workpl aces
with 10 workers or nore. The Act was revised again to include coverage of
wor kpl aces with five workers or nore in 1998. More consideration will be given
for including workplaces with fewer than five workers.

56. The [ evel of mninmumwage is determ ned annually by the Mnistry of

Labour, taking into account the actual living costs, current wages and | abour
productivity. Before the final determ nation, the M nimum Wage Council reviews
the I evel of mninmum wages in accordance with occupation types. The |evel of

m ni mum wage i s revised upward every year. The nunber of workers who have
benefited fromthe m ni num wage system from 1992 through August 1998 is shown in
the tabl e bel ow
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Table 11: Nunber of workers who benefited fromthe nmni rum wage system
(units wor kpl ace, person)
. 1994 - . 1995 - . 1996 - .1997 -
1992 1993 Jan.-Aug. 1994 P P P =P
Aug.1995 Aug.1996 Aug.1997 Aug.1998
Coverage
Workplaces with 10 workers or more
No. of workplaces 88771 98 695 103 774 112 274 117 658 122 351
covered
No. of workers covered 4620 164 5045 064 4916 322 4863923 5380 697 5240135 5324834
No. of workers who 392 502 227519 102 312 103033 103191 127 353 123513
benefited by the system

Sources:

M ni stry of Labour

M ni mum Wage Counci |

(a)

Wage determ nation

57. During the 1988-1991 peri od,
Mai nly due to the high wage increase,

cent.

3.

Wages and i ncone

t he annual

"Survey on Situations in Workplaces";
"Report of the Survey on Wages".

wage increase rate was 18.2 per

prices and weak conpetitiveness were brought about.
sel ected 780 workpl aces and advised themto limt the wage increase rate to
bi ndi ng force,

5 per cent or |ower per year
so, in nost cases, the actua
58. In 1993 and 1994,

or gani zati on.

agreenent on the wage increase rate,
base wage i ncreases on the rate suggested by experts on | abour
public interests nenbers of the Centra
presented any recomended | evel,
and managenent .

t he Gover nnent

has not

t he Gover nnent
i ncrease rate agreed upon by the national-Ieve
In 1995 and 1996, because the two organi zati ons coul dn't
recommended that conpanies

principle of autononmous decision by | abour

wage | evel s have continued to increase every year
the nonthly average wage of companies with 10 pernmanent workers or
whi ch marked an 11.2 per

in 1997,

(b) Wage | evel

59. In recent years,
1996,

was 1,367,501 won,
year. However,

10 per cent,

cent

t he Gover nnent

This recommendati on had no | ega
i ncrease rate exceeded the recomrended | evel.

Tripartite Council.
rat her

econom ¢ probl ens such as high

In response, the Government

recommended conpanies to follow the wage
trade union and the enpl oyers
reach an

affairs and the

Since 1997,

however ,

adhering to the

efforts of workers and enployers to sl ow down the wage increase.

In
nor e

i ncrease over the previous
the average wage increase rate lowered to |l ess than
partly because of the econom c recession and partly because of the
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Table 12: Trends in wages and consuner prices
(units: won, per cent)
Nominal wage Consumer prices Real wage
Year
Amount Increaserate Index Increaserate Index Amount Increase rate Index
1992 869 284 15.2 711 6.3 86.0 1010795 84 82.8
1993 975125 122 79.8 4.8 90.1 1082 269 7.0 88.6
1994 1098 984 12.7 89.9 6.2 95.7 1148 364 6.1 94.0
1995 1222 097 112 100.0 45 100.0 1222 097 6.4 100.0
1996 1367501 11.9 111.9 4.9 104.9 1303623 6.7 106.7
1997 1463 300 7.0 119.7 45 109.6 1335128 24 109.2
Not es:
1. Real wages are the result of adjusting nom nal wages based on the
conmsuner prices of 1995
2. The benchmark year for wage i ndexes and consumer prices index is
1995.
3. Consuner price increase rates are annualized.

(c) Distribution of wages and i ncone

60. As the wage | evel has risen, inconme distribution has also inproved. The

| abour incone distribution rate, which had stood still at 61.0 per cent since
1992, rose to 63.7 per cent in 1996. Al so, the G ni coefficient decreased from
0.2732 in 1990 to 0.2540 in 1996, which is a sign of inprovenent in incone

di stribution.

61. In addition, wage gaps anong industries and those between genders have
been narrowed. However, the wage gaps anong conpanies of different sizes have
wi dened, although there was a slight inprovenent in 1997.

Tabl e 13: Labour inconme distribution rate

Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Labour income 60.2 61.0 60.4 60.0 61.2 63.7 64.3
distribution rate

Sour ce: Korea Labour Institute, "KLl Labour Statistics".

Table 14: G ni_coefficient

Year 1985 1990 1995 1996
Gini coefficient 0.3110 0.2732 0.2487 0.2540
Sour ce: M ni stry of Labour, "1996 Report of the Basic Survey on the

Wage Structure".
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Tabl e 15: Trend on wage gdaps

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Wage gaps between large and 114 1.26 1.35 1.35 141 1.38 1.36 1.38 1.40 143 1.38
small companies a/
Wage gaps between genders b/ 2.0 1.95 1.90 1.87 1.83 1.79 1.77 1.71 1.68 1.64 1.61
Sour ce: "Report of Monthly Labour Statistics Survey” by Mnistry of
Labour.
a) The average wage anong conpanies with 500 workers or more divided by
t hat anong conpanies with 10-29 workers.
b) The average wage of nmale workers divided by that of fenmale workers.

4. Labour welfare

62. The "Act on Pronotion of the Welfare of Workers in Small and Medi um
Enterprises” has been in effect since Decenber 1993 to pronmpote the wel fare of
workers in small and m d-sized conpani es, where welfare arrangenents for workers
are poor in conparison to |arge conpanies. In accordance with this act, the

M ni stry of Labour devises and inplenents basic plans for welfare pronotion,

i ncludi ng support for |ocal governments in installing and operating | abour

wel fare facilities and raising the "Labour Welfare Pronoti on Fund" to cover the
costs of promoting the welfare of workers in small and mid-sized compani es. The
|atter progranmme is financed by governnent investnment and profits fromlottery
sal es, and spent on (i) loans for house purchases or rents; (ii) |oans and
financi al support for livelihood stabilization: (iii) |oans and support for
school i ng expenses; (iv) support for installation and operation of public |abour
welfare facilities; (v) support and |loans for installation and operation of

wel fare facilities in small and m d-sized conpanies; and (vi) support for
cultural activities.

63. The "Act on Inprovenent of Working Life and Support for Enploynment
Security" has been in effect since August 1997. Under this act, the Governnent
runs savings accounts which (i) offer workers tax benefits; (ii) give financia
support to conpani es outside the coverage of the Enployment Insurance System
(iii) give financial support to conpani es which convert to a different type of
busi ness and still keep their workers enployed; and (iv) give subsidies to
conmpani es which re-enploy elderly or wonmen workers who are di splaced from
certain types of business.

5. Guarantee of industrial safety

(a) Rel ated | aws and requl ati ons

64. The Industrial Safety and Health Act provides for specific conditions to be
observed for the safety and health of workers. O her relevant |aws and
regul ati ons i nclude: the Enforcenent Decree and Regul ati ons of the Industria
Safety and Health Act, the Act on the Prevention of Pneunoconi osis and
Protection, etc. of Pnenoconiosis Wrkers, and the Enforcement Decree and

Regul ations of this Act. In addition, public notices, bylaws, directives,
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techni cal guidelines and standards for working environments give rel evant
regul ati ons or reconmendati ons.

(b) Current trend in industrial accidents

65. The industrial accident incidence rate has continued to decrease since the
m d- 1980s, and since the rate first recorded (0.99 per cent) in 1995, it stayed
bel ow 1 per cent until 1997. Regardi ng occupational di seases, despite the
energence of new occupational diseases, the number of workers who are suspected
to have occupational diseases has declined due to active prevention nmeasures. In
contrast, the nunber and ratio of workers who are suspected of having ordinary
di seases have increased, as a growi ng number of people have devel oped vari ous
adul t di seases, including chronic retrogressive disease.

Tabl e 16: Industrial accidents incidence rate

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
No. of workers a/ 7922704 7058 704 6 942 527 7273132 7893727 8156 894
No. of workers who suffered industrial 128 169 107 435 90288 85948 78034 71548
accidents
No. of industrial accident cases 125 755 105 330 88817 83480 76 388 70188
b/ 6.35 6.02 5.18 469 3.90 3.49
d 2.16 2.65 2.41 2.47 2.10 2.19
d 16.18 15.22 13.01 11.82 9.89 8.77
o 1.62 152 1.30 1.18 0.99 0.88
al The nunber of workers covered by industrial accident compensation
i nsurance
b/ No. of industrial c/ Total No. of work
acci dent cases days | ost
---------------- x 1,000, 000 s--------------- x 1,000
No. of yearly Total No. of yearly
wor ki ng hours wor ki ng hours
d/ No. of workers e/ No. of workers
who suffered who suffered
i ndustrial accidents i ndustrial accidents
---------------- x 1,000 —--------------- x 100
No. of workers No. of workers
Table 17: Ratio of workers who are suspected to have
occupational diseases or ordinary diseases
Unit : per cent)
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Occupational diseases 0.21 0.16 0.12 0.08 0.09 0.08
Ordinary diseases 321 371 4.03 459 5.42 6.12
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(c) Preventive neasures against industrial accidents

66. The Governnent introduced advanced systens for industrial safety and
health, including the MSMD (material safety data sheet), process safety reports,
and safety certification system This was done on three occasions (1994, 1995
and 1996) of revising the Industrial Safety and Health Act in an effort to
guarantee the safety and health of workers. Mreover, in 1995, the Government
established the "Special Project for Industrial Accident Prevention" and

i nvested 300 billion won to support mini, small and md-sized firms in taking
preventive neasures and upgradi ng safety facilities. The Governnent al so gave
techni cal counselling and gui dance about accident prevention and supported
upgradi ng safety facilities and safety and heal th managenment nechani sns in
conpani es that are engaged in work in which the likelihood of industria

acci dents and occupational diseases is very high. In addition, in 1996, the
Governnent laid out the "Three-Year Plan for Industrial Safety Pronotion” and
has since taken rel evant measures under the Plan

Article 8. Three major rights of workers

1. The right to organize and to act and bargain collectively

67. Article 33, paragraph 1, of the Constitution guarantees the three mgjor
rights of workers, stating that "to enhance working conditions, workers shal
have the right to independent association, collective bargaining and collective
action." To satisfy this provision, the Trade Union Act and the Labour Disputes
Adj ust ment Act were enacted in 1953. In March 1997, these two acts were
integrated into a new act: the "Trade Uni on and Labour Rel ations Adj ustnent
Act." This act contains provisions concerning (i) the freedomto organize trade
unions; (ii) autonompus collective bargai ning and concl usion of collective
agreements; (iii) legal binding force and validity of collective agreenments;
(iv) adjustnent and arbitration of |abour disputes; and (v) prohibition of
unfair | abour practices by enployers.

68. Article 5 of the Trade Uni on and Labour Rel ations Adjustment Act (TULRAA)
provi des that workers (whose |living depends on wages, salary and other simlar
types of income, irrespective of occupation) are entitled to freely join or
organi ze trade unions. This neans that workers nmay form enterprise-I|evel,

regi onal -1 evel, industry-level or occupational-level trade unions. Furthernore,
the provision banning plural unionismwas abolished to | egalize nultiple
federati ons or confederations of unions. Since the |egal revision, a nunber of
i ndustry-1level federations of unions have been established. However, for

i ndi vi dual conpanies, multiple unionismwas postponed until 2002. This grace
period is needed to conpl enent existing bargaining nethods and procedures so
that abrupt changes in bargaining practices will not |ead to unstable

rel ati onshi ps between workers and enpl oyers who are accustoned to traditiona
si ngul ar uni oni sm

69. Regardi ng the organi zation of a trade union, the Governnent adopted the
principle of "free organization" and the reporting system Wrkers shall submt
an application for the establishment of a union to the Mnistry of Labour, which
will, three days later, issue a certificate for the application. Unfair |abour
practices of enployers in relation to the formati on and operati on of unions
(e.g. any disnissal of or discrimnation against a worker on the ground that the
wor ker has taken part in justifiable collective activities, or dom nation of or
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interference with the formati on or operations of a trade union by workers) are
prohi bi t ed.

70. As of the end of 1996, the nunmber of trade unions and unioni zed workers
was 6,424 and 1,598,558 respectively, and the unionization rate was 13.3 per
cent. The unionization rate has grown grew rapidly since July 1987 because of
the great progress made in social and political denocratization. However, in
1990, the rate took a downward turn, mainly because accel erating industria
restructuring brought about changes in the enpl oynent structure.

Table 18: Trend in unionization

No. of unionized workers

Year No. of unions

Total Male Female
1992 7531 1734598 1323521 411077
1993 7147 1667 373 1265 859 391514
1994 7025 1659011 1285 627 373384
1995 6 606 1614 800 1254133 360 667
1996 6424 1598558 1259 626 338626

71. Trade unions take several forns: enterprise-level, regional-I|evel,

i ndustry-level, etc. As of the end of 1996, there were 26 industry-I|evel unions
whose nenbers were individual enterprise-level unions. Wth the abolition of the
provi sion banning nultiple unionismin March 1997, an additional 14 industry-

| evel unions were established by May 1998.

2. Restrictions on union nenbership and activities

(a) Wrking rights of public officials

72. Article 33, paragraph 2, of the Constitution states that "only those
public officials who are designated by |law, shall have the right to

organi zation, collective bargaining and collective action." Likew se, the State
Public Oficials Act and Local Governments' Public O ficials Act provides
restrictions on public officials' rights to organize and join trade unions.
Servi cenen, police officers, correctional institution officials and fire
fighters, all of whomare also public officials, are denied the three ngjor
working rights. These restrictions are based on the reasoning that those public
officials are in the unique position of being servants of the entire people and
are responsible for their safety.

73. However, public officials engaged in manual work at the National Medica
Hospi tal and public organizations belonging to the Mnistry of Information and
Conmuni cati ons and the National Railroad Adm nistration are entitled to organize
or join trade unions, because they are not covered by article 66 of the State
Public Oficials Act and article 58 of the Local Governments' Public Oficials
Act. In addition, in the wake of the Tripartite Conm ssion's agreenent in
February 1998 to guarantee public officials' right to organize, the Governnent
devi sed the "Act on Establishnment and Operations of Public Oficials" Wrkplace
Associ ati ons"™ which | egalizes workpl ace associ ations of public officials,

begi nning in January 1999.
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Table 19: Unionization of public officials

(As of the end of 1997)

Name of trade union Date of establishment No. of unionized workers
Railroad Trade Union 24 Aug. 1961 27 695
Postal Service Trade Union 24 Aug. 1961 23390
National Medical Hospital Trade Union 8 March 1963 250

(b) Working rights of teachers

74. In further efforts to guarantee workers' rights, the Korean Gover nment
made it | egal for teachers to unionize. On 6 January 1999, the "Act on Teachers
Uni oni zati on and Management" passed in the National Assenbly and came into
effect on 1 July 1999. By the enactnent, teachers' basic | abour rights such as
the right to organize and the right to collective bargaining were ensured in
accordance with recomendati ons of ILO and OECD

(c) Political activities of trade unions

75. Al t hough, with the revision of the | abour law in March 1997, the provision
banni ng political activities of trade unions was abolished, trade unions, along
wi th other organizations, were linmted to a certain level in relation to
political activities under |aws and regul ati ons concerning el ecti ons. However,
with the revision of the "Act on the Election of Public Oficials and the
Preventi on of Election Ml practices" on 30 April 1998, trade unions have been
able to carry out election canpaigns for or against a political party or a

candi date during the canpai gn period.

3. Labour relations reform

(a) Background of the new | abour |aws

76. The Presidential Conm ssion on Industrial Relations Reform including
representatives of workers, enployers and public interests, was set up in My
1996 to assess public opinion, balance the interests of |abour and managemnent,
and di scuss workabl e ways to revise the | abour |aws. Although the workers,

enpl oyers and public interests nmenbers of the Commi ssion shared the view that

| abour relation reforns were inperative for stronger conpetitiveness of
conpani es and higher quality of Iife for workers, workers and enpl oyers failed
to narrow their differences of opinions about sone sticking points.

77. In response, the Governnment fornmed, in Novenber 1996, the Industria
Rel ati ons Reform Pronoti on Comm ssion which consisted of the heads of rel evant
mnistries. This conm ssion prepared the Governnent's revision bill based on the

di scussion results and presented it to the National Assenbly in Decenber 1996.
On 26 Decenber 1996, only the | awmmakers affiliated with the then-ruling New
Korea Party gathered in the National Assenbly and passed the bill. But due to
the workers' strong resistance to the "new | aw, " another |abour |aw revision was
di scussed again in the National Assenmbly. Finally, in March 1997, new | abour
relations |aws, agreed to by both the ruling and opposition parties, came into
exi stence. The new | aws were ainmed at forming a basis for independent bargaining
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bet ween | abour and nanagenment, raising flexibility in the |abour nmarket and
el i m nating unreasonabl e systens and practi ces.

(b) Abolition of the prohibition of third party intervention

78. Wth the new | abour laws in place, article 13, paragraph 2, of the old
Labour Di sputes Adjustnment Act, which prohibited third party intervention, was
abol i shed and new provisions concerning the scope of people or organizations
from whom | abour and managenent may seek assi stance were added. That is to say,
trade uni ons and enployers shall be able to seek professional help concerning
col l ective bargaining and strikes, respectively, from upper-Ievel organizations
of | abour and managenent, those who are reported to the Labour M nister by

ei ther | abour or managenent, and others who are entitled to provide professiona
help by law. The "report to the Labour Mnister" entails a sinple procedure
which is intended to protect the independence of |abour and management from
unfair intervention of unwanted third parties. As of the end of Decenber 1997, a
total of 683,589 people were reported to the Mnistry of Labour to provide help
concerning collective bargaining and strikes in 185 workpl aces throughout the
country: 683,574 people in 182 workpl aces were reported by trade unions, while
15 people in three workpl aces were reported by enployers. Until now, the

M ni stry of Labour has not rejected any applications.

(c) Restrictions on arbitration by the authorities in disputes in the public
service

79. Under the old "Labour Disputes Adjustnment Act," arbitration by the
authorities was allowed for |abour disputes anywhere in the public service.
However, under the new | aw, only the essential public services (for exanple,
medi cal , water, electricity, gas and tel ecomruni cati ons) whose suspensi on woul d
clearly jeopardi ze people's everyday |lives, underm ne the national econony and
be difficult to replace by ordinary business firms, are subject to arbitration
by the authorities. Before the revision, arbitration was possible at the request
of the adm nistrative authorities or by the Labour Relations Comm ssion. In
conparison, the new | aw provides that arbitration is possible only by the Labour
Rel ati ons Commi ssion at the recomendati on of the Special Adjustnment Comm ssion
the adm ni strative authorities can no | onger request arbitration by the
authorities. The Special Adjustnment Comm ssion consists of three public interest
menbers of the Labour Rel ations Comm ssion, who are appointed by the Chairman of
t he Conmi ssi on.

(d) Adj ustnent of restrictions on collective actions by workers in the defense
i ndustry

80. Consi dering the Republic of Korea's mlitary and strategic situations, a
st abl e supply and nmanagement of major defence materials is extrenmely inportant
for national security and, therefore, article 33, paragraph 3, of the
Constitution provides for restrictions on collective actions of workers of major
conpanies in the defence industry. The problemis that under the old |abour

| aws, the workers who were working for those conpani es but who were al so engaged
in producing civilian products were also limted in enjoying their right to act
collectively. So the new | aw narrows the scope of workers who are prohibited
fromparticipating in collective actions to (i) those whose nmain job is to
produce defence goods; and (ii) those who are engaged in providing electricity
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or water services which are directly related to the production of defence goods,
all owi ng other workers who are engaged in office work or other work with no
direct relation to defence goods production to act collectively.

(e) Promption of the fairness and professionalismof the Labour Relations
Commi ssi on

81. The Labour Rel ations Comm ssion is conposed of the National Labour

Rel ati ons Commi ssi on, 13 Regi onal Labour Rel ati ons Conm ssions and Speci a

Labour Rel ations Commi ssions. Its purpose is to settle disputes regarding rights
or interests between |abour and management resulting fromunfair dism ssals or

| abour/ managenent di sagreenent on wages and ot her working conditions. Each
Labour Rel ati ons Conmmi ssion consists of nenbers representing workers, enployers
and public interests. While the representatives of the workers shall be

appoi nted from anong those recommended by the trade union and the
representatives of the enployers shall be appointed from anmong those recomended
by the empl oyers' association, the representatives of public interests shall be
el ected by workers and enpl oyers from anong persons recomended by the Chairnman
of the Labour Rel ati ons Conm ssion, the trade union and the enpl oyers
associ ati ons concer ned.

82. Addi tionally, the Labour Rel ations Conmi ssion Act was revised in Mrch
1997 to inprove the independence, fairness and professionalismof the

Commi ssion. For nore independent operations, the position of Chairman of the
Nat i onal Labour Rel ati ons Comr ssion was pronoted to the mnisterial |evel and
nore mandat es concerni ng personnel arrangenments, budget planning, genera
control over administrations, etc. were given to the Chairman. The public
interests menbers are divided into two groups: the adjudication group and the
adj ust ment group, each of which requires a set of qualifications.

Article 9. The social security system

1. Devel opnent of social security

83. The devel opment of social security is explained in detail in paragraphs
131 and 132 of the initial report on the Covenant.

2. The social security system

84. The social security systemis explained in detail in paragraphs 133 and
137 of the initial report on the Covenant.

(a) The nedical insurance system

85. The nedi cal insurance system which was inplenmented under the Medica

I nsurance Act enacted on 16 Decenber 1963 expanded its coverage to the whole
popul ati on excluding the low inconme strata (1,642,000 as of Dec. 1997) who could
not afford to pay their own contribution and who were covered by the nedical aid
programe. Universal coverage began on 1 July 1989.

86. The nedi cal insurance programme and its benefits are explained in detai

i n paragraphs 139 and 140 of the initial report on the Covenant. Cash Sickness
Benefits and Cash Maternity Benefits are excluded fromthe nmedical insurance
benefits package.
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87. Because the benefit period per year was |linmted to 180 days until the end
of 1994, patients who had chronic di seases or diseases requiring long-term
treatment were dissatisfied with the nedical insurance benefits. In 1991
however, the benefit period was expanded to 270 days and the conpl ai nts of
patients with medical insurance benefits were reduced. The benefits period
limtation for elderly or disabled people was lifted in 1996. The Korean
Government plans to expand the benefits period by 30 days annually and to
rescind the benefits period limtation by 2000 by revision of the Medica

I nsurance Act.

88. The insured or their dependents are required to share a part of their

medi cal expenses when they receive nmedical care services fromthe nedica

i nsurance programme. In the case of hospitalization, they pay 20 per cent of
total costs. For out-patient services, they pay 30-55 per cent of the tota
expenses depending on the class of the nedical care facilities. However, people
over the age of 70 years pay less of the cost-sharing for out-patient services
t han ot hers.

89. The enpl oyee's contribution to the nedical insurance programe is

determ ned by the constitution of each medical insurance society and ranges from
2 per cent to 8 per cent of the standard nonthly wage; the enployer should pay
hal f for the enpl oyee. The contribution rate of government and private schoo

enpl oyees is 3.8 per cent of the standard nonthly wage, and the Governnent pays
hal f for governnent enpl oyees. The enpl oyer should pay 30 per cent of the
contribution for private enployees and the Governnent subsidi zes 20 per cent.

90. For the self-enployed nedical insurance programe, the contributionis

cal cul ated on the basis of the incone, property, famly size and nunber of cars
they have. For the purpose of |essening the contribution burden of self-enployed
people in rural areas, the Government subsidizes a part of their contribution as
wel |l as all of the programme's administrative costs. The CGovernnent subsidized
for the progranme 1.05 trillion won in fiscal year 1998 which was 27 per cent of
the total expenditure, 1.5 per cent of the central government budget and 0.2 per
cent of GNP.

91. In order to ensure the financial stability of each nedical insurer and
decrease the financial differences between insurers, a fund-pooling progranme
for high medical fees, in which all insurers should participate, was introduced

in 1991. Beginning on 1 July 1997, if the nedical costs for an elderly person
exceed 1 mllion won per case, the amount exceeding 1 million won is paid from
the pool ed fund. A fund-pooling programme for the nedical fees of the elderly
has been used since 1995 in order to reduce the financial burden on the elderly.
It includes all hospital adm ssion charges for those over 60. As of 1997,

248.2 billion won were transferred fromthe enpl oyee nmedical insurers to the
sel f-enpl oyed nedical insurers by these two programres. Fund-pooling programres
contribute to the fiscal stabilization of the self-enployed nmedical insurance
soci eties, especially societies in rural areas which consist of many elderly
people and farmers. In the end, fund-pooling programres help to | essen the
burden on the elderly and farmers.

(b) Medi cal aid progranme

92. The nedi cal aid progranmme, which is an assistance programre, i s designed
for I owincome people who receive livelihood assistance and are excluded from
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the nedi cal insurance coverage due to the inability to pay medical insurance
contribution. This programe, funded by the governnment budget, provides the poor
wi th nedical benefits and is categorized into class | nedical aid for people in
nursing facilities, people designated as "human cul tural assets" by the
Government, people of national merit and victins of calam ties, and class I

medi cal aid for self-support care recipients receiving livelihood assistance. As
of Decenber 1997, this medical aid programre has protected 1,642,000 people.

93. The benefits package of medical aid is explained in detail in
par agraph 143 of the initial report on the Covenant.

94. Each | ocal governnent has established a Medical Aid Fund financed by the
central and |ocal governnment. In 1998, 539.6 billion won were provided for this
programe.

(c) Nat i onal Pensi on

95. The Korean Public Pension system consists of a National Pension scheme for
ordinary citizens and a special occupational pension scheme for governnent

enpl oyees, mlitary personnel and private school teachers. The Civil Servant
Schene was introduced in 1960, and was followed by the MIlitary Personne
Pensi on Scheme in 1963, the Private School Teachers' Pension Scheme in 1975 and
the National Pension Schene in 1988.

96. According to the anended National Pension Act of 1986 (inplenented in
1988), the National Pension Scheme covers Koreans who are between the ages of 18
and 60 and reside in the country. It was conpul sorily applied to enpl oyees and
enpl oyers in private workpl aces having 10 enpl oyees or nore. The compul sory
coverage was extended to workpl aces having five enployees or more in 1992 and to
farmers, fishermen and the self-enployed residing in rural areas on 1 July 1995.

97. The type of coverage is classified into (i) the workplace-insured person
such as enpl oyees and enpl oyers i n workpl aces having five enpl oyees or nore;
(ii) insured persons in rural areas, such as farmers, fishernen and the self-
enpl oyed; (iii) voluntarily insured people; and (iv) voluntarily continuing

i nsured people such as elderly people whose insured termis |less than 20 years
and whose age is from60 to 64. As of July 1997, the total number of insured
peopl e was 7,903, 000 (workpl aces, 5,687,000; rural area, 2,078,000; and

vol untary including voluntary continuing, 138, 000.)

98. Because the mninmum qualifying period for eligibility for the O d Age
Pension is 15 years or nore, and the National Pension Scheme has been

i mpl enented for 10 years, those people who were nore than 45 but | ess than 60 as
of 1 January 1988 did not have a sufficient nunmber of years to be eligible for
the O d Age Pension. To guarantee a pension eligibility for the elderly, those
covered for five or nore years have been paid a Special O d Age Pension and
farmers and fishernen over 60 but under 65 years of age on 1 July 1995 were

al | oned exceptional coverage. The current scheme has been applied to people who
are engaged in sone inconme-generating activities, but full-tinme housew ves or
worren who have run a business with their husbands are excluded fromthe

conpul sory coverage. However, if a woman di vorces her husband or remarries after
his death, she |oses her pension eligibility, causing a problemin old age

i ncome security. For this reason, the Covernnent has tried to guarantee wonmen's
pension eligibility.
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99. Under the National Pension Scheme, pension benefits include Od Age
Pension, Disability Pension and Survivors' Pension. Lunp-sum benefits include
Lunmp- sum Ref und and Lunp-sum Death Paynent. The O d Age Pension is paid to
peopl e who reach the age of 60 and who have been insured for at |east 20 years.
The benefit level is designed to ensure that people with 40 years of

contri butions whose incone |level is the same as the nmedi an value of all the

i nsured, would receive 70 per cent of their average lifetime wage. The
Disability Pension is paid to people who becone sick or injured during the
contributory period and who are physically or nmentally disabled after nedica
treatnment. The Survivors' Pension is paid to the survivors of the insured person
whose contributory period is one year or nore, or to the survivors of the dead
pensi oner. The Lunp-sum Refund is paid to people on the loss of their insured
status, whose contributory period is | ess than the mnimum qualifying period
required for pension benefits. The Lunp-sum Death paynent is paid when an

i nsured person dies. As of 31 June 1997, the total nunber of paynment cases was
4,981, 000, including 202,000 cases of Special O d Age Pension, 47,000 cases of
Handi capped Pensi on, 196,000 cases of Survivors' Pension and 4,532,000 cases of
Lunmp- Sum Ref und. Beacuse the scheme has been inplenmented for only 10 years, the
Full O d Age Pension has not yet been paid. Mdst of the benefits paid are for
Lunmp- sum Ref und because the conpul sory coverage is in the process of expansion

100. The financial resources of the National Pension Schene are mainly
dependent on the contributions of the insured people. The governnent budget has
subsi di zed 100 per cent (in the rural areas) or 50 per cent (in the workpl ace)
of the adm nistrative costs for the operation of the scheme. Al so, an anount
equal to one third of the contribution of those earning the | owest standard
mont hly i ncome has been provided as a subsidy for farners and fishernmen. The
Government provided 85.7 billion won in 1997 for the admi nistration and
operating costs of the National Pensions Corporation and in subsidies for the
contributions of farnmers and fishernen.

101. In June 1997, a task force for the long-termfinancial stability and
reform of the National Pension Scheme was established. By 1999, the conpul sory
coverage was extended to the self-enployed who are residing in urban areas so
that the National Pension Scheme can include all the country's people.

102. Details of the pension systemfor civil servants, including private schoo
teachers and mlitary personnel, are described in paragraphs 150 to 152 of the
initial report on the Covenant.

(d) Publi c assi stance

103. According to the Livelihood Protection Act (1961), Korea carries out
various programes to guarantee a m ni mum standard of living for those who have
little or no capability of earning a sufficient living for thensel ves.

104. The criteria for the selection of |ivelihood protection recipients include
a nonthly per capita famly inconme of |ess than 210, 000-220, 000 won, and
househol d property of a value of |less than 26-28 mllion won. In 1997, there
were 1,414,000 livelihood protection recipients. Recipients receive nonthly
livelihood aid expenses such as food costs. School entrance fees and tuition are
paid so that the dependents of the recipients may attend m ddl e school or high
school. Medical care is offered to the recipients in the event of accident or

di sease.
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105. For recipients who are capabl e of work, vocational training and financia
assi stance for operating a business are provided. Funeral aid and maternity aid
are also provided to the recipients. These progranmes are financed by the
central and | ocal governnents.

106. In addition, the Governnment supports the total cost of nedical expenses
for lowincone disabled people and provides grants to purchase and repair

wheel chairs, prostheses, braces, white canes, etc. The Government al so gives
45,000 won a nonth each to about 42,000 people with severe and conpl ex

di sabilities who cannot |lead their daily lives w thout the help of others.
Furthernore, the Governnent provides |oans for self-support to the disabled who
have the capability of earning a mnimumliving.

107. The Government provides allowances for |owinconme elderly people. It also
supports education and provides aid for famlies headed by nothers. In the near
future, the Governnent is planning to expand the scope of these programes and
enhance the | evel of support.

(e) Industrial Accident Conpensation |nsurance

108. The Industrial Accident Conpensation |Insurance Systemis designed to
conpensate workers for injuries, illnesses or deaths caused by work done for
enpl oyers. Under the system the Governnent collects an insurance premumfrom
enpl oyers on an annual basis in anticipation of cases where enpl oyers cannot
afford to pay adequate conpensation to workers or their famlies. For the
operations of this system the Industrial Accident Conpensation |Insurance Act
was enacted in Novenber 1963. This system had been under the direct control of
the Mnistry of Labour until April 1995, but on 1 May 1995, the Korea Labour

Wel fare Corporation (KLWC) was comm ssioned to adm nister the operations in
order to increase the efficiency and professionalismof insurance-rel ated tasks.

109. The Industrial Accident Conpensation |Insurance Systemis generally applied
to all workplaces. However, some business sectors (depending on the risk of
danger, size, business site, etc.) and workplaces snmaller than certain |levels
are excluded fromthe conpul sory application of the schenme. As of the end of
June 1997, 209, 000 conpani es had joi ned the insurance system and

8,092,000 workers at those workplaces were covered. The fund for industria
accident insurance is financed by the contributions (insurance prem un) nade by
enpl oyers, and part of the adm nistrative expenses of the insurance systemis
supported by the Governnment (9 billion won in 1996 and 10.89 billion won in
1997) .

110. Industrial accident conpensation is given when workers suffer injuries,

di seases or disabilities or die fromwork-related causes. The ki nds of insurance
benefits include nedical care benefits, sick |leave benefits (injury disease
conpensati on pension), disability benefits, surviving famly benefits and
funeral benefits. In order to protect workers who suffer industrial accidents
while working for a conpany obligated to join the insurance system insurance
benefits are given to the workers concerned, regardl ess of whether or not their
conpani es have joi ned the system

111. The current level of industrial accident conpensation is higher than that
recommended by the ILO In particular, the "M ni mum Conpensati on Systen sets
speci al standards for poor workers whose incones are so low that it is not
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reasonabl e to use their average wages for calculating disability benefits or
surviving famly benefits. In addition, if the average wage of the workers
concerned is | ower than the m ni num wage, the mnimum wage is used to cal cul ate
the amount of injury disease conpensation pension and shutdown benefits.

112. In order to stabilize livelihood and help build a basis for living for
severely disabl ed workers who have lost the ability to work because of

i ndustrial accidents, financial support is given to cover living costs and
school expenses. Moreover, in order to help injured workers recover, return to
their normal lives and rehabilitate thenselves, nedical facilities, self-help
wor kshops and rehabilitation facilities are in place.

113. The current Industrial Accident Conpensation Insurance System does not run
a special fund to finance conpensation for |long-terminjured/ di seased workers.
But if the conpany of a |long-terminjured/di seased worker is closed down, the
conpensation to be paid to the worker is financed jointly by all industria
sectors in proportion to the ratio of total wages of each industry.

(f) Social security budget

114. The Korean Governnent's social security budget has increased from

2.4 per cent of the Governnent's budget or 0.4 per cent of GNP in 1981 to

6.2 per cent of the budget or 1.0 per cent of GNP in 1997. The Government's
soci al security budget for 1997 was 4.2 trillion won. The rapid increase in the
soci al security budget over the past 16 years is due to the expansion of socia
security services, including the introduction of the National Pension Scheme in
1988, the expansion of medical insurance to the entire nation in 1989, the
expansi on of coverage of pensions to rural areas and the introduction of

enpl oynment insurance in 1995, and the inplenentation and expansi on of the public
assi stance programes descri bed above.

115. The Fund for Social Welfare contributed to by civilians is explained in
par agraph 166 of the initial report on the Covenant.

116. The Fund's reserves were 32.2 billion won in 1997, and the Fund donated
12.5 billion won in 1997. The operating systemis explained in paragraph 167 of
the initial report on the Covenant.

117. The Fund for Social Welfare conpl enented the governnental budget for
social welfare. It effectively served to pronmpote the participation of citizens
in social work and social causes through a cooperative rel ationship between the
Governnment and the private sector. Wth the Social Welfare Comunity Fund-
Rai si ng Act having been enacted on 1 October 1998, the existing Fund for Socia
Wel fare was termnated and the reserves have been noved to the Community Fund-
Rai si ng Organi zation. Wth the introduction of the Comunity Fund-Rai sing
System it will be possible to maxim ze the nobilization of civilian welfare
resour ces.

4. Social security expansion plans

118. Al Koreans in Korea are now covered by nmedical insurance and nedical aid.
However, the present "low fee/low benefit systeni cannot neet the demands of the
Korean people in terms of the quantity and quality of medical services. The
Government plans to change the present systeminto an "optinmal fee/optim
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benefit systeni with a view to converting the present health insurance system
focused on treatnent to a conprehensive National Health Insurance Scheme which
woul d include diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation and prevention. The Nationa
Pensi on Scheme, which covers workers enployed in workplaces with five or nore
enpl oyees, the self-enployed in rural areas, farmers and fishermen, will be
extended to all citizens by the early part of the next decade.

119. In 1997, the amount of benefits per person in the | owincome bracket was
104, 000 won per nmonth, which was an increase of nore than double over that paid
during the previous five years. The Government plans to continue to increase the
| evel of livelihood protection gradually until the recipients are on a |l eve
conparable to that of other citizens. The Governnment also plans to increase the
nunber of social welfare facilities, raise the famly welfare all owance and

i mprove famly welfare service programmes for the elderly, the disabled and
children. In addition, to inprove the social welfare delivery system the
CGovernment plans to establish and operate social welfare offices at city, county
and district |levels, which are the first levels of |ocal governnent.

5. I nternational cooperation

120. International cooperation to pronote social security in Korea is explained
in detail in paragraphs 170 to 172 of theinitial report on the Covenant.

Article 10. Protection of wonen, children, and the famly

1. Concept of famly

121. The concept of famly and the character of the famly systemin Korea is
expl ai ned conci sely in paragraphs 173 and 174 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

2. Social welfare policies for the elderly

122. Due to the continuous econom c growth, the high standard of living and the
advancenent of medical care in Korea, the |life expectancy of Koreans has
increased from69 in 1985 to 71.6 in 1990 and is expected to be 74.9 in 2000.
Accordingly, the percentage of the total population that is 65 years and over is
i ncreasing. This percentage was 3.1 per cent in 1970, conpared with 6.6 per cent
in 1998. The nunber of people over 65 is expected to be 3,371,000 in the year
2000, conprising 7.1 per cent of the whole popul ation. Mreover, the
correspondi ng proportion is expected to be 13.2 per cent in 2020. It is expected
that the welfare needs of the elderly will become diverse with the increase of
the elderly popul ation. The Korean Government has therefore established and has
been i mpl ementi ng conprehensive welfare policies for the elderly to prevent
soci al problens caused by the aging of society, inmprove the social status of the
el derly and guarantee the security of life of the elderly.

(a) Policies to enhance the economic security of the elderly

123. Special schenme to guarantee a m ninmum standard of living. Since 1991, an
ol d age all owance has been provided to poor, elderly people under the Livelihood
Protection progranme (a kind of public assistance programe). This all owance
system covered only a limted nunber of elderly people and its |level was deened
insufficient. Therefore, the Government has expanded the all owance to the
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el derly between the ages of 65 and 79 years (some 228,000 people), providing
35,000 won a month, and to the elderly 80 years and over (sone 36, 000),
provi di ng 50,000 won a nonth in 1997. In spite of the expansion of the Nationa
Pensi on Scheme, nost of the popul ati on 65 years and over are not covered by it.
Therefore, when the "Wl fare Act for the Elderly" was amended in 1997, old age
pensi on replaced old age all owance to enhance the self-reliance capabilities of
the el derly poor. The new ol d age pension systemstarted in July 1998.

124. Policies to enhance enpl oynent opportunities. There are three job

pl acenment programes that provide elderly people with an opportunity to earn
money by maki ng good use of their free tinme: (i) Elderly Enploynment Pronption
under the Enployment Pronmotion Law, (ii) Elderly Job Bank; and (iii) Elderly
Wor kpl ace. The Enpl oynent Pronotion Law stipul ates that 60 types of jobs
(selling bus tokens and cigarettes, attending parking |ots and public parks,
etc.) should be preferentially allocated to elderly people. In 1998, 70 Banks
were being operated by |ocal branch offices of the National Association of
Senior Citizens. The Governnment has established 481 Elderly Workpl aces in the
elderly welfare and elderly activity centres.

(b) Health and nedical policies for the elderly

125. Strengthening health and nmedical services. To prevent or diagnose
geriatric diseases at an early stage, the National Health Insurance Progranme
provi des benefits to the elderly for checkups. Free health exam nations are
provided to the elderly under the Livelihood Protection programe. To inprove
the health of the elderly, the Governnent has provided free health exam nations
that have been extended to cover special diseases, depending on the needs of the
el derly. Benefits under the National Health Insurance Programme were limted to
300 days in 1998 but the limtation will gradually be extended every year unti
it finally reaches 365 days a year by the year 2000. Since 1996 the limtation
was overruled only for the elderly and di sabled. This extension will provide
nore treatment opportunities for the elderly who have chronic di seases and need
nmore nedi cal care and | onger treatnent.

126. Special 10-year plan for the elderly with denentia. As the nunmber of
elderly with dementia increases with the agi ng popul ati on, the Governnment has
begun devoting attention to providing public care services for them The
Government will establish "Denmentia Reporting and Counselling Centres” wthin
every health centre to provide community-based services. Currently, there are

ni ne nursing hones that specifically take care of the elderly with dementia. In
addi tion, 15 nore nursing hones and nine hospitals for elderly dementia patients
are under construction.

127. Social care services for the elderly. The Government, realizing the
difficulties of caring for the elderly at home, has begun devoting attention to
soci al care services for the elderly. There are 52 home hel p service centres

whi ch provide various care services at honme. For the famlies incapable of
taking care of the elderly for the short term 31 day care centres and 15 short-
termcare centres are currently in operation

(c) Policies for creating nmeaningful and confortable lives for the elderly

128. Establishment of the elderly activity centres. Each of the nearly
30,000 (as of 1998) elderly activity centres is supported with 44,000 won a
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mont h for operational costs and 250,000 won a year for heating costs, both of
whi ch cone fromthe central CGovernnment's budget. Mreover, to enhance the
activities of the centres, information and vari ous programmes are being

devel oped and distributed, and ways to provide useful information on health and
wel fare, job placement, health insurance and pension in the centres are under
consideration. Also, aids to daily living, such as cleaning services and neal
delivery services, will be provided in cooperation with wonen's and youth
comunity associ ati ons.

129. Establishment of nultipurpose senior centres. To offer conprehensive

wel fare services |ike health counselling, cultural activities and recreation to
the elderly, five pilot multipurpose senior centres are being established in
Seoul and, eventually, nationw de. Eighty senior citizens centres are currently
in operation and will be expanded, focusing on netropolitan areas.

130. Expansion of the facilities paid for by the mddle-class elderly. To
satisfy the needs of the mddle-class elderly for high-quality |leisure and
housi ng services, central governnent agencies give financial support to private
sector entities providing social welfare services. The Government grants
5-6-billion-won |loans at low interest and tax reductions for private conpanies
participating in the establishment of homes for the elderly, nedical care
facilities and hospitals for the elderly, the care in which is paid for by the
beneficiaries. Also, the Government will continue to encourage welfare

i nvestment by the private sector.

131. Expansion of opportunities to participate in volunteer and socia
activities. The participation rate in volunteer activities is very |low due to a
| ack of social awareness, although sonme elderly people do participate in

vol unteer activities such as environnmental protection and traffic regulation
Because vol unteer activities can boost the quality of life of the elderly, both
physically and nentally, ways to pronote volunteer activity by encouragi ng ci Vi
activities and providing transportation fees are under consideration

(d) Boosting respect for the elderly

132. Celebration of the Elderly Wek and Day of the Elderly. The Governnent
celebrates "Elderly Wek" and "Day of the Elderly" on 2 Cctober with specia
regional activities as well as at workplaces to continue and develop the spirit
of respecting the elderly. In addition, the Government has given rewards to the
el derly who perfornmed exenplary acts for others and has organi zed sporting
events for the elderly and sem nars on aging.

133. Expansion of the senior discount system The discount systemfor the
elderly is applied to a total of 13 items, including the public transportation
fare (50 per cent of the second-class train fare, 30 per cent of the first-class
train fare, 20 per cent of the ship fare, 10 per cent of air fare and free
subway fare), for people aged 65 and over. This system helps to pronote respect
for the elderly and mtigate their econom c burden and will be expanded with the
cooperation of other mnistries.

3. Policies for pronotion of the rights of the child

134. The child wel fare programre, which was started to protect war orphans
after the Korean War, was expanded to cover all children under the age of 18.
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The Infants Nurturing Act was enacted in January 1991 to provide care and
education for infants who were unable to be cared for at hone because of

enpl oyment or illness of their guardians. The Government is working hard to
contribute to both the sound upbringing of children and the pronmoti on of wonen's
participation in the workforce by investing in the expansion of day care
facilities, according to the Three-Year Nurturing Plan (1995-1997) for providing
day care to children under the age of six. The Governnment also encouraged famly
care of needy children by enacting the Act on the Pronotion of and Procedure for
Adoption in Special Cases in January 1995.

(a) Help for needy children

135. Child counselling centres provide counselling and gui dance for children
who are unable to be cared for by their guardians and child finding centres
search for abandoned and missing children. There were 47 child counselling
centres as of Decenber 1997, run by juridical persons and city, county and
district offices. In 1997 29,288 children received counselling.

(b) Fam |y fostering system

136. The Government has encouraged donestic adoption of needy children and
pronmotes their welfare through the 1995 Act menti oned above. Fostering

al | omances and subsi di es have been provided to fam lies which have adopted
handi capped chil dren and adopted child are exenpted from payi ng educati ona
f ees.

137. There were 9,559 fam lies (16, 702 people) under the Livelihood Protection
programe whi ch are headed by children under the age of 18 as of Decenber 1997.
The Governnment supports the children's school, transportation and neal expenses
and provi des subsidies which allow themto continue studying while living with
their famlies. The Government al so hel ps themgrow to be sound adults by
provi di ng enmotional support through counselling and vol unteer services and
financi al support through sponsorships with community people.

(c) Sound upbringi ng of needy children

138. Child welfare institutions were set up and operated under the Child

Wel fare Act and 16,936 children were being cared for in 274 institutions as of
Decenmber 1997. The Government is working to change institutional care to small -
sized residential care, such as cottage systens or group homes, due to the
decrease in the nunber of needy children in the welfare institutions.

139. Self-support centres are operated to provide counselling and job
arrangenents for children who have |left institutions. Self-support hones are

al so operated to provide children with shelter for a certain period of time and
prepare themto becone self-sufficient.

140. Children in welfare facilities, famlies headed by children and children
of broken or | owincome hones are provided with sponsors willing to provide
financi al and enotional support.
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(d) Fostering the spirit of love for children

141. The Government has designated 5 May as Children's Day to foster the spirit
of love for children. On this day, various events like children's festivals,
conposition contests and athletic activities are held and governnent awards are
gi ven to the people who have contributed to the pronotion of child welfare.

(e) Day care

142. As noted above, the Government has invested in the expansion of nore than
9,000 day care facilities. As of Decenber 1997, 521,000 children were being
cared for in 15,375 day care facilities.

4. Wnen's welfare pronotion policies

(a) Measures to guide and protect wonen involved in prostitution

143. Efforts have been made to prevent prostitution, provide counselling and

gui dance to wonen who are already engaged in prostitution, and facilitate their
return to legitimte work through a variety of rehabilitative nmeasures,

i ncludi ng vocational training. In parallel with these efforts, the Governnent
refornmed the Prostitution Prevention Act in January 1996, prinmarily to allow
wonen in prostitution to stay at protective guidance facilities. The Act al so
stipul ates heavier punishnment for all parties connected with prostitution

i ncluding not only the prostitutes thenselves but also their custonmers and those
who arrange or solicit prostitution

144. In addition, the Government has established 110 wonmen's wel fare
counselling centres to provide counselling and gui dance to women who are engaged
in prostitution, wonen fleeing domestic hardship, and those who are highly
likely to resort to prostitution. These facilities are staffed by

420 counsellors. In addition, a total of 12 tenporary shelters, protective

gui dance facilities, and sel f-sustainnment and rehabilitation facilities

t hroughout the country provi de gui dance and vocational training to facilitate
the return of wonen engaged in prostitution to society.

(b) Prevention of violence against wonmen and protection of victins

145. In January 1994, the Act on Punishment of Sexual Violence and Protection
of Victinms Thereof was enacted to prevent sexual violence agai nst wonen, protect
the victims of such violence, and punish those who commt such crines. For
effective enforcement of this Act, 35 sexual violence counselling centres and
three shelters for victinms were established throughout the country as of 30 June
1997.

146. In order to protect wonen from donestic violence, a total of seven
tenporary shelters have been established. To neet the need for nore active
protection nmeasures for the victinms of violent crime, the Government enacted the
Act on Domestic Violence Prevention and Protection of the Victimin Decenber
1997. In accordance with the Act, both the central and | ocal governnents have
devi sed legal and institutional arrangenments to prevent donestic viol ence,
protect victins and provide nedical care and counselling to victins.
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(c) Li velihood stabilization support for former Japanese mlitary sexua
slavery victins (so-called "confort wonen")

147. In order to stabilize the lives of wonmen who were forced i nto sexua

sl avery by the Japanese arnmed forces during the Second World War, the Governnent
enacted the Former Japanese MIlitary Sexual Slavery Victins Livelihood
Stabilization Act in June 1993. This humanitarian | aw provides |ivelihood
support and nedi cal care for these wonen.

148. The Government has al so afforded preferential |ong-term housing rentals
and social welfare services, such as dispatch of volunteers and hone care
provi ders, to these confort wonen. Financial support for general nedical needs
and dental care is also avail abl e.

(d) Sel f - sust enance support for lowincone femal e heads of household

149. 1In accordance with the Mdther and Child Household Wl fare Act, the
eligibility for educational grants, which had been Iimted to primary and m ddl e
school children who were nenbers of |owincone femal e-headed households with

| ess than a certain anobunt of assets, was expanded in 1993 to cover children in
busi ness hi gh schools. The all owance for child raising was al so expanded to
cover children fromsix years of age or younger instead of three years of age or
younger .

150. In order to support |owincone femal e-headed households in their self-
sustenance efforts, lowinterest |livelihood support |oans, long-terml|owrenta
housi ng arrangenent services and job placenent services are available. In
addition, a total of 39 shelter residences are in operation to acconodate
homel ess fenal e-headed famlies for a certain period of time in order to
facilitate their efforts to achieve self-sufficiency.

(e) Support for wonen's participation in social activities

151. The Master Plan in Wnen's Policies has been drawn up for the 1998-2002
period and it provides conprehensive policy direction for the Korean Government.

Under this plan, wonen's policies will be pursued through cooperation anong al
the ministries concerned. Central governnent mnistries and | ocal governnment
bodies will both systematically inplement their respective progranmes within the

Pl an's overal |l franework.

152. The Government designated 39 women's policy units in central governnent

m nistries and agencies in order to facilitate coordination of wonen's policies.
Furthernore, all ministries and agencies are required to submt reports on
wonen's policy plans and their inplenentation annually to the Presidentia

Commi ssion on Wonen's Affairs, which reports directly to the President. Wnen's
policies will therefore be inplenented in a consistent and systematic manner

(f) Expansion of wonmen's participation in governnent committees

153. To prompote the rights and interests of wonmen and to ensure their
substantial participation in society, the Governnment has been seeking to
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i ncrease the presence of wonen in a variety of conmttees and commi ssions which
play inmportant roles in policy determ nation. As part of these efforts, the
Gover nment has established an annual target ratio for wonen in these commttees.
As of Septenber 1995, however, the percentage of wonmen nmenbers in government
committees and comm ssions had stagnated at 7.0 per cent. This |lack of progress
denonstrated the need for stronger nmeasures rather than sinply urging the
committees and comm ssions in question to conply voluntarily with the target

| evel s of participation. To renmedy this situation, the Wnen's Devel opnent Act
was enacted in 1996. The Act has been the |l egal basis for the establishnent and
enforcenent of women's participation target ratios by national and | oca

aut ononous bodies. In addition, each comrittee has been charged with setting up
and i npl enenting annual target ratios for women's participation. As a result of
these efforts, the ratio of women in government commrttees and comm ssions has
increased from3 per cent in June 1992 to 9.2 per cent in 1996. The conmittees
and commi ssions are expected to increase their ratios to at |east 30 per cent by
the year 2002.

Tabl e 20: Femal e representation ratios in governnental comm ttees/comm SSions

(coms. )
Comms. Composition of comms. under special management
Comms.
under Femaleratio
Category Total number of | unableto special Total Ex officio Appointees
comm. members | reach 30% among
target ranage: appointees

g ment Total Female Total Female Total Female %)
Tota 1186 272 914 15031 1404 3762 153 11 269 1251 11.1
Centra 310 111 199 4148 346 1022 22 3126 324 10.4
Govt.
City/provincial 876 161 715 10883 1058 2740 131 8143 927 11.4
govt.

154. The Femal e Public Enpl oyee Target System has been in force since 1996.
Desi gned to substantially increase the nunber of senior female governnent
officials (and thus reflect wonen's interests and perspectives in the process of
policy determ nation), the systemhas set a ratio for the recruitnent of wonen
into the public sector. If the ratio of wonen who pass conpetitive public

enpl oyee exam nations falls short of the target ratio, female applicants with
the next best scores are recruited to neet the target. This systemis codified
in the revised Oficial Appointnment Regul ations of 22 Decenber 1995 and the
revised Local O ficial Appointnment Regul ations of 23 March 1996. These | aws
stipulate that the system descri bed above nust be applied to adm nistrative and
foreign service exam nati ons when the planned nunber of recruits from each test
is greater than 10. It has al so been used in the open recruitnent exam nations
for seventh-level adm nistrative, public security and foreign affairs personnel
The target ratio prescribed for these tests will rise from 10 per cent in 1996
to 20 per cent in 2000. Starting in 1999, the systemw || also be applied to
recruitnment exam nations for ninth-level national and |ocal officials. (The
target ratio will increase to 20 per cent, advancing a year ahead of schedul e.)
To date, the ratio of wonen in the fifth-1evel or above (which plays an

i mportant part in policy fornulation) has remained very low - only 2.5 per cent
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as of Decenber 1996. Wonmen's participation in policy determ nation processes has
t hus been no nore than mnimal. The Femal e Public Enpl oyee Target System w ||
substantially increase wonen's advancenent into high-level positions and thus
all ow wonen's interests and opinions to be reflected further in national and

| ocal policies.

(9) Vocational training for wonen

155. The Government has inplenented the foll owi ng neasures to reformthe
wonen' s education systemand to equip wonen with the skills and capabilities
necessary to conpete in the changi ng soci o-econoni ¢ environnent:

(a) First, the nunber of women's technical high schools (eight in 1995)
will be increased by establishing one new technical high school per year

(b) Second, engi neering progranmes and their attendant departments wl |
continue to be established at wonen's universities. In 1996, Ehwa Wnen's
Uni versity added four engineering departnents with 260 students. These efforts
wi |l help educate wormen in the fields of science and technol ogy;

(c) Third, vocational training programres that best utilize wonen's
uni que capabilities will be devel oped and inplenmented. In order to further
devel op wonmen's vocational skills, public vocational training agencies have
started to provide training in such areas as information technol ogi es and
fashion. The ratio of wonen in these fields increased from 12.7 per cent in
August 1996 to 15 per cent in 1997, 20 per cent in 1998, and will further expand
to 30 per cent in 2000;

(d) Fourth, in late 1996, the Governnent devi sed neasures to pronote
wonen' s vocational training. These measures aimto devel op wonmen's vocati ona
skills and train wonen to be qualified for the industrial workforce. These
measures will provide nore opportunities for wonen to receive education and
training offered by the public sector and thus inprove their enpl oynent
prospects;

(e) Lastly, the Governnment has been establishing three "Houses of
Wor ki ng Wonmen" per year, starting in 1993, to assist married wonen in enpl oynent
and capacity-building activities. As of late 1997, a total of 17 houses were in
operation to support divorced wonen who cannot go to other vocational training
i nstitutes.

(h) Childcare | eave system

156. The Government has been inplementing a childcare | eave systemto assi st
wonen in balancing their work and child-raising responsibilities. Under this
system enployers will be required to allow one year of childcare |eave to
femal e enpl oyees who have children under the age of one, when they ask for

| eave. The Equal Enpl oynment Act was revised in August 1995 to expand eligibility
for childcare | eave to men. The National Public Service Law was al so amended in
Decenmber 1995 to allow public officials to take childcare |eave. In the
meanti me, the Enploynment |Insurance Fund started to award childcare | eave
incentive funds to enployers beginning in July 1995 to relieve the financia
burdens i ncurred by enpl oyers when enpl oyees take a prol onged | eave. This
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conmbi nation of laws and financial support has helped to further pronote
chil dcare | eave anong enpl oyers.

(i) Public Sector Female Enploynent |ncentive System

157. The Fourth Wbrld Conference on Wonmen held in Beijing di scussed wonen's
econom ¢ enpowernent as one of its main agenda itens and adopted a Pl atform for
Action that called for proactive neasures to eradi cate gender-di scrimnatory
barriers. In an effort to achieve this end, in Cctober 1995, the Government
established the "Public Sector Femal e Enpl oynent |ncentive Systeni, which has
been operating since 1996. The System ains to enhance awareness in the private
sector concerning the inportance of utilizing wonen in the workforce. It affords
a five-point advantage to fenale applicants in open conpetitive exam nations

gi ven by conpani es receiving government investnent. As of late 1997, 21 out of
106 public sector business/industrial establishments (19.8 per cent) took
advant age of the system

5. Policy to pronote the welfare of disabled people

158. In Korea, there has been a remarkable inprovenent in the welfare of people
with disabilities since the International Year of Disabled Persons (1981),
declared by the United Nations. The Paral ympi ¢ Ganes, held in 1988 in Seoul
greatly increased the pubic awareness of people with disabilities and

accel erated the introduction of conprehensive policies for the welfare of people
with disabilities. To strengthen these policies, the division in charge of the
wel fare of people with disabilities in the Mnistry of Health and Wl fare was
expanded to a bureau. In addition, the Seoul International Conference on
Disability was held in 1997, the m d-point year of the Asian and Pacific Decade
of Di sabl ed People, 1993-2002. The conference was conprised of three neetings
—the UN ESCAP Senior Oficials Meeting, the Regional Conference of
Rehabilitation International, and the Regional NGO Network Canpaign '97 —and
was attended by over 1,000 participants from45 countries. The conference
explored alternatives and ideas for inproving the welfare of people with
disabilities in the Asian and Pacific region and di scussed neasures for

strengt heni ng i ntergovernmental cooperation for the achi evement of shared goal s.

159. The objective of the Government is to ensure the rights of people with
disabilities to full participation and equality. To achieve this objective, the
CGover nment provi des di sabl ed people with proper protection, including |ivelihood
aid for those in the | owinconme bracket, various welfare facilities according to
their disability types, and al so neasures to elimnate the social barriers and
prej udi ces towards people with disabilities. The esti mated nunber of people with
disabilities was 1,053,000 as of 1995, and ampong them 501, 000 were regi stered as
people with disabilities as of March 1998.

160. Laws concerning the welfare of people with disabilities, such as the

Di sabl ed Persons' Welfare Services Act, the Act relating to Enpl oynent
Promotion, etc. for the Disabled, and the Pronotion of Special Education Act,
were all enacted to provide proper rehabilitation services. And the Act to
Secure Conveni ences for Disabled Persons, Elderly Persons, and Pregnant Wmnen
and Nursing Mdthers was enacted on 11 April 1998. Under the Act, people with
disabilities are eligible for special education services, vocationa
rehabilitati on services and use of welfare facilities.
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(a) Expanding welfare services for the disabled at hone

161. To provide nedical rehabilitation services, the Governnent is training

medi cal personnel and supporting the expenses for managi ng rehabilitation

medi cal centres. The Medical |nsurance Programe provides reinbursenents for
seven types of devices for people with disabilities, such as hearing aids.

Wel fare centres and gymasi uns provi de conprehensive wel fare services for people
with disabilities living at home and rehabilitation facilities such as the home
visit welfare service centre, the errand service centre for the blind, day care
centres and group hones, have been established to pronote the quality of life of
people with disabilities and their famlies.

(b) I nconme nmi ntenance for people with disabilities

162. The Government provides incone mai ntenance support for the disabled and
their famlies, such as giving thempriority in running vendi ng machi nes and
sal es shops in public facilities and buildings and providing |long-term|oans at
low interest rates. One of the indirect incone subsidies is tax benefits, such
as reduction of incone and inheritance taxes, reduction or exenption fromduties
on goods for the disabled, reductions and exenptions from auto taxes, and
speci al consunption taxes for vehicles installed with auxiliary devices for the
di sabl ed. In addition, the Governnent also relieves sone of the financia
burdens on the disabled by discounting disabled people's tel ephone rates and
exenpting themfromrailroad and subway fares, television receiving fees and
tolls for the expressway.

(c) Welfare facilities for people with disabilities

163. There are various facilities providing rehabilitation services for

di sabl ed peopl e, such as residential facilities, health care facilities,
vocational rehabilitation centres and non-residential welfare centres. As of
January 1998, social rehabilitation, nedical rehabilitation and educationa
rehabilitation services were provided in 68 welfare facilities and 16, 232 peopl e
with disabilities were receiving rehabilitation services in the 183 residentia
facilities.

(d) Prompting welfare circunstances for the disabled

164. To prompte the disabled' s participation in social activities, it is
necessary to carry out reforns in several areas which have restricted their
participation, including regulations, facilities and public awareness towards
people with disabilities. Public buildings are being installed with barrier-free
facilities to inprove acces for the disabled and the Governnent enacted the
Speci al Act to Secure Conveni ences for Disabled Persons, Elderly Persons,
Pregnant Wbnen, and Nursing Mdthers. To elimnate prejudice agai nst people with
disabilities, 242 organizations participate in the "Disabled First Canpaign", to
which the central and | ocal governnents give financial and adm nistrative
support.

(e) The prohibition of discrimnation against people with disabilities

165. To prohibit discrimnation against people with disabilities, the
Gover nment has enacted several laws. First, under article 3 of the D sabled
Person Wel fare Services Act, no person who has a disability shall be subject to
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discrimnation in political, economc, social or cultural life. Also, enployers
shall not discrim nate agai nst di sabled workers with regard to enpl oynent,
pronotion, transfer, education and training, etc. under article 4 of the Act
relating to Enpl oynent Pronotion, etc. for the Disabled. Article 13 of the
Pronmoti on of Special Education Act stipulates that the principals of every
school shall not take any action that unfairly discrimnates against disabled
students, including rejection of their application and refusal of adm ssion

(f) Education for people with disabilities

166. To improve the quality of special education and expand educati ona
opportunities, admnistrative bodi es have been specialized and strengthened, and
speci al education schools and special classes in the ordinary schools have been
set up. Educational opportunities have been expanded through integrated
education, placenent of consultant teachers and establishment of visiting
education for people with disabilities at home. Al so, the contents of specia
educati on have been inproved, such as by creating special subjects for
vocational education and support given for the construction of vocationa

gui dance roonms and the strengthening of vocational education at special schools.

(9) Training and enploynent for people with disabilities

167. To promote the enploynment of people with disabilities, the Governnent
enacted the Act relating to Enployment Pronotion, etc. for the Disabled in 1990.
Under this Act, enployers who enmpl oy nore than 300 workers shall ensure that no
| ess than 2 per cent of the total nunber of workers are disabled people. The
public sector has endeavoured to enploy disabled people under the Act. To
pronote the enploynment and training of people with severe disabilities,

137 sheltered workshops and ni ne regul ar workshops have been operating since
January 1998. Nationw de, seven retail stores have been established to sel
products manufactured by people with disabilities. To strengthen the basis of
enpl oynment for the disabled, the Governnent has established welfare factories
for people with disabilities and introduced an enpl oyment systemto facilitate
the empl oynent of trainees of vocational rehabilitation centres. The Governnent
has al so provi ded special training allowances and held job fairs for the

di sabled in order to inprove soci al awareness concerning the enpl oynent of
people with disabilities.

6. The protection of pregnant wonmen

168. The protection of pregnant women is explained in detail in paragraphs 197
to 200 in the initial report on the Covenant.

7. Policy for the protection of the youth

(a) Measures for the protection of the youth

169. As of 1 July 1997, there were about 12,138,000 young people (6,274,000
mal e and 5, 864, 000 fenal e) between the ages of 9 and 24 in the Republic of

Korea. They accounted for 26.4 per cent of the total population, a ratio that is
gradual 'y declining.

170. The Government enacted a |l aw for the protection of the youth in July 1997
in order to foster an environment in which they can grow up to be adults with a
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strong moral character. Specifically, the law protects the youth from exposure
to pornography, violence and drug abuse through audi o, visual, printed and other
materials. In order to push through various neasures ained at carrying out the

| aw, the Governnent established the Cormittee for the Protection of the Youth as
an adm ni strative organi zati on under the Mnistry of Culture in July 1977.

(b) Policies for the devel opment of the youth

171. The Government's youth projects were carried out by the Mnistry of Sports
and Youth, which was established in the 1990 governnent reorganization. But when
this ministry nerged with the Mnistry of Culture in 1993, the Youth Policy
Ofice of the Mnistry of Culture and Sports took over the admnistration of
yout h policies.

172. The Support Fund for Youth, which was established for the construction of
facilities and the inprovenent of other conditions for youth, reached about
116.5 billion won at the end of 1997. The noney for the Fund cane from
contribution fromthe Governnent, the Fund for the Pronotion of Sports and the

i nterest on these funds. The Government plans to increase the Support Fund every
year.

173. 1In 1992, there were 298 facilities for youth such as youth training
centres and youth hotels, throughout the country. However, with the Governnent's
support, the nunber rose to 487 in 1997. In order to | ead the youth on the right
path, the Governnment had trained nore than 3,000 young | eaders by 1997 and
assigned themto youth and ot her organizations.

174. As of 1997, there were 90 youth organizations, of which 37 were under the
unbrella of the National Council of Youth Organizations. The nunber of young
people affiliated with these organi zations was 2.45 mllion, which accounted for
19.7 per cent of the youth of the country.

175. The Government plans to nmake diverse efforts to nurture the youth so that
they can cope with the various problens of the twenty-first century. It wll
wor k towards hel ping inprove the facilities of specialized youth centres. And
qualified teachers will train youth in specialized fields.

(c) Protective neasures for working youth

176. There were 425,000 worki ng peopl e between the age of 15 and 19 in 1997,
down from 639,000 in 1990. The nunmber who | ost their jobs totaled 32,000, while
t heir unenpl oynent rate was 9.9 per cent. The drops were attributed to the
decline in the nunmber and conpetitiveness of |abour-intensive industries and the
rise in the nunmber of young peopl e undertaki ng hi gher education

Table 21: The popul ation of working young people
(unit : thousands)

Year 1980 1990 1994 1995 1996 1997

Working population of youths 1194 639 479 441 426 425

Source: Statistics Ofice, "Annual Reports on the Wrking Popul ation”.
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177. Clause 4 of article 32 of the Constitution of the Republic of Korea

provi des that "special protection shall be accorded to working wonen and
children”. Clause 5 of the Labour Standards Act prohibits anyone from enpl oyi ng
young peopl e under the age of 15. Mdreover, young people under the age of 18 are
prohi bited from being enployed in 57 different kinds of jobs, including those
regarded as dangerous or norally or physically harnful to mnors. The Act al so
says that their working hours should not exceed seven hours a day or 42 hours a
week. Mnors are also not allowed to work at night between 10 p.m and 6 a.m,
and on hol i days.

178. The Government built apartnment houses of 30-54 ntf for young, unmarried
wor ki ng wonmen to hel p boost their income and provide themw th better living
conditions. A total of 8,053 apartment houses in 83 regi ons have been built so
far.

179. The Government has also built and is operating centres for working young
people in industrial conplexes or areas where many worki ng young people live.
The centres will help develop the potential of working young people by providing
themw th social and educational facilities and extracurricular activities. In
the centres are educational, health and sports facilities as well as other
auxiliary facilities. These centres, nunbering about 21 across the country, also
of fer cultural education courses, programmes in the arts and short-term
training. In order to assist working young people in their creative activities,
the Governnent holds cultural and art festivals for themin fine arts,
literature, music and drama every year

Article 11. Right to an adequate standard of |iving

1. Standard of living

180. Korea has achieved rapid econom c devel opment within a short tine through
t he Five-Year Econom c Pl ans beginning in 1962, while overcom ng social unrest
and the damage caused by the Korean War. Rapid econom c devel opment, including
i ndustrialization and urbani zati on, has hel ped to i nprove the standard of
living. It has also influenced the social structure and culture as well as the
structure of the famly, which is the fundamental social group

181. The wage and incone distribution situation has been inproved as expl ai ned
i n paragraph 60 of this report.

182. The wage gap anong industries is explained in paragraph 61 of this report.

(a) Nutritional status

183. The yearly change in dietary protein intake, which is the best indicator
for nutritional status, was 67.2 g in 1980, 78.9 g in 1990 and 73.3 g in 1995.
During this period, dietary protein intake from ani mal sources increased from
19.3 g in 1980 to 31.4 g in 1990 and 34.7 g in 1995, indicating a great

i mprovenent in nutritional status. However, an increase in the nunber of
patients with chronic degenerative di seases has been recently anticipated due to
an over-intake of nutrients.
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(b) Medical facilities

184. The number of medical facilities has increased nore than twofold, from
11,781 in 1980 to 30,772 in 1996. Wth respect to medi cal personnel, the nunber
of physicians, including dentists and honmeopat hi c doctors, has increased from
29,199 in 1980 to 87,281 in 1997 -- meaning that there are 644 people per
physi ci ans, including homeopat hic doctors, and 3,007 people per dentist. The
nunmber of nurses, nurses' aides and pharnmaci sts has increased nore than
threefold over the last 15 years. These increases have enhanced people's
accessibility to medical services.

(c) Medi cal i nsurance

185. As a result of the inplenentation of universal coverage of nedica
i nsurance across the country, the |ife expectancy of the Korean people increased
from65.8 in 1980 to 71.7 in 1991

(d) Housi ng supply

186. The Government has expanded the housing supply and succeeded in raising
the housing supply ratio to 76 per cent by inplenenting the "Two MIIion Housing
Construction Plan" between 1988 and 1992. However, the housing shortage is stil
severe in urban areas, where housing supply ratios are below 70 per cent. This
shortage could be an obstacle to bal anced devel opment between sectors and to the
i nprovenent of industrial conpetitiveness.

187. Therefore, the Government formul ated the "New Fi ve- Year Econom c

Devel opnent Pl an", which involved raising the housing supply ratio to 90 per
cent by constructing 500, 000-600,000 units every year from 1993 to 1997 while
securing stable construction and provision of housing within Korea's economnc
capacity.

188. During the planned five years, 3,130,000 units were constructed (10 per
cent nore than the planned anpunt), raising the supply ratio to 92 per cent by
1997. The public sector, including the Korea National Housing Corporation and
| ocal governments, built 1,164,000 units, accounting for 86 per cent of the
target figure. The private sector constructed 1,961,000 units, exceeding the
planned 1 mllion units by 31 per cent.

Tabl e 22: Trend in housing supply ratio

1980 1990 1992 1994 1995 1997

Supply ratio (%) 712 72.4 76.0 81.7 86.1 92.0
Housing stock (thousand units) 5319 7 357 8310 9346 9579 10 627
Number of households (thousand) 7470 10 168 10933 11436 11131 | 11544

(e) Degree of comunity safety

189. The index for measurenents of comrunity safety, i.e. the nunber of
crimnal offences, is also showing a gradual increase from 560 cases per 100, 000
people in 1990, to 650 in 1993 and 889 in 1996.
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(f) Conmon_anenities

190. In terms of common anenities, the nunber of tel ephones per 100 peopl e has
increased from31 in 1990 to 37.8 in 1993, and 43 in 1996. The nunber of cars
has sharply increased from 2,075,000 in 1990 to 4,271,000 in 1993, and 6, 894, 000
in 1996.

191. In sum the standard of living of the Korean people has inproved
conti nuously throughout the entire society.

2. Per capita GNP of the poor and the poverty |ine

192. The criteria for selecting recipients of public assistance, which is
established on the basis of a survey every five years, is officially regarded as
the poverty line in Korea.

Table 23: Criteria for selecting recipients of public assistance in 1997

Category Income(/person, month) Property(/household)
Home care recipient L ess than 210,000 won Less than 26 million won
Self-support care recipient L ess than 220,000 won Less than 28 million won

193. The nunber of recipients of public assistance fell from 2,176,000 in 1992
to 1,414,000 in 1997.

Table 24: Public assistance trends - recipients
Unit: 1,000 people, %

Category 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Total (% of entire population) 2001 1903 1755 1506 1414
(4.8) (4.3) (3.9) (3.3) (3.1

Ingtitutional care 83 81 78 76 77
Home care 338 321 307 296 297
Self-support care 1580 1501 1370 1134 1040

3. The right to sufficient food

(a) | nprovenent of food quality

194. Legal and systematic nmeasures for food supply and safe food controls are
explained in detail in paragraphs 231 to 236 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

195. According to the Food Sanitation Act and the Nutrition |nprovenent

Ordi nance, a National Nutritional Survey was conducted every year from 1969 to
1995 to evaluate the nutritional status of the Korean popul ati on by exani ni ng
nutrient intake, food intake and health status. Since 1996, this survey is
undertaken every three years under the Health Pronotion Act.
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(b) Informati on sources for food
196. Information about food is collected and reported by the Mnistry of Health

and Welfare (MOHW, the Korea Food and Drug Adm nistration (KFDA), six |loca
Food and Drug Adm nistrations (local KFDA), |ocal governnments at city, county
and provincial |evels, honourary food inspectors, as well as groups of citizens.
The information collected by MOHW and the subsidiary institutes nonitor the
results of nutritive intakes. The information collected by honourary food

i nspectors, as well as groups of citizens, are reports or conplaints of
fraudul ent or adulterated foods. In addition, the resident officers in foreign
countries collect information regarding inported foods.

197. The KFDA and | ocal KFDA operate consumer counselling offices, and |oca
governments operate consumer conplaint offices to collect information and dea
with the problens reported by inspectors on the prem ses of plants manufacturing
fraudul ent and adulterated foods. Based on these efforts, food manufacturing
prem ses and the quality of food have been inproved.

(c) National Nutrition Survey

198. The data fromthe National Nutrition Surveys and fromthe Food Bal ance
Sheets generated by the Departnent of Agriculture, have shown that no severe
starvation or malnutrition exists in Korea. However, the data inply that over-
nutrition or marginal nutrition deficiency may exist. In order to anmeliorate
this situation, publicity activities have been undertaken to inprove habits in
accordance with the dietary guidelines prepared in 1990.

199. The Korean Governnent conducted National Nutrition Surveys at 100 sites,
anong 2,000 househol ds, every year until 1995 under article 70 of the Food
Safety Act and the Nutrition |Inprovement Act, and the nunber of sanples has been
changed as foll ows

Tabl e 25: Changes in sanples for National Nutrition Surveys

Years No. of samples Sample population Areas surveyed Reference
(households)
1969 990 The Economic Planning Board Seoul, Kyonggi, Chungnam, Chungbuk Survey was carried out by Korean
(stetistical yearbook) Nutrition Society
1970-1974 | 600 Report of settled population survey | - Seoul, Kyonggi, Chungbuk Separate areas for survey by 3-
(estimation) (1970, 1973) year periods
Kangwon, Chonbuk, - First: 1970-1972
Chonnam (1971, 1974) - Second: 1973-1974

Pusan, Kyongbuk,
Kyongnam, Jgu (1972)

1975-1982 | 1200 " - Large cityeprovince (excluding | The survey became nationwide
Jeju) from 1975
1983-1986 | 1000 1982 report of settled population
survey
1987-1992 | 2000 1985 list of names for census " In 1987, the number of households
was 1 000
1993-1995 | 2000 1990 list of names for census Large citysprovince

200. Since the Health Pronotion Act was enacted and inplenmented in 1995,
article 70 of the Food Safety Act was deleted. Also, the National Nutrition
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(Heal th) Surveys will continue to be conducted every three years under

article 16 of the Health Pronotion Act, starting in 1998, with a reformof the
sanpl e popul ation, itenms exam ned and managenent system for the exam nation. The
obj ectives of this survey are to devise national health pronotion policies and
nati onal nutrition goals by evaluating food intake, health-related behavi our and
heal th exam nation results. According to the previous reports fromthe Nationa
Nutrition Survey, the data on yearly change in the average food intake for each
food group, the conparison of the average food intake for each food group per
capita per day by area, the yearly change in nutrient intake, the conparison of
the average nutrient intake per capita per day by area, the adjusted nutrient

i ntake as a percentage of recomrended dietary all owance (RDA) for adults, and
the conparison of body mass index (BM) for subjects 20 years of age and ol der
by sex are as follows.

Tabl e 26: Yearly change in the average food intake for each food
group (nationw de, per capita per day)

(unit: g)

Food group 1969 1979 1989 1995
Total 1055 1004 1016 1101
Subtotal plant foods 1024 885.5 824.9 871
Proportion of plant food (%) 97.0 88.2 81.2 79.1
Cereals and grain products 558.8 478 354.9 308.9
Legumes and their products 24.9 349 55.5 34.7
Potatoes and starches 75.6 26.9 55.3 21.2
Vegetables 271 288 223.9 286.2
Fruits 48.1 278 77.6 146.0
Seaweeds 0.8 27 7.2 6.6
Seasonings*Beverages 41.0 233 355 47.6
Oils and fats (vegetable) - 39 4.8 75
Others 35 0.0 10.1 11.9
Subtotal animal foods 32 1185 191.1 230
Proportion of animal food (%) 30 11.8 18.8 209
Meat, poultry and their products 6.6 26.0 45.3 67.7
Eggs 42 12.8 185 218
Fish and shellfish 18.2 69.3 74.0 75.1
Milk and dairy products 24 10.4 52.9 65.6
Oils and Fats (animal) - 0.0 04 0.1
Others 0.6 0.0 0.0 -

201. It can be seen fromthe table above that the proportion of animl food

i ntake has increased, whereas the proportion of plant food intake has decreased.
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Table 27: Conparison of food intake per capita per day for
each food group by area, 1995
(unit: g
Area
Food group o Urban area
Nationwide - - Rural area
Urban average Large city Small city

Tota 11009 1122.1 1139.7 1098.2 990.0
Subtotal plant foods 870.6 875.5 884.3 863.3 845.7
Proportion of plant food (%) 79.1 78.0 77.6 78.6 854
Cereals and grain products 308.9 308.1 311.2 304.0 3133
Potatoes and starches 21.2 21.9 21.5 225 17.5
Sugars and sweets 3.6 37 3.6 37 33
Legumes and their products 34.7 35.9 36.5 35.1 28.4
Seeds and nuts 2.0 21 2.0 2.2 15
Vegetables 286.2 282.1 2879 274.3 308.0
Fungi and mushrooms 2.2 2.3 2.8 1.7 1.8
Fruits 146.0 150.9 149.2 153.1 120.6
Seaweeds 6.6 7.2 7.3 6.9 3.4
Beverages 18.0 19.9 22.4 16.5 7.8
Seasonings 29.6 28.9 28.1 30.0 33.0
Oils and fats (vegetable) 75 7.8 8.1 7.4 5.9
Others 4.1 4.7 3.7 5.9 1.2
Subtotal animal foods 230.3 246.6 255.4 234.9 144.3
Proportion of animal food (%) 209 220 224 21.4 14.6
Meat, poultry and their products Eggs 67.7 71.8 72.2 71.2 46.1
Fish and shellfish 21.8 23.2 24.6 21.4 14.5
Milk and dairy products 75.1 78.3 77.6 79.3 57.8
Oils and fats (animal) 65.6 78.2 80.8 63.0 25.9

0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0

202. The above table shows that the amounts of total food intake and ani ma
food intake are less in rural areas than in urban areas.

Tabl e 28: Yearly change in nutrient intake (nationw de, per capita per day)

Nutrient 1969 1979 1989 1995
Energy (Kcal) 2105 2098 1871 1839
Protein 65.6 69.6 75.3 733
(Animal) (g) (7.6) (22.2) (29.8) (34.7)
Fat 16.9 26.5 27.9 385
(Animal) (g) (5.7) (10.6) (10.5) (18.0)
Carbohydrate (g) 423 395 323 295
Calcium (mg) 444 699 498 531
Iron (mg) 24.8 12.4 22 21.9
Vitamin A (1U) 1400 1324 1657 443 ¢/
Thiamin (mg) 1.76 1.31 1.15 1.16
Riboflavin (mg) 1.28 0.93 1.18 1.20
Niacin (mg) 27.8 213 195 16.7
Ascorbic acid (mg) 89.9 98.2 65.8 98.3
Proportion of animal protein (%) a/ 11.6 319 39.5 47.3
Proportion of grain-derived energy (%) b/ 85.9 774 66.5 61.2
al Proportion of aninal protein (per cent) = aninal protein/total protein x 100.
b/ Proportion of grain-derived energy = grain-derived energy/total energy x 100.
c/ Unit of vitamin Ais RE (retinol equivalents).
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Tabl e 29: Conparison of the average nutrient intake per capita per day by area
Area
Nutrient Nationwid Urban area
Rural area
€ Urban average Large city Small city
Energy (Kcal) 1839 1861 1884 1837 1711
Protein 73.3 75.2 755 74.7 64.0
(Animal) (g) (34.7) (36.7) (36.8) (36.6) (25.0)
Fat 385 40.3 41.2 39.1 285
(Animal) (g) (18.0) (19.0) (19.5) (18.3) (12.2)
Carbohydrate (q) 2945 294.9 297.4 291.3 293.4
Calcium (mg) 530.9 544.6 557.2 527.6 458.4
Iron (mg) 21.9 222 223 22.0 21.3
Vitamin A (RE) 443.0 461.7 471.6 448.4 3453
Thiamin (mg) 1.16 1.17 1.19 1.18 1.06
Riboflavin (mg) 1.20 1.24 1.27 1.21 1.03
Niacin (mg) 16.7 17.0 16.7 17.3 14.9
Ascorbicacid (mg) 98.3 99.3 99.8 985 92.3
Phosphorus (mg) 1040 1065 1077 1054 911
Crude fiber (g) 7.1 7.0 6.8 7.2 7.6
Ash () 21.9 22.0 22.0 21.6 22.9
Proportion of animal protein (%) 47.3 48.8 48.7 49.0 39.1
Proportion of grain-derived energy (%) 61.2 60.3 60.3 60.2 66.7
203. The energy, animal protein, fat, calcium and vitamn A intake are less in
rural areas than in urban areas.

Table 30: Adjusted nutrient intake as per cent of RDA for adults, 1995 a/
Nutrient b/ Energy Protein (g) | Calcium(mg) | Iron (mg) Vitamin A Thiamin Riboflavin Niacin Ascorbic acid
(keal) (RE) (mg) (mg) (mg) (mg)
RDA Male 2500 75 700 12 700 1.30 1.60 17.0 55
Female 2000 60 700 18 700 1.00 1.20 13.0 55
Intake 2215 875 527.5 19.1 4701 1.41 154 20.4 102.0
Proportion 88.6 116.7 75.4 159.5 67.2 108.8 96.0 119.8 185.4
al Because the sixth revision of the RDA for Koreans, announced in

1995, made a few changes in the |levels of RDA for sone nutrients in conparison

to the previous |levels (protein,

709 - 75gq;

cal cium 600my - 700ny),

t he new RDA

val ues for those nutrients were used for the 1995 report of the National

Nutrition Survey.
Conpared to RDA,

b/

are optimal .

t he

i nt ake

| evel s of all

nutrients except vitamin A
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Table 31: Conparison of BM a/ for subjects 20 years of age
and ol der by sex, 1995
BMI Total Male Female
No. of subjects Proportion No. of subjects Proportion No. of subjects Proportion
<15.0 7 0.2 3 0.2 4 0.2
15.0~17.0 49 11 13 0.6 36 15
17.1~20.0 731 16.1 252 12.0 479 19.6
20.1~25.0 2820 62.1 1437 68.4 1383 56.7
25.1~30.0 862 19.0 378 18.0 484 19.9
30.1~35.0 61 13 11 05 50 2.0
> 351 8 0.2 6 03 2 01
Total 4538 100.0 2100 100.0 2438 100.0
al BM (body mass index) = body wei ght (kg)/height(m 2.
Criteria <20 underwei ght, 20.1-25.0 normal, 25.1-30.0 overweight,
>30. 1 obesity.
Table 32: Yearly change in the node of neals taken by subjects, 1995
Community centre
School food | Food service| Away from Meals Neigh- forelderly;
Y T H B N
& otal ome oxed meal service at work home skipped bourhood kindergarden, O response
nursery school
1992 100.0 753 6.7 038 3.0 9.0 33 19
1993 100.0 716 5.4 1.2 43 10.6 46 2.4
1994 100.0 70.6 5.4 1.2 4.0 11.9 48 2.0
1995 100.0 69.8 36 16 42 134 49 18 06 01
204. VWhile the proportions of neals that are taken at hone and boxed neal s

prepared at

i ncreased.

home have gradual |y decreased,
from home and neals taken through food services at schoo

t he proportions of neals taken away
and the workpl ace have

Tabl e 33: Conparison of the kinds of neals consuned away from hone

by subjects, 1995
(unit frequency)
Total Male Female
Classification

8705 (%) 5172 (%) 3533 (%)
Korean style-gruel 64 0.7 30 0.6 34 1.0
Korean style with rice 6 095 70.0 3871 74.8 2224 62.9
Korean style one-dish meal 604 6.9 335 6.5 269 7.6
Noodles 433 50 213 4.1 220 6.2
Instant foods 291 33 149 29 142 4.0
Western style dishes 173 2.0 62 1.2 111 31
Western style one-dish meal with rice 138 1.6 70 14 68 1.9
Chinese style dishes 406 4.7 209 4.0 197 5.6
Others 501 5.8 233 45 268 7.6
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205. Korean style meals with rice are the nost preferred neals away from hone.

Tabl e 34: Conparison of the kinds of snacks and m dni ght
neal s consunmed by subjects, 1995

Shack (%) Midnight meal (%)
Fruits 30.1 57.8
Dairy products 19.3 13.2
Soft drinks 238 8.1
Others (breads, cookies, chips, rice cakes) 26.8 209

206. That nost consumed snack and m dnight meal is fruit.

Tabl e 35: Conparison of nutritional supplenents used by male
and femal e subjects, 1995

Total Male Female
Classification
Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent
Total 884 100.0 430 100.0 454 100.0
Nutrient supplement 470 53.1 219 50.9 251 55.3
Tonic 150 17.0 88 20.5 62 13.7
Health foods 139 15.7 62 14.4 77 17.0
Others 125 141 61 14.2 64 141

207. Anong the supplenents, nutrient supplenent are consunmed the nost.

208. The average food intake and nutrient intake of the Korean popul ation is
considered fairly good. Because of the increase in income |evels, the
consunption of cereals and grain products has decreased while the consunption of
ot her foods has increased. Also, the consunmption of plant foods has decreased
while the consunption of animal foods has increased. In addition, while the
proportion of total energy intake from carbohydrates has decreased, the
proportion of total energy intake fromaninmal protein and fat has increased. On
the basis of BM distribution, the proportions of those who are underwei ght or
obese are higher for femal es conpared to mal es. The frequency of nmeals taken at
home has decreased, while the frequency of neals taken away from hone or

provi ded by school food services has increased. Among the kinds of neals taken
away from home, Korean-style neals with rice are preferred the nost.

209. Yearly health exam nations for the elderly, who are considered
nutritionally vul nerable, are carried out to detect health problens which are
taken care of by nedical treatment or nmedical counselling at home. Managenent
records for infants and young children are kept at public health centres and
used for counsel on an individual basis.

(d) Nutritional standards

210. In order to recomrend optinmal levels of nutrient intakes from foods

t hrough ordinary neals, the Korean Government publishes "Reconmended Dietary

Al | owances for Koreans" every five years based on estinated physi ol ogi ca

requi renents for individual nutrients. The margin of safety and food intake
status of Koreans is determ ned froma representative sanple of each age group
Recommended di etary all owances for nutrients per day (sixth revision, 1995) are
as foll ows.



Tabl e 36: Recommended dietary all owances per day, 1995
. . Energy . Vitamin A | Vitamin D | Vitamin E | Vitamin C | Thiamin | Ribiflavin [Niacin (mg|Vitamin B6 Calcium | Phosphorus | Irona/ .
Age Weight (kg) |Height (cm) Protein (g) " Folate (Fg) Zinc (mg)
(keal) (F9RE) (Fg) [|(mg™-TE)| (mg) (mg) (mg) NE) (mg) (mg) (mg) (mg)
Infants
0-4 (month) 6.0 69 650 20 350 10 3 35 0.3 0.4 0.3 40 500 380 6 5
5-10 91 71 850 25 350 10 4 35 0.4 05 05 50 500 420 10 5
Children
1-3(yr) 13.3 91 1200 30 350 10 5 40 0.6 0.7 8 0.6 80 500 500 10 10
4-6 185 108 1600 40 400 10 6 40 0.8 1.0 11 0.8 100 600 600 10 10
79 26.6 126 1800 50 500 10 7 40 0.9 11 12 1.0 150 700 700 12 10
Mae
10-12(yr) 37 142 2200 60 600 10 8 50 11 1.3 14 1.2 200 800 800 12 15
13-15 50 159 2400 70 700 10 10 50 1.2 14 16 14 200 900 900 18 15
16-19 63 172 2600 80 700 10 10 55 14 1.6 18 1.6 250 900 900 18 15
20-29 66 172 2500 75 700 5 10 55 1.3 15 17 15 250 700 700 12 15
30-49 67 170 2500 75 700 5 10 55 1.3 15 17 15 250 700 700 12 15
50-54 67 168 2400 75 700 10 10 55 1.2 14 16 15 250 700 700 12 15
65-74 64 167 2000 70 700 10 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 12 15
75 60 166 1800 70 700 10 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 12 15
Femade
10-12(yr) 36 142 1900 60 600 10 8 50 1.0 1.2 13 1.2 200 800 800 18 12
13-15 48 155 2000 65 700 10 10 50 1.0 1.2 13 14 200 800 800 18 12
16-19 54 160 2100 65 700 10 10 55 11 1.3 13 15 250 800 800 18 12
20-29 53 160 2000 60 700 5 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 18 12
30-49 55 158 2000 60 700 5 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 18 12
50-54 57 157 2000 60 700 10 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 12 12
65-74 54 154 1700 60 700 10 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 12 12
75 51 152 1600 60 700 10 10 55 1.0 1.2 13 15 250 700 700 12 12
+150 +15 +0 +5 +0 +15 +0.3 +0.3 +1 +0.5 +250 +300 +300 +8 +3
+350 +15 +100 +5 +2 +15 +0.4 0.4 +2 +0.5 +250 +300 +300 +12 +3
Lactation +500 +20 +300 +5 +3 +35 +0.5 0.6 +5 +0.6 +100 +400 +400 +2 +7
al If the RDA for iron is not provided by foods, iron supplenments nmay be taken.
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211. On average, the nutrient supply and intake of Koreans are fairly good. As
i ncome | evel s increase, the consunption of cereals and grain products decreases
and the consunption of meat, poultry and m |k and dairy products increases. The
proportion of total energy intake from energy-producing nutrients is also
expected to change; that is, the proportion of total energy intake from
carbohydrates will decrease while the proportion of total energy intake from
animal protein and fat will increase.

212. While the inmprovement of nutritional status prolongs |ife expectancy, it
al so brings about increases in norbidity and nortality due to chronic
degenerative di seases. In response to this, the Governnent has stepped up its
publicity on proper diets and the mai ntenance of an optimal nutritional status
t hrough vari ous nass nedi a and has nade schools include nutrition education in
their curricul ums.

4. Application of technical and scientific knowl edge to secure
the right to sufficient food

213. Research on technical and scientific know edge relating to foods is
explained in detail in paragraphs 246 to 250 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

5. Publicity activities for nutritional informtion

214. In order to change dietary patterns through the spread of health

i nformati on, 30 registered dieticians at 26 public health centres carried out
projects for nutritional inprovenent, such as nutrition counselling, nutrition
education, guidance of mass feeding, instruction of dietary mnagenent cl asses,
exam nations of the nutritional status of |ocal populations, etc. fromthe
latter half of 1994 to the end of 1996.

215. A food intake survey was conducted in the comunities participating in the
Pilot Nutrition Survey Project for 20 days from 1-20 Novenber 1996. Thirty
househol ds were selected from each of the 26 public health centre areas, for a
total of 780 households. The results of the survey are now being used for the
nutritional education of the comunities.

216. From July 1994 to Cctober 1996, 15 food conponents, including energy,
protein and fat, were reanal ysed using the 600 nost consuned foods in order to
conpl emrent the food conposition table, which provides the basic data for
national nutrition inprovenment projects.

217. Under article 22 of the enforcenent ordi nance of the Health Pronmption Act,
the governor of a province or the mayor of a city or the chief of a county or
district can appoint a dietician, physician or nurse to be a nutrition
supervi sor for carrying out nutrition guidance (for infants, young children
pregnant and | actating wonmen, and adults), nutrition counselling, nutrition
publicity and nutrition assesment. By the end of March 1997, |icences had been

i ssued to 69, 277 dieticians of whom 10,360 were carrying out nutrition-rel ated
work in various areas of society, including industries, schools, hospitals,
social welfare facilities, catering conpanies and research and education

i nstitutes.
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218. Publicity activities for desirable nutrient intake are described in detai
i n paragraphs 251-253 of the initial report on the Covenant.

219. Nutrition policy in the future will be focused on education and publicity
to inprove the diets of the comunity, specifically through nutrition projects
carried out by public health centres. These policies will be revised

continuously and systematically by carrying out research on food anal yses,
national nutrition (health) surveys, recommended dietary allowances, etc.

6. Overall housing conditions

220. The housing supply ratio at the end of 1990 was the sane as nentioned in
under paragraphs 262 and 263 in the initial report on the Covenant.

221. Wth the housing supply ratio increasing to 92 per cent at the end of 1997

and housing prices stabilized, the housing situation is now consi dered
relatively stable.

Tabl e 37: Annual housing construction and changes in prices

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Sale price (percentage 14.6 21.0 -0.5 -0.5 -2.9 -0.1 -0.2 15 20
increase)
Chonsei price 175 16.8 19 75 24 4.6 3.7 6.5 0.8

(percentage increase)

Housing construction 462 750 613 575 695 623 619 592 596
(thousand units)

7. Housing conditions of the poor

(a) Honel ess individuals and fanilies

222. Homel ess people are housed in social security facilities in accordance
with the Livelihood Assistance Act, enacted on 30 Decenber 1961. As of June
1997, 13,000 had been housed. Famlies who are unable to nmake a living were
designated as Residential Protection Target Groups by the law. They constitute
1.8 per cent of the total 10,583,000 househol ds, 187,000 for whom t he Governnent
provi ded 190, 000 units of Permanent Rental Housing). In the Residentia
Protection Target G oups, 33.2 per cent (62,000 househol ds) are honmeowners,

25.1 per cent (47,000 households) are living in Permanent Rental Housing, and
41.7 per cent (78,000 households) are living in private rental housing.

(b) Nunber of people who are paying excessive housing expenses

223. At of the end of 1990, househol ds were spending 9 per cent of their tota
expenditure on average for housing. The Government designates people who have
difficulties in paying for their hones as Residential Protection Target G oups
or Self-Support Protection Target G oups, in accordance with the Livelihood
Assi stance Act, as previously nmentioned. Residential Protection Target G oups
are given an average of 133,000 won per month for each person for |iving costs
(i ncludi ng housi ng expenses).
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(c) Guarantee of the right to adequate housing for displaced and honel ess
peopl e

224. A general statement about the efforts to guarantee the right to adequate
housi ng for honel ess people who are displaced due to urban redevel oprment i s made
i n paragraphs 269 and 288 of the initial report on the Covenant.

225. Under the provision of article 27 of the Urban Renewal Act, devel opers may
not start any redevel opnent work unl ess they secure the provision of adequate
accomodation for residents who are to be displaced by the redevel opnent, either
by providing themw th tenmporary accommodations in or outside the area or by

t aki ng appropriate neasures, such as the provision of housing | oans equival ent
to the temporary accommmodati ons.

226. For providing tenporary acconmodati ons, devel opers can use, tenporarily,

| and or properties owned by the State, public bodies and individuals. The State
and | ocal governnents shall not reject devel opers' applications for the
tenporary use of their |land and properties. Upon the devel opers' application
the Governnent will lend public |Iand or properties free of charge for tenporary
use.

227. According to article 4 of the Urban Renewal Act and article 11 of its

Enf or cenent Ordi nance, the authorities concerned should fornul ate plans for the
i mprovenent of existing buildings when they designate certain Urban

Redevel opnent Areas. Municipal and provincial ordinances prescribe that the
authorities shall establish plans to provide public rental housing to tenants
residing in houses to be cleared at the tine of designation of redevel opnent
areas. Tenants who do not want public rental housing are payed a certain anount
for housi ng expenses in accordance with the Special Act Regarding Land

Acqui sition for Public Use and Conmpensati on

8. Mjor policy neasures to secure the right to adeguate housing

228. Major policies to secure the right of people to adequate housing include
t he expansion of the provision of public rental housing and the pronotion of
housi ng redevel opnent and housi ng i nprovenent projects.

(a) Provision of public rental housing

229. According to the Popul ati on and Housi ng Census of 1995, Korea has a tota
of 1,296,000 households. O these, 53.3 per cent (691, 000 househol ds) are
homeowners while the remai ni ng 605,000 are tenant househol ds. The mjor type of
| ease contract is chonei (rent with a deposit) which is adopted by 64.6 per cent
of tenant househol ds; the other tenants nmostly rent by the nonth.

230. The CGovernnent established the "Two MIlion Unit Housing Construction

Pl an® for the five-year period 1988-1992. Wth the start of this plan, the
CGover nment expanded the provision of public rental housing year by year and
constructed Permanent Rental Housing. This hel ped to stabilize housing prices
and rents, which had shown a rapidly rising trend until the end of the 1980s.
The stabilization of prices and rents seens to indicate that the construction of
public rental housing has contributed to the stabilization of the housing
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situation for |owinconme househol ds. Accordingly, the Government is now
provi di ng various incentives and support to pronote the provision of renta

housi ng, including a reduction or exenption fromtaxes, |oans fromthe Nationa
Housi ng Fund, and priority provision of |and devel opnent by public agencies. The
Government will continue to increase steadily the support for rental housing.

231. Rental housing in Korea is divided into two categories: public rental and
private rental housing. Public rental housing is built with financial support
fromeither the central or |ocal governnents or |oans at subsidized interest
rates fromthe National Housing Funds. Private rental housing is built w thout
such public financial support. Public rental housing began to be provi ded under
the Rental Housing Pronotion Policy, adopted in 1982, and its constructi on was
accel erated when the Rental Housing Construction Pronotion Act was enacted in
1984. By 1997, 962,000 units of rental housing had been constructed. This
accounts for 13 per cent of the total units constructed during the same period
(7,243,000 units).

Tabl e 38: Rental housing construction (as of 31 Decenber 1997)
(Unit: thousand)

Rental housing
Total (1982- ,
1997) For-sale housing Subtotal Long-termlease | Permanent rental Public rental Rental for Company
o
(1982-1991) (1989-1992) (1992-1997) Employees (1990-1997)
7243 6281 966 301 190 402 73

232. The construction of rental housing reached its peak in 1990 when Pernanent
Rent al Housi ng was constructed in |arge quantities, but slowed down soon after
It was only after 1994 that the trend turned around again

Table 39: Trend in rental housing constuction

(thousand units)
Years | 1982-1989 | 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Total

Units 265 144 76 63 41 75 82 111 109 862

233. Covernnental support for rental housing is broadly classified into three
categories: loans fromthe National Housing Funds; provision of |and by public
devel opnent agenci es; and reduction or exenption fromtaxes.

234. First, concerning the National Housing Funds (NHF), loans up to 23 mllion
won for a unit are provided on a long-termand | owinterest basis. The houses
built with NHF | oans nust have a floor area of 60 ntf or |ess and be approved by
the authorities to be used for rental purposes for nmore than five years. The NHF
provi de | oans not only to public bodies, such as |ocal governnents and the
Nat i onal Housi ng Corporation, but also to private housi ng devel opers. This fund
has been the nost inportant financial source for the construction of public
rental housing. Loans for rental housing accounted for 11.6 per cent of the
total amount provided by the NHF in 1993. In 1996, the figure increased to 31.8
per cent as the Governnent increased both the anount of |oans per unit and the
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nunber of units to be financed fromthe Funds; a steady increase in the
financi al support is expected.

235. Second, public | and devel opers nmust allocate nore than 20 per cent of the
devel oped | and for the construction of rental houses with a floor area of 85 nt
or less at prices 10 per cent |ower than that of |land to be sold for housing.
Before 1996, such lowpriced | and was provided for rental houses with a fl oor
area of 60 nt or less, and the price of land for rental housing was the sane as
that for small-sized, for-sale housing. Financial support for rental housing
fromthe Funds has thus been expanded, and a further relaxation of the terms of
| oans is expected.

236. Third, for rental housing, the acquisition tax, the property tax and the
transfer tax are either reduced or not applicable. Wien rental housing | essors,
as defined in the Rental Housing Act, build for thenselves or purchase five or
nore housing units built by other builders with 60 nt or less in floor space for
rental purposes, the acquisition tax and the registration tax are not levied. If
the floor area of each of the five or nore rental units is no larger than 85 nt,
the aggregate land tax is inposed separately at the rate of 0.3 per cent and the
property tax is reduced by half. For permanent rental houses with a floor area
of 40 nt or less, both the aggregate |land tax and property tax are not |evied.
When soneone operates nore than five units of 85 nt or less for rental purposes
for five or nore years, the transfer tax is reduced by half, and when he or she
operates the units for nore than 10 years, the transfer tax is not levied at
all.

237. Since 1990, nore than 600,000 units have been constructed annually. As a
result, the housing supply ratio has inproved considerably. This hel ped
stabilize house prices and thus, nore and nore people preferred rental housing
to outright ownership. As a result, unsold new houses began to accunulate, wth
158, 000 units unsold as of COctober 1995.

238. To relieve the shortage of land for rental housing, the Governnent anended
the regul ati ons governing | and provision. Wen public agencies develop | and for
housi ng, no |l ess than 20 per cent of the devel oped | and must be allocated for
public rental housing. Also, land prices were cut by 10 per cent, fromthe

exi sting rate of 80-90 per cent of the cost to 70-80 per cent. Wen the | and
initially provided for for-sale housing is converted into snall-sized renta
housi ng, the housing developer is allowed to built 10 per cent nore houses than
originally permtted. The Governnment al so anended the Rental Housing Act in such
a way as to entitle rental housing devel opers to expropriate |and, provided they
are planning to build 100 or nore rental units and buy 90 per cent of the |and
required.

(b) Renewal of housing

239. Inproving of overcrowded and blighted urban housing areas is often
difficult due to the |lack of urban infrastructure, including roads, city water
and sewerage, and also the inhabitants' inability to pay. Housing inprovenent
and renewal projects aimat transform ng these areas into nore pleasant |iving
envi ronnents by constructing new houses and roads.

240. The CGovernnment extensively revised the U ban Renewal Act and its
Enf orcenent Ordi nance in 1995. The revision introduces urban planning concepts
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to pronote housing inprovenments and renewal that had been inactive. A systematic
framewor k was established to promote housing inprovenent and redevel opnment in
medi um and small cities. Mre cities are nowentitled to fornul ate urban renewa
pl ans. Provinces and cities are allowed to formul ate urban renewal plans and

i mpl enent t hem whenever the appropriate officials (e.g. governors, nayors,
county chiefs, etc.) find it necessary. The anendnent al so consolidated the
power of city mayors and county chiefs to supervise housi ng redevel opnent
projects. In addition, certified public accountants are required to audit the
accounts in order to prevent any irregularities in redevel opment projects.

241. Despite these institutional changes, there were still problens in the

i mpl enentati on of the projects, including heavier financial burdens on
residents. Therefore, the Governnent anended the Urban Renewal Act and its

Enf or cenent Ordi nance again in 1997. In the past, it was not the obligation of

| ocal governments to construct public infrastructure for housing redevel opnent
projects. Residents thenselves had to care for public utilities -- hence, the
heavi er financial burden on residents. The amendment nade it the responsibility
of the | ocal government to provide roads 20 mw de or wider and city parks as
defined by the City Park Act. This hel ps accel erate housing renewal projects by
reduci ng the people's financial burden

Tabl e 40: Housing redevel opnent projects

(As of 31 Decenber 1997)

Number of districts | Area (thousand m2) | Housesto be demolished | Housing unitsto be
(buildings) built
Total 346 15502 128 797 270703
Completed 195 6742 55 343 88 736
Under development 107 7162 58 537 153 158
Planned 44 1598 14915 28 809

(c) | nprovenent of housing environnments

242. The urban poor live in blighted areas with substandard housi ng and

i nsufficient urban infrastructure, such as roads, city water and sewerage.
However, it was difficult for the residents thenselves to inprove the housing
conditions. They | acked financial resources due to their |ow incomes, and the
physi cal conditions of their houses and settlenents did not neet the standards
required by official urban plans and buil ding codes. These probl ens aggravated
the poor quality of the living environments. The result was increasing
frustration and a sense of alienation anong | owinconme people. The Nationa
Assenbly enacted "The Provisional Law for the |Inprovenent of the Housing

Envi ronment of Urban Low-Income People” on 1 April 1989, and since then the
CGover nment has pronoted housi ng and environnental inprovement projects.

243. I n the Housing Environnent |nprovement Projects, the Government provided
State land and common | and free of charge to devel opers and provides | oans from
the funds for public finance or the National Housing Funds. However, due to
various regul atory obstacles, the progress was very poor. The Government thus
created policies to pronote the Housing Environnent |nprovenment Projects. Backed
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by public opinion, it pushed ahead with institutional inprovenents, including

t he amendnent of the Provisional Law for the Inprovenent of the Housing

Envi ronnment of Urban Lowincome People and its Enforcement Ordi nance. The
anmendnent rel axed regul ati ons governing the inplenentation of the Housing

Envi ronnent | nprovenent Projects. For a place to be designated as a housing

i mprovenent district, its area had to be 600 pyong (1 pyong = 3.954 sqg.ds.) or
larger; this criterion was reduced to 300 pyong. The floor area of houses to be
built had to be 18 pyong or less; this was increased to 25.7 pyong or |ess.
Rebuilt houses were to be provided only to the original residents. This was al so
changed so that any surplus houses (that is, houses left over after allocations
to original residents) can now be sold to outside people.

Tabl e 41: |l nvestnment in housing environnent inprovenent

(hundred mllion won)

Total Up to 1996 1997
Total 17 611 15834 1777
Improvement of substandard housing 7916 7237 679
(specid loans from the public finance) (3113) (2799) (314)
(loans from the National Housing Funds) (4 803) (4 438) (365)
Provision of infrastructure 9695 8597 1098

Tabl e 42: Housi ng environnent inprovenent projects

(As of 31 Decenber 1997)

To be designated Designated Under improvement Completed
Districts Housing units Districts Housing units Districts Housing units Districts Housing units
Total 502 163 000 467 125 100 347 101 800 61 12 300

Article 12. Right to physical and nental health

1. Trends in the national health status

244, Article 36 (3) of the Constitution of the Republic of Korea states that
the health of all citizens shall be protected by the State. In line with the
Constitution, the Korean Governnment has inplenented various policies, such as
the enactment of the Act on Establishnent of Health Care Centres (1956) and its
i mpl enentation, its revision of the Regional Public Health Act, a nationa
popul ati on control policy, the reinforcement of conmmuni cabl e and non-

comuni cabl e di sease control programres, enlargenent of small water-supply
systens, introduction of the National Medical |Insurance Programe and the
Nat i onal Medical Aid Programme, enactnment of the Special Act for Public Health
in Rural and Fishery Areas, strengthening of primary health care services,

i mprovenent of food and drug safety, and expansion of personnel and facilities
related to health care. As a result of these policies, Korean health standards
have i nproved trenmendously.

245. Life expectancy, the death rate and di sease preval ence rates are used as
health indices to assess the health standard of Koreans. Life expectancy, the
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primary index for assessing the national health status, was 59.8 years for nales
and 66.7 for females in 1970, and increased to 69.6 for males and 77.4 for
femal es in 1995.

246. The infant nortality rate, the nost sensitive nortality index, was 51 per
1,000 in 1970 and it decreased to 9.9 in 1993. The comruni cabl e di sease

i nci dence rate decreased from 23.5 per 100,000 and decreased to 6.1 in 1997. The
tubercul osis preval ence rate decreased from 2.5 per cent in 1980 to 1.0 per cent
in 1995. The parasite (roundworm infection rate decreased from 13 per cent in
1980 to 0.06 per cent in 1997. The safe delivery rate increased from59.5 per
cent in 1982 to 98.9 per cent in 1994 (which indicates that nost deliveries are
supervi sed by nedical personnel). The nunber of nedical personnel also rapidly

i ncreased and accessibility to medical facilities was inproved. Al these

i ndi ces denonstrate the inmprovenments in the national health.

2. Health policy

(a) Trends in health and nmedical policies

247. The trends and devel opnents in Korean health and nedical policies are
explained in detail in paragraphs 345 to 352 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

(b) Popul ation policy

248. Since the 1960s, the CGovernnment has inplenented the popul ati on policy as
an integral part of the national devel opment plan. As a result of the strong
popul ati on policy, which focuses on fertility control, Korea succeeded in
achieving a low growh and fetility rate. In the mddle of the 1980s, the growth
rate stayed under 1 per cent and the total fertility rate stayed below 2.1 per
cent. The goal of the national plan was achieved earlier than the Governnent
expected in the initial stage. The current popul ation issues have shifted from
gquantity to quality; that is, the current problenms include the rapidly

i ncreasing el derly popul ation, an unbal anced sex ratio, unsafe abortions, and
adol escent sexual and reproductive health probl ens.

249. To sustain the low fertility level and cope with the new energing

probl ems, the Governnment announced a new plan for population policy on 4 June
1996, which focused on the quality of life for the popul ation instead of
fertility control. The plan has given priority to the challenges of socia
policy: maintaining the total fertility rate at the replacenent |evel, inproving
the national maternal and child health programme (MCH), correcting the

unbal anced sex ratio, pronoting adol escent sexual and reproductive health,
expandi ng wonen's enpl oynent, and enhancing the social welfare and enpl oyment of
the elderly.

250. The Governnment hopes to abolish the legal and institutional barriers that
pronote the unbal anced sex ratio and therefore established the "Korea Culture
and Sex Research Centre" under the Planned Parenthood Federation of Korea based
on the MCH Act. The Centre carries out research and programes on sexuality and
provi des expert training courses in sex education for public health personnel
Trai ned heal th personnel carry out sex counselling and education in health
centres.
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(c) National maternal and child health programe

251. The MCH progranme has been inplenented in health centres as part of the
public health programes based on the MCH Act of 1973. In the 1980s, 89 MCH
centres and 12 Conprehensive MCH centres were established in rural and fishing
areas to provide pre- and post-natal care, delivery services and care of

i nfants, thus pronoting maternal and child health. Mjor MCH progranmes under

t he government policy include free health exam nations for pregnant wonmen and
infants of |owincome famlies. To prevent risk factors, when wonen and infants
are di agnosed to be in an abnormal condition at the first screening exam nation
they are referred for secondary exam nations in provincial professional medica
i nstitutions designated by the Government.

252. Basic vaccination programes for infants include DPT, MVR, rubella, polio
and hepatitis-B. Since 1995, rubella vaccination has been given to first-year
hi gh school girls to prevent congenital rubella syndrome. The Standard

Vacci nation Guideline, revised on 12 March 1997, has been effective since 1998.

253. Since January 1997, all newborn babies receive free screening tests for
congeni tal hypot hyroi di sm and phenyl ketonuria to prevent nmental retardation
From 1991 to 1996, only the newborn babies of |owincone famlies were eligible
for these tests. The Governnent has supplied special mlk and treated babies of
| ow-income fam lies suffering from metabolic disease

254. The CGovernment strongly encourages civil organizations and nedical and
academic circles to pronote breastfeeding. As part of the pronotional neasures,
medi cal institution fees for inpatients staying with their newborn babies in the
same room have been rei nbursed by the National Health Insurance Programme since
August 1994. The acconplishnents of the MCH progranmes inpl emented by public
health institutions can be seen bel ow

Table 43: MCH programmes of public health institutions

(unit: 1,000 persons)

Classification 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
1. Health check-up for pregnant 72 60 55 55 46 38
women and infant
2. Screening test for inborn errors 20 35 51 75 63 345
in metabolism
3. Vaccination for infants 3593 3571 3484 4359 4329 14 668

(d) Di sease Control Plan

255. The Disease Control Plan is divided into conmuni cabl e di sease control and
nonconmuni cabl e di sease control. Comuni cabl e di seases are subdivided into acute
comuni cabl e di sease, chronic conmuni cabl e di seases and specific di seases,

i ncluding sexually transmtted di seases (STDs). Communi cabl e di sease control is
based on the Conmuni cabl e Di sease Prevention Act enacted on 2 February 1954, the
Tubercul osis Prevention Act enacted on 16 January 1957 and the Acquired

I mmunodefi ci ency Syndrome (Al DS) Act enacted on 28 Novenber 1987. There are

29 kinds of legally notifiable communicabl e di seases, including 8 diseases in
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the first category which need to be reported i nmedi ately (e.g. cholera), 17 in
the second category (e.g. malaria) and 4 in the third category (e.qg.

tubercul osis). Notifiable diseases are classified into three categories, mainly
by the severity and comrunicability of the each di sease

(e) Acute communi cabl e di sease contro

256. Inprovenents in the standard of living, a greater awareness of health
pronoti on and the devel opment of vaccines and therapeutic drugs have decreased
t he out breaks of acute conmuni cabl e di seases. Recently, however, the energing
i nfecti ous di seases (EID), such as tropical nmalaria and chol era, have appeared
and appropriate care should be taken

257. The control of conmuni cabl e di seases first begins with the devel opnent of
a surveillance systemthat nonitors the preval ence of disease. Second, the
reporting systemof |egal comruni cabl e di seases must be inproved. Next, data on
conmuni cabl e di seases need to be well docunented and managed. Finally, the
clinical criteria in |legal comrunicabl e di sease reporting systems nust be

st andar di zed.

258. The preval ence rate of communi cabl e di seases was 6.1 per 100,000 people in

1997 conpared with 3.7 per 100,000 people in 1996. Remarkably enough, malaria
out breaks have been increasing since 1994.

Table 44: Occurrence of acute conmuni cabl e di seases

(unit: nunber of patients)

Disease 1990 1994 1995 1996 1997

Cholera - - 68 2 10
Samonellosis 232 267 370 475 265
Shigellosis 13 233 23 9 11
Meades 3415 7883 71 65 2
Mumps 2092 1874 430 254 238
Japanese B encephalitis 1 3

Hemorrhagic fever with rend syndrome 106 132 89 118 104
Leptospirosis 140 7 13 6 4
Mdaria - 20 107 356 1724

259. The reporting systemunder the Communi cabl e Di sease Prevention Act is the
foundati on of the Communi cabl e Di sease Surveillance System In order to find the
patients rapidly, a disease surveillance nonitoring systemis being established.
Nat i onwi de, approxi mately 23,000 peopl e have been desighated as surveill ance
nonitors.

260. The epidem ol ogi cal survey team pursues the etiol ogical agent and takes
measures to prevent and control the di seases. According to the scale of the
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out break and the nature of the etiological agent, the central Governnent's
epi dem ol ogy team or the provincial health centre will carry out the tasks.

261. In order to operate the imunization progranme and evaluate the efficacy
of the vaccines, standard imuni zation guidelines were established by experts in
related fields. In 1997, influenza was designated as a comruni cabl e di sease
provisionally preventabl e by inmunization.

262. In order to publicize the immunization progranme, it is necessary to make
use of mass nmedia to informthe popul ati on about communi cabl e di seases,

i ncl udi ng Japanese B encephalitis, henorrhagic fever with renal syndrone, and
mal aria. To prevent these inported comuni cabl e di seases, the authorities
concerned shoul d pass information about the disease on to the rel ated
departnents and travel agencies.

(f) Chroni ¢ _conmuni cabl e di sease contro

263. The chronic di seases under control are tubercul osis, |eprosy, chronic
active hepatitis B and parasitic infections. Since the 1960s, the Governnent has
continuously carried out a tubercul osis eradication programe, including

vacci nation, patient followup and treatnment. The five-yearly surveillance
controls for tubercul osis have shown that the prevalence rate was 5.1 per cent
of the popul ation over five years old in 1965, but only 1.0 per cent in 1995,
and the bacillus-positive preval ence rate decreased from0.94 per cent to

0.22 per cent. In the light of the prevalence rate and the nunber of patients,
the ratio is still somewhat high conpared with other devel oped countries.

264. On the basis of accunul ated di agnostic techni ques achi eved through
tubercul osis eradication programmes and the expansion of hospital facilities,
nmore effective tuberculosis control (e.g. a prevalence rate of 0.4 per cent,
simlar to that of advanced countries), is targeted for the year 2000. In order
to acconmplish this programre, it is necessary to expand BCG vacci nation, detect
t he di sease early, and publicize the progranmre.

265. The preval ence rate of |eprosy has markedly decreased from 27, 628 peopl e
in 1981 (prevalence rate 0.71 per cent) to 20,224 in 1997 (preval ence rate

0.44 per cent). This decrease is due to the active participation of provincia
institutions and nedial personnel in the Leprosy Eradication Progranmme. In the
future, 23 leprosy control teams will conduct the progranme. The support for the
| eprosariumwi || be increased and it will help the patients to be independent.

266. Sexually transmtted di sease (STD) control begins at the time of the
positive result and ends in conplete treatment. The etiol ogi cal agents of STD
are so clear that they can be elimnated by preventing transm ssion to others.
Under article 8 (2) of the Communi cabl e Di sease Prevention Act and the Health
Di agnosi s Regul ation, regul ar di agnosis and counselling are being provided by
medi cal personnel

(9) Acquired i mune deficiency syndrone (AIDS) contro

267. The first AIDS case in Korea was reported in Decenber 1985 and as of March
1998, 104 people anong the total of 776 H V-infected patients have devel oped
Al DS and 102 of them have died. The Korean Governnent established the AlIDS
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Prevention Act in Novenber 1987. Since then, the Governnent has been trying to
prevent transmi ssion and provide care for the patients.

Tabl e 45: Occurrence of H V infection

Total 1985-1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 Remark
Total number of infection 776 245 78 90 108 102 124 29
Male 678 218 71 78 89 90 107 25
Female 98 27 7 12 19 12 17 4
Number of patients 104 10 6 11 145 22 33 8 Death : 102
Living: 2

(h) Noncommuni cabl e di sease contro

268. It is estimated that 2.16 per cent of the Korean popul ati on (990, 000
people) was treated for nmental disorders during 1997. In Decenber 1997, there
were 28,551 psychiatric beds (0.62 psychiatric beds per 1,000 people). If

psychi atric asyluns are included, there were 46,523 psychiatric beds (1.01 beds
per 1,000 people). In 1996, about 295.3 billion won were spent on the treatnment
of nmental disorders, equivalent to 3.7 per cent of the total medical expenditure
for Korea.

269. Mental illnesses are expected to increase due to the recent marked changes
in the socio-econom c environment and the denographic/famly structures. The
Government is therefore developing a |long-term service system plan for nationa
mental health. According to the Mental Health Act legislated in 1995, the main
direction of mental health policy has been changed from |l ong-term
hospitalization to community mental health programres, and the Korean Governnent
has been devel oping a community nental health service systemthat prevents
mental illness and detects, treats and rehabilitates mentally ill patients in
the comunity.

270. Due to the inprovenents in living conditions, nutrition and treatnent

met hods, the recent epidem ol ogical profile of Korea shows that the nortality
rate from comuni cabl e di seases has been decreasing sharply while the nortality
rate from chroni c-degenerative di seases has been increasing. These changes in
the epi dem ol ogi cal profile have been caused by rapid econom c devel opnent
during the past three decades. It is anticipated that this tendency will be nore
pronounced because of the aging popul ati on, changes in dietary habits, an

i ncrease in the snoking popul ati on, and a decrease of physical activities. The
crude nortality rates (per 100,000 people) for major chronic diseases in 1996
were 111.9 for malignant neoplasm 74.7 for cardiovascul ar di sease, 13.8 for
hypertensive di sease, 27.3 for chronic |iver disease and 17.4 for di abetes

mel |itus.

271. The National Cancer Centre in Korea will be established by 2000 and wil |
carry out the national cancer control programe, including the prevention
screening and treatnment of cancer. In addition, the Korea Heart Foundati on has
recei ved about 800 children with heart di sease each year
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(i) Parasite controls

272. The infection rate of intestinal parasites decreased from 3.8 per cent to
2.4 per cent (national surveys in 1992 and 1997, respectively) mainly due to the
i mprovenent in the econony, living conditions and health education as well as

t he devel opnent of effective anthelm ntic drugs.

(j) Food safety

273. Food safety in the Republic of Korea is controlled by the Food Sanitation
Act enacted on 20 January 1962. There were 57,000 food manufacturing/processing
busi nesses, 584,000 restaurants and 142,000 selling/transporting/treatnent

busi nesses as of June 1997. Food safety training, inspection and surveillance of
subqual ity and adulterated foods, and safety control for inported foods are
explained in detail in paragraphs 380 to 382 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

(k) Drinki ng wat er managenent

274. Environmental pollution has been accel erated by industrialization and
ur bani zati on. The Republic of Korea manages drinking water under the Water
Supply Act and the Drinking Water Management Act.

(1) Supply of safe water

275. Because of the increase in water pollution, the desire for clean water has
i ncreased continuously. Accordingly, the Korean Government supplies safe water
through the increase in water supply facilities and the establishnment of
simplified water supply facilities at rural areas. At the end of 1996, the safe
wat er supply rate was 91.4 per cent.

Table 46: Current status of drinking water supply

(As of the end of 1996)

. Small water supply Common drinking water facility
Classification Total Tap water
system (well water and so on)
Number of facilities - 649 26134 -
Population using water supply 46 426 38823 3634 3969
(unit:thousand person)
Rate (%) 100 83.6 7.8 8.6

(m Current status of operation of the environnmental infrastructure

276. As of the end of 1996, about 15,310,000 tons of sewage were generated per
day throughout the nation and 70 per cent of the sewage was treated in sewage
treatment facilities.

277. As of the end of 1996, about 45,954 n? of nightsoil were generated

t hroughout the country per day. The nightsoil fromflush toilets is treated
t hrough sewage treatment facilities, septic tanks for each househol d and
wastewater treatnent facilities. In addition, because al nost all the nightsoi
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fromconventional toilets is treated at regional nightsoil treatnent facilities,
98 per cent of the nightsoil is treated on the whole.

278. As of the end of 1996, about 49,925 tons of waste per day (18,2 million
tons per year, i.e. 1.1 kg/day/person) were generated throughout the nation and
waste fromindustries produced about 130,648 tons per day. The ampunt of waste
tends to increase continuously as the standard of l|iving and production activity
i ncrease.

(n) Managenent of health resources

279. An abstract of medical and health personnel is provided in paragraphs 384
and 385 of the initial report on the Covenant.

280. In 1997, there were 564,000 |icensed and regi stered nedi cal personnel, of
whom 218, 000 peopl e were actively engaged in nmedical and health services. The
nunber of people per nedical personnel is 644 per physician, 3,007 per dentist,
1,009 per pharnmacist, 345 per nurse.

281. There has been a great increase in the nunber of medical facilities over
the past decades. The number of hospitals and clinics has increased markedly
from 314 hospitals and 11,440 clinics in 1980 and 637 hospitals and 22,574
clinics in 1991, to 837 hospitals and 29,935 clinics in 1996. The nunber of
hospi tal beds has also greatly increased from 65,041 beds in 1980 and 143, 305
beds in 1991, to 209, 248 beds in 1996.

282. To cope with the dramatic increase in the demand for health care and nake
use of limted resources efficiently, the Government classified nedica
facilities into primary health care facilities, secondary hospitals and tertiary
hospital s, and al so established a nationw de |ocalization systemfor medica
services, including the delimtation of regions, the devel opnent of graded
services and a patient referral system

283. The Energency Medical Treatnent Act was enacted for patients who are in
need of energency care. Under the Act, general hospitals nust have an emergency
room w th adequate personnel and equi pnent. These general hospitals and other
hospital s can be categorized into emergency nedical centres or energency medi ca
institutions according to evaluations by the Mnistry. As of June 1998, there
were 355 emergency nedical centres and institutions. The notification and
transportation of patients in energencies are under the control of the "119
centre,” which is under the Mnistry of Government Adm nstration and Home
Affairs. Current energency information centres under the Mnistry of Health and
Welfare will innovate functions focused on supplying informati on concerning the
status of hospital beds and how to care for patients en route to the hospital

284. The CGovernnment has inplenented a pilot progranme of hospital-based hone
health care since 1994 to bring enotional well-being to patients and utilize
medi cal services efficiently. It also plans an Organ Transplant Act in order to
regul ate organ transplants efficiently.

(0) Community health care progranme (prinmary health care)

285. To inprove community health care services, the Government expanded prinmary
health care facilities (i.e. local health centres under the Health Centre Act,
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enacted on 13 Decenber 1956 and revised in 1962). In Decenmber 1995, the Health
Centre Act was replaced by the Community Health Act so that health centres can
play a central role as life-long health care facilities for the public. In 1997,
847 doctors and dentists, including public doctors in 245 health centres, were
in charge of community health care services.

286. In 1991, the Government revised a Special Act (enacted in 1980) so that
doctors can serve as "public doctors” in needy areas as an alternative to
mlitary duty. Public doctors are deployed to health care institutions, health
centres, health subcentres and even private hospitals in nedically vul nerable
areas, such as rural and fishery areas. In 1997, 1,958 public doctors were hired
by 1,314 health subcentres.

287. Health care posts have been established in isolated villages in which the
popul ation is over 500 people (in case of islands, over 300 people) to carry out
primary health care programres. In 1997, 2,034 health practitioners in

2,034 healthcare posts provided health care, MCH, famly planning, tuberculosis
control and health education services to enhance primary health care and
preventive health care services. The Governnment is working to strengthen the
care and preventive functions of primary health care facilities through ful
budget ary support for the purchase of equipnment for public health facilities,
such as health centres, health subcentres and heal th posts.

288. Hospital ships have been in operation to provide health care services for
island residents - five hospital ships and four speed boats for evacuation. For
urban, lowincone famlies living in poor conditions, the Government encourages
the health centres to play a key role in the community prevention programmes.

289. Since 1994, the "Project for the Inprovement of Health Care Services in
Rural and Fishery Areas" has been inplenmented to inprove the health care

servi ces and expand health care delivery systenms. The Governnent subsidi zed
142.9 billion won to reform public health facilities, purchase nedical equipnent
for 211 health centres/subcentres and i nprove nedical instrunents for 94 health
centres. Furthernore, to provide quality secondary health care services for
rural and fishery people, the Governnent has provided 114 billion won in | ong-
termand |lowinterest loans to the private health sector to reinforce its
facilities.

290. To inprove the efficiency of health centres, the Governnent has

i npl enent ed a managenent i nformation system (M S), including conputerization and
networ ki ng, since 1994. All nationwi de health centres will be integrated into
the MS system by 2000.

(p) Phar maceutical administration

291. The basic neasures for the control of pharmaceutical manufacturing is
explained in detail in paragraphs 390 to 392 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

292. To sunmarize the progress so far, first, the application of the Korea Good
Manuf acturing Practice (KGW), which systematically regul ates the pharmaceutica
manuf acturi ng process, was made mandatory to prevent inferior products in
manuf acturing and distribution. Conpanies that do not conformto KGW standards
are not approved to sell new drugs. The Korea Food and Drug Adm ni stration
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(KFDA) regularly inspects drug manufacturing facilities and carries out quality
control inspections.

293. Second, any party wi shing to manufacture pharnmaceuticals nmust obtain a
manuf acturing licence from KFDA and have a suitably equipped facility. The
regi stration of each pharmaceutical product with the KFDA is required for the
manuf acture and sal e of pharmaceutical s.

294. Third, one of the neasures in place to guarantee the safety and efficacy
of pharmaceuticals is the drug re-evaluation project, which re-eval uates
products which had previously net old standards, agai nst new nedical and

phar macol ogi cal know edge. According to the results of the re-evaluation
descriptions of the product's registration, such as anount of raw materials,

ef fi cacy, dose and precautions, can be changed. To collect information on drug
side-effects, in January 1998 KFDA designated 4,073 nonitoring agencies

consi sting of hospitals, clinics and pharmacies. Efforts are being nade to
prevent adverse drug reactions by gathering information fromarticles issued by
WHO or professional magazi nes.

295. Cdinical testing is the nost critical procedure for new drug registration
To regul ate the procedure, KFDA has enacted the Korea Good Clinical Practice
(KGCP) and initiated a clinical test protocol for each group of drug since

Oct ober 1995. To inmprove the safe use of new drugs, KFDA adopted the New Drug
Re- exam nati on System whi ch requires subm ssion of a clinical report for each
new drug after it has been marketed for a certain period of tinme.

296. Measures to control over-advertisenent and maintain fair sales practices
are explained in detail in paragraphs 396 to 397 of the initial report on the
Covenant .

(q) Measures agai nst drug abuse

297. The pattern of drug abuse has varied according to the changes in the
soci al environnment of the Republic of Korea. Narcotics |ike opiumand heroin
were the nost popul ar drugs during the early 1960s, cannabis in the 1970s, and
met hanphet am nes (so-call ed phil opone) during the late 1970s and 1980s. Sniffers
of volatile substances, such as adhesives, organic solvents and gases, and
abusers of general drugs which do not come under the control of drug
regul ati ons, such as dextronet horphan, have been found frequently since 1990.

298. Korea has taken neasures over the past 43 years to deal with drug use. The
Government enacted the Narcotics Act on 23 April 1957, the Cannabis Control Act
on 7 April 1976, the Psychotropic Substances Control Act on 28 December 1979,
and the Special Act Against Illicit Drug Trafficking on 6 Decenber 1995. A
unified control systemwas set up under these laws in the Mnistry of Health and
Welfare to prevent dangerous substances from bei ng abused, and to reinforce |aw
enforcenent activities.

299. The policies against drug abuse are as follows. To reduce drug use through
treatnment and rehabilitation, 23 national or public nental hospitals have been
designated as treatnment and rehabilitation centres by KFDA which is responsible
for the paynment of costs and the supply of equipnment. In addition, the Specia
Experti se Treatnment and Rehabilitation Centre, which supports 200 beds, opened
in Decenber 1997. Wth a view to protecting human rights, the Governnent
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procl ai ned the Presidential Decree on Protection of Drug Addicts in Treatnent
and Rehabilitation. Under the decree, the Judgenent Comrittee on Protection for
Drug Addicts in Treatnment was established to prevent the infringenment of the
human rights of drug addicts in nedical facilities. The Comm ttee, consisting of
psychi atrists, |awers and public officials, exam nes drug in-patients in order
to guarantee and i nprove the human rights of these patients.

300. The Governnment has, to the best of its capability, been carrying out
preventive progranmes to reduce the demand for drugs, including showing fil s
and vi deo tapes at cinemas and on cable television networks to enlighten people
about drug abuse and its effects, producing and distributing anti-drug posters,
sl ogans, leaflets, booklets and slides, and havi ng KFDA-trai ned counsellors and
school teachers educate students. The Korean Anti-Drug Canpai gn Centre, a non-
governnment al organi zati on, has been established to carry out drug prevention
activities. The Governnment subsidized 90 million won in 1993 and 1994,

400 million won in 1995 and 1996 and 800 million won in 1997 to this centre.
This support will be increased to pronote civilian activities for drug demand
reduction. Every year, inspections of |licensed narcotic and psychotropic
pharmaceuti cal manufacturers and distributors take place to ensure effective
managenment net hods and to check for the deviation of narcotic and psychotropic
substances fromlicit to illicit traffic. Since international drug crimnals
have been expandi ng their networks, the Governnment recognizes the inportance of
cooperation and coordination at the national, regional and international |evels
to fight against drug trafficking. To this end, the Governnent has exchanged
drug-related informati on with other countries and participated in internationa
conferences and sem nars on drug abuse control which pronote internationa
cooperation.

3. The public health budget

301. The budget for public health in 1995 was 629 billion won, which is
0.18 per cent of GNP or 1.26 per cent of the total governmental budget. The
primary public health budget has also increased rapidly every year and in 1995

it was 283 billion won, which was 45 per cent of the public health budget.
Tabl e 47: The public health budget
(ml1lion won)
Section 1980 1985 1990 1995
GNP 36 749 200 78 088 400 168 437 800 339 529 000
Central governmental budget 6 466 756 12532 362 27 455 733 49 987 915
Public health division budget 46 933 112 960 396 883 629 147
Primary public health budget 46 520 105 857 160 612 283181

4., Public health indicators
(a) Infant nortality rate
302. The infant nortality rate is used as an index to neasure the health of
infants, as well as living and cultural standards. The infant nortality rate in
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Korea was 9.9 per 1,000 people in 1993, down from 12.5 in 1988. The decrease in
infant nortality resulted from Korea's econom c growh, nother and child health
programes, environnental inprovements and national vacci nation programres.

(b) | muni zati on

303. The Government provides an annual basic vaccination programme to inprove
i nfant health. The follow ng are the vaccination statistics for major infant
conmuni cabl e di seases:

Tabl e 48: Vaccination statistics for nmpjor infant comruni cabl e di seases
(unit: thousand people)
1991 1993 1995 1997
1. DPT 2086 2238 2080 2251
2. MMR 635 601 524 613
3. Polio 2355 2480 2305 2493
4.BCG 1333 1352 1199

Life expectancy

304. The average life expectancy in Korea was 73.5 in 1995,
years fromthe average |life expectancy in 1970.
is expected to be 74.9.

an increase of 10.3
Li fe expectancy in the year 2000

Tabl e 49: Life expectancy
(unit: years)
1970 1980 1990 1995 2000 (estimated)
Total 63.2 65.8 716 735 74.9
Men 59.8 62.7 67.7 69.6 710
Women 66.7 69.1 757 774 78.6

Accessibility to nedica

care facilities

In 1986, 80 per

cent of the popul ati on (about 32,600, 000 peopl e) had
access to nedi cal personnel within an hour's travel by foot or autonobile. By
1997, 245 health centres and 1,314 health subcentres had been established, al ong
with 2,034 primary health care posts in rural and island areas.

(e) Safe delivery rates and maternal nortality rates

306. In 1997, the target population of the MCH programe for people aged 15-44,
was 11,561, 000 people or 25.1 percent of the total population (45.9 million).
There are 73,000 pregnant women and 355,000 infants registered with health
centres for the national MCH programme. The rest of the people are covered by
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medi cal insurance or nedical aid. It is estimated that nobst pregnant women are
able to obtain health care services by professional health personnel

307. The safe delivery rate in 1994 was 98.9 per cent (urban 99.4 per cent and
rural 96.1 per cent), which is significantly higher than the 88.9 per cent rate
in 1988. This is because nost deliveries are now carried out by specialized
personnel : 97.6 per cent of pregnant wonmen received pre-natal care from

prof essional nedical facilities. The average nunber of pre-natal visits is 10
(urban 10.1 and rural 9.1).

308. In 1995-1996, the maternal nortality rate was 20 per 100,000 deliveries.
It is anticipated that this rate will continue to decline.

(f) Specialized nedical care for infants

309. Infant deaths cone from premature birth, |ow birth weight and hospita

i nfection. Therefore, the major neasures for decreasing infant nortality are
proper pre-natal services fromthe first stage of pregnancy, and di agnosis,
treatment and inprovenent of nutrition for infants.

310. The CGovernnment is carrying out health education and regular health

exam nation programres for pregnant women. Infant health screeni ng programres
during the sixth and eighteenth nonth of |ife are al so conducted. Wen an infant
is diagnosed to be in an abnormal condition, the child will be given a secondary
cl ose exam nation for appropriate health care services. The infant popul ation
targeted for government care was 2,072,000 or 48 per cent of the tota

popul ation aged 0 to 5 in 1997. OQther infants can utilize medical insurance or
medi cal aid.

5. Health status of people in marginal areas

311. The health policy for rennte areas is explained in detail in paragraphs
416 and 417 of the initial report on the Covenant. Recently, in an effort to
provi de community health for all socio-econom c cl asses, the Government has

i mpl emented a "Pilot Project for Primary Health Care for Urban Low i nconme

Fam lies." These famlies are provided with infant vaccination, pre-natal care
and contracepti ve services.

312. About 2,000 leprosy patients, who reside in areas which are renote from
nmedi cal facilities, are registered and taken care of in 90 settlenent villages,
at hone and in institutions such as the National Leprosy Hospital on Sorok

I sl and. Patients who have no one to support them can be acconmpdated in
facilities such as the National Leprosy Hospital, and |livelihood all owances are
granted to elderly patients who lived in settlenent villages.

313. Under the innovative health care delivery system which includes health
subcentres and health care posts, people who live in renote areas can access
high-quality health care services and thus, their health status has been greatly
i nproved. Current trends, including decreased infant nortality and increased
life expectancy, are derived fromthese policies.
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6. Measures for the environnent

314. The Republic of Korea ensures environnental rights through article 35 of
its Constitution, which states that "All citizens shall have the right to a
heal thy and pl easant environnment. The State and all citizens shall endeavor to
protect the environment. The substance of the environmental right shall be
determ ned by the Act. The State shall endeavor to ensure confortabl e housing
for all citizens through housing devel opment policies and the Iike."

315. In addition to the environnental acts described in paragraph 471 of the
initial report on the Covenant, the follow ng environmental acts have been

| egislated : the Act on the Promption of Saving and Recycling of Resources

(8 Decenber 1992); the Environnental |npact Assessment Act (11 June 1993); the
Devel opnent of and Support for Environnental Technol ogy Act (22 Decenber 1994);
the Drinki ng Water Managenent Act (5 January 1995); the Soil Environnent
Conservation Act (5 January 1995); the Pronmotion of Installation of Waste

Di sposal Facilities and Assistance, etc. to Adjacent Areas Act (5 January 1995);
the Act on the Control of Transboundary Moyvenent of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Di sposal (8 Decenber 1992); the Special Account for Environnental |nprovenent
Act (5 January 1994); the Air Quality Control in Underground Location Act (30
Decenmber 1996); the Inland Water Body Water Quality Management Act (28 August
1997); and the Special Act Relating to the Preservation of the Ecosystens of

I sl and Regi ons such as Tokdo, etc. (13 Decemnber 1997)

316. As of Decenber 1997, the environnental adm nistration consists of the

M nistry of Environment (MOE), four Environmental Managenent O fices, four

Regi onal Environmental Managenment O fices, the National Institute of

Envi ronnmental Research (NIER) (there are four Water Quality Research
Labouratories and a Mdtor Vehicle Emi ssion Research Labouratory under the N ER)
the Central Environnmental D sputes Coordination Comr ssion, and the
Environmental Officials Training Institute.

317. The Republic of Korea has inplenmented the Conprehensive Long-term

Envi ronnental Preservation Plan (1996-2005), also known as "G een Vision 21",
and the Conprehensive Md-term Plan for Environmental |nprovenent (1997-2001).
By 2001, the Governnment will inprove air quality to 0.01 ppm of SO
concentration and reduce notor vehicle em ssions to 970,000 tons. It also plans
to raise the sewage treatnent rate to 65 per cent and the tap water supply rate
to 90 per cent. Likew se, the Governnent inplenented the Conprehensive Plan for
Mari ne Pollution Prevention in 1996 to solve marine pollution.

318. The CGovernnment will strengthen air quality standards to conply with the
WHO reconmended standards and will strengthen water quality standards gradually.
Al so, the CGovernnent will expand exam nation itenms for drinking water quality
from45 itens to 85 itenms. As an OECD menber country, the Republic of Korea will
al so expand and strengthen exam nation itenms and standards for new toxic
chemicals to OECD | evel s.

319. The Republic of Korea is making efforts to inprove the participation of
t he people to solve environnental problens through public hearings. Also, the
Governnment is trying to neet the needs of the people for environnenta

i nformation through Internet services.
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320. It is estimated that 32 trillion won, including financial resources from
the private sector, will be needed to inplenent the Conprehensive Md-term Pl an
for Environnmental |nprovenment (1997-2001). This investment will be concentrated

on both air and water quality inprovenent, waste nanagenent, marine conservation
and devel opnment of environnental technol ogy. To secure the necessary financia
resources for the Md-term Pl an, the Governnment will use econom c incentives,

i ncludi ng the Environnental |nprovement Charges, and attract private capital to
hel p establish an environnmental infrastructure.

7. Control of endenic and occupational diseases

321. Plans to counter endem c di seases are described in paragraph 431 of the
initial report on the Covenant.

322. Measures agai nst occupational disease control are explained in section 5
of this report.

8. The plan for nedical expenses for the elderly

323. The plan for medical expenses is described in paragraphs 428 to 430 of the
initial report on the Covenant.

9. Community participation in primary health care

324. Comunity participation in primary health care is described in paragraph
439 of the initial report on the Covenant.

10. Health education and pronption for the people

325. The CGovernnment enacted the National Health Pronotion Act in January 1995.
This act changed the direction of public health policy fromi mmunization and
treatment of infectious diseases to a health pronotion system which includes the
prevention of health risk factors and encourages healthy lifestyles to prevent
chroni c-degenerati ve di seases.

326. The content of the National Health Services Act explains the duty,
responsibility and strategies to pronote the welfare of citizens at both State
and local levels. The Act also outlines plans to pronote financial support for
healthy lifestyles, anti-snoking and anti-al cohol canpaigns, health education
nutrition-intake programes, and dental - hygi ene programmes.

327. Various efforts are being nade to facilitate health education for

enpl oyees of medical facilities. The content of the health education progranme
i ncl udes anti-snoking, anti-al cohol and healthy |ifestyle canpaigns, as well as
prevention methods for infectious diseases, good nutrition habits, dental and
public hygi ene, and exercise habits that can inprove the quality of health.

328. Health education and pronotion centres provide further studies in the
field of health education and the managenent of health education information, as
wel | as the operation of health education and adverti senent teans for the
preventi on of major diseases.
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Article 13. The right to education

1. The ideology., system and policy of education

329. The fundanmental educational ideology is described in paragraphs 502 and
503 of the initial report on the Covenant.

330. As of April 1997, the total nunber of students in the Republic of Korea
represented one fourth of the total population, accounting for nore than

11.5 mllion people. There are approxi mately 19,800 school s and 440, 000
teachers. The support systemfor this educational community consists of the
central Governnment, the Mnistry of Education, the nunicipal, |ocal and
provincial (16 in total) offices of education, as well as numerous |ower-Ieve
educational offices in cities and districts (181 in total).

331. The first step to ensure the right to education is free and conpul sory
primary education. The Republic of Korea has provided free and conpul sory
primary education since 1948. Constructive efforts are also being nmade to reduce
over-sized classes and schools, develop nore effective teaching-Iearning

nmet hodol ogi es, introduce new educati onal engineering skills, and inprove

eval uati on net hods.

332. Wth respect to research and schol arshi ps for education, the Republic of
Korea has established and operates research institutions directly connected to
the Mnistry of Education. These institutions include the National Acadeny of
Sci ence, the Korean History Conpilation Commttee, the National Specia
Educati on Foundation, the Korean Education Pronoti on Foundation, the Nationa
Institute of Educational Eval uation, the Korean Job-Training Associ ation, and
the Korean Cultural Association. In order to fund university professors,
academ c groups and research institutions, the Republic of Korea has founded the
Korea Research Foundation. Furthernore, education research institutions at the
city and district level are also actively involved in educational research

st udi es.

333. The Constitution of the Republic of Korea guarantees, by |aw, the autonomny
of education and its separation frompolitics, and the autonomy of universities
(Constitution, article 31, clause 4). The Constitution is the authority in
determi ning the basis of the Korean educational systemand its admnistration
whil e the bases of the educational curriculumand the status of teachers are
determi ned by legislation (Constitution, article 31, clause 6). Wile the

i mportance of education is acknow edged in the Constitution, the specifics
concerning education are detailed in education-related by-laws, such as the
Education Act, the Primary Education Act, the Secondary Education Act, the
Private Education Act and others. Henceforth, the Government will continue to
strive for the inprovenent and transformati on of education

334. The average nunber of years of schooling for a Korean citizen, by sex and
age group, is indicated in the table below During the past 20 years, the
average nunber of years of schooling for Korean citizens has gradually

i ncreased. The continuously increasing educational opportunities during this
time have hel ped to increase educational attainment for younger age-groups.
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Tabl e 50: Average nunmber of vears of schooling, by sex and age

(unit: one year)
Classification Average 6-19 yearsold 20-29 yearsold 30-39 yearsold 40-49 yearsold Over 50 yearsold

1970 total 5.74 5.33 8.32 7.15 4.83 1.98
Male 6.86 5.47 8.81 8.65 6.42 3.06
Femae 4,72 5.21 7.48 5.64 3.36 1.09
1975 total 6.62 6.16 8.83 8.12 6.26 2.74
Mae 7.61 6.26 9.25 9.33 7.90 4,02
Femae 5.70 6.08 8.41 6.88 4.75 172
1980 total 7.61 6.53 9.88 9.17 7.52 4.16
Male 8.67 6.60 10.33 10.19 9.01 5.03
Femae 6.63 6.10 9.44 8.10 5.95 2.25
1985 total 8.58 6.71 10.96 10.12 8.52 4,55
Male 9.66 6.71 11.34 10.93 9.88 6.49
Femae 7.58 6.71 10.61 9.28 7.14 3.08
1990 total 9.54 7.74 12.03 11.09 9.52 5.53
Male 10.55 7.70 12.26 11.78 19.64 7.56
Femae 8.58 7.79 11.81 10.37 8.35 3.92
1995 total 10.25 6.97 12.70 12.13 10.51 6.46
Male 11.18 6.74 12.70 12.69 11.39 8.52
Female 9.37 7.22 12.70 11.56 9.58 4.81

Source: The National Statistics Ofice, Koreas Social |ndex, 1997.

2. The right to education

(a) The opportunity for primary education

335. Free and conmpul sory primary educati on has been alnost fully realized, as
i ndi cated in paragraphs 449-451 of the initial report on the Covenant.

336. The objective of primary education is to provide the basic education
necessary for attaining the desirable qualities of citizenship. To achieve this
goal, the basic primary curriculumincludes ethics, Korean | anguage,

mat hemati cs, social studies, natural science, physical education, mnusic, fine
arts, home management, English and extracurricular activities. The Seventh
Curriculum which is to be inplenented in 2000, enphasizes the acquisition of
basi ¢ habits and manners for first and second graders. The curriculum al so
encour ages schools in the fornulation of various activities and flexibility in
ti me- managenent. These efforts are intended to help students better understand
the worl d, cooperate with others, and develop the qualities of globa
citizenship.

337. In order to inprove the nutritional intake of the students, school neal

pl ans have been installed. There are two types of meal plans: the school -

provi ded nmeal plan and the board of trustee-provided nmeal plan. In principle,
the budget for school cafeterias is to be funded by the schoo
founder/adm ni strator, but a school nmneal-sponsoring association can assist in
its funding. Simlarly, the expenses for the operation of such facilities is to
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be funded by the school founder/ adm nistrator. However, a school neal -
sponsori ng association or a parents association can assist in funding the
expense. The parents are to fund the expense for the cost of food. However, for
primary school students who attend schools on islands, in isolated villages,
farmng and fishing villages, or are extrenely poor in general, the governnent
or |l ocal bodies provide the funding.

338. The funding for the board of trustees-provided neal plans are determ ned
by the principal after taking into account the opinions of the parents and/or
the school board. The parents are to fund the expense for the cost of food.
However, for elenmentary school students and financially di sadvantaged students,
as in the case of school -provided nmeal plans, the Government or |ocal bodies
provi de the funding (Law on School -provi ded Meal Plan, article 8, article 10,
cl ause 3, School -provi ded Meal Pl an Enforcenent Act, article 7).

(b) The opportunity for niddle school education

339. Students who have conpleted their primry education have the right, and
the obligation, to attend m ddl e school (Constitution, article 31, and Education
Act article 8). However, the Government cannot provide free mddle schoo
education because it places i mense burdens on the Governnent's budget.
Therefore, since 1986, free m ddl e school education has only been provided to
students attendi ng schools on islands and in renote villages. Since 1992, the
Gover nment has taken step-by-step neasures to expand free m ddl e schoo

education to the district |evel.

340. As of April 1997, the percentage of primary school graduates who have gone
on to mddle school was over 99.9 per cent, and anong m ddl e school students,
the percentage of those who received free and conpul sory educati on reached

20. 2 per cent.

341. M ddl e school education ains at building on the basics of primary
education. Therefore, in addition to the 10 subjects taught in primry school

cl asses on home econom cs, mechanics, Chinese characters, conputer skills,

envi ronnent and foreign | anguages are al so taught in mddle schools. The Seventh
Curricul um has been designed to nmeet contenporary social and cul tural demands
and allow nore flexibility in providing elective subjects, such as Chi nese
characters, conputer skills and foreign | anguages. An understandi ng of the
various challenges in today's world, such as di sease, poverty, fam ne

popul ati on and the environnment, is al so enphasi zed.

342. M ddl e school graduates can further their education by advancing to high
school. The students are given the option of choosing between vocational high
school s and general high schools. The percentage of m ddl e school graduates who
went on to attend high school reached 99.4 per cent in 1997, and the ratio

bet ween the nunber of students in vocational and general high schools is 41:59.

(c) System of schol arshi ps

343. The CGovernnent and | ocal bodies provide scholarship grants and ot her
appropriate nmeasures to fund students who have financial difficulties in
attendi ng hi gh school (Educational Act, article 28). There are al so various
education by-laws that outline the standards and nethods of granting
schol ar shi ps.
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344. Schol arship foundations, social organizati ons and phil anthropists are the
mai n sources of schol arship donations. Mdst noteworthy is the Korean Schol arship
Foundati on, which was established in 1989 with a government subsidy of 20
billion won (Korean Schol arshi p Foundation Act, 3 March 1989). As of 1997, the
Foundati on possessed 103.7 billion won, which were readily available for

schol arshi ps to students. Since high school education is not conpul sory, free
education is not applicable at this stage. However, various schol arships or
tuition waivers are granted to students. The provision of scholarships for 1997
i s shown bel ow

Tabl e 51: Schol arships awarded at 1 April 1997

(As of 1 April 1997)

Classification Number of students Number of recipients Recipient percentage Total scholarships Awards per person
awarded (won) (won)

Middle school 2180283 101 653 4.7 13273633 130578
(201 810) & 9.3 (24 283 620) (120 329)
Regular high school 1376 688 76 245 55 21 756 052 285 344
(163 268) 11.9 (35871047) (219 707)
Vocationa high school 960 037 151125 15.7 56 239 907 372142
(182 274) 19 (43528 347) (238 807)

Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, 1997 Annual Report of Educationa

Statistics.
al Brackets indicate tuition exenption.

(d) Contents of education

345. High school education is built on the fundanentals of m ddle schoo
education, with the purpose of achieving higher and specialized education
Thirteen subjects, including ethics, Korean |anguage, Chinese characters,
mat hemati cs, social studies, natural sciences, physical education, dril
exercises, music, fine art, hone econom cs and busi ness, foreign |anguages
(secondary foreign | anguage included) and optional academ c subjects, are
of fered. Vocational high schools (including agricultural, engineering,
comercial, fishery and maritine, and business high schools) and m scel | aneous
hi gh school s (including science, physical education, fine arts, and foreign
| anguage hi gh school s) have been established to provide specialization in
various subjects.

346. The Seventh Curriculumindicates the need to encourage versatility and
creativity anmong the young Koreans who will |ead the age of globalization in the
twenty-first century. Throughout 10 years of schooling, between the first year
of elenmentary school to the first year of high school, the consistency of
education is provided through a standard curriculum while allow ng students
preferences and autonony in tinme-managenent. Enphasis on environnmental, career
and hurmani ti es education throughout all subjects has especially strengthened.
The curriculum has reflected the need for cooperation and further appreciation
of international interdependence by enphasi zing international understandi ng and
teachi ng foreign | anguages.
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347. Two types of vocational and technical education exist: one fromvocationa
school s and the other from general high schools. The ai mof vocational schools

is to encourage the devel opment of engineers and technical manpower needed for

i ndustry. The participation in vocational education is indicated bel ow.

Tabl e 52: Vocational education

(As of 1 April 1997)

Classification Number of schools Number of students
Agricultura schools 68 34632
Engineering schools 261 360 125
Commercia schools 427 462 577
Fisheries and maritime schools 15 7283
Total 771 864 617
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Korean Education Pronotion Foundation

Statistics on Education, 1997.

348. Career and vocational education are provided in general high schools to
students who seek enployment after graduation or do not intend to pursue higher
education. The content and nethod of career and vocational education in genera
hi gh schools are aligned with those provided in vocational schools. As of March
1997, 21,731 students had received vocational training either in their own
school, or in vocational and trade schools, engineering high schools, or skills
training centres. In 1996, the percentage of students who received vocationa
education and found enpl oynent reached 89 per cent.

349. The Hi gh School Education Pronotion Act (16 January 1967) and the
Regul ati ons for |nplenenting Compul sory Education in Mddle Schools (21 February
1985) were passed in order to provide free mddle school education for students
who reside in rural areas and attend schools in relatively poor educationa
environnents. Various schol arships are also available to students attending high
schools in the circunstances nentioned. These provisions are intended to
elimnate the di screpancy between educational conditions in rural and urban

ar eas.

350. To support working students who cannot attend regul ar high schools due to
financi al reasons, alternative education which consists of air and
correspondence hi gh schools and cl asses attached to industries are available for
young enpl oyees (Primary and Secondary Education Act, articles 51 and 52). The
status of these institutions is indicated bel ow
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Tabl e 53: Educational system for working students

(at April 1997)

Classification Number of schools Number of students
Air & Correspondence high schools 42 (attached) 14 624
Schools attached to industries 20a 7 968
Middle school 1 12
High school 19 7 956
Night classes attached to industries 3077 14 834
Middle school 17
High school 14 817

Resources: Mnistry of Education, Statistics on Education 1997.
al The nunber of schools in this category represents the nunber of
i ndustri es.

351. The CGovernnent highly encourages the establishment of non-form
educational institutions for juvenile delinquents and students who have
difficulty adjusting to school life. Non-formal educational institutions and
their conplenentary curricul um have been created to give students a second
chance to make up for m ssed classes and neet the required quota of days in
school for themto continue with their academ c progress. The Government and
| ocal bodies are continuing to plan policies that can successfully carry out
this programme (Primary and Secondary Education Act, article 28).

(e) Expendi tures for education

352. In 1997, the expenditure for subsidizing secondary education (public
education cost) was 4.61 trillion won (998.3 billion won for private education
i ncluded) for mddle school education, and 5.46 trillion won (2.43 trillion won
for private education included) for a high school education, respectively. The
total cost ampunts to 10.69 trillion won. As of 1997, the cost of subsidizing
public education in ternms of primary and m ddl e school education expenses per
student is as indicated bel ow.

Table 54: The cost of public, primary and m ddle school education, 1997

(unit: 1,000 won, current price)

Primary School Middle School High School
Total Public Private Total Public Private Total Public
2033.9 2040.1 1637.6 20725 21685 1762.3 2500.1 3086.1 17733
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Korean Education Pronotion Associ ation

Looki ng at the Path of Korean Educational Progress Through Statistics, 1997.
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(f) Qoportunities for higher education

353. There are many opportunities for higher education in the Republic of
Korea. As of 1997, the percentage of high school graduates who enter
universities was 60.1 per cent. The percentage of students who enter higher
educational institutions fromthe age range 18-22 years old is 68.8 per cent.
Not ably, the nunber of students enrolled in higher educational institutions has
risen from1l.6 per cent of the total population in 1980 to 5.71 per cent in
1997. Statistics concerning higher educational institutions are indicated bel ow

Tabl e 55: Hi gher educational institutions

(as of 1 April 1997)

Classification Total Public School Private School
No. of schools No. of enrolled No. of schools No. of enrolled No. of schools No. of enrolled
students students students

University 150 1368 461 26 334 428 124 1034033
Univ. of education 11 20948 11 20948
Open university 19 141 099 8 70918 11 70181
Air and Correspondence 1 370879 1 370879
University
Junior college 155 724741 11 24 827 144 699 914
Total 336 2626128 57 822 000 279 1804 128

Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Korean Education Pronotion Foundation

Annual Statistics on Education, 1997.

354. In 1996, the public expenditure for subsidizing higher education in

nati onal and public universities was 1.54 trillion won, and 5.36 trillion won
for private universities, for a total of 6.9 trillion won. In 1997, the annua
cost for a student to attend a higher educational institution such as a two-year
junior college was 2.9 mllion won, 5.8 mllion won for a four-year university
of education and 5.3 mllion won for a four-year university.

355. Students who have either conpleted their formal education or those who
were unable to conplete their education are provided with the opportunity to
attend educati onal programes in academ cs, career skills, and other research-
oriented classes offered by the Korean Air and Correspondence University. The
| evel of education offered by the Korean Air and Correspondence University is
simlar to that offered in two-year junior colleges or four-year universities.
Most of the enrollees in these programmes are working in industries. In 1997,
18 subjects were offered, with 166 professors and 370,879 enroll ed students.

356. In 1997, a variety of scholarships or tuition waiver programes were

of fered for students who desired to enroll in higher education institutions.
Three per cent of State-supported students attended junior colleges, 74.2 per
cent attended universities of education, 13 per cent attended four-year

uni versities; 13 per cent attended air and correspondence universities; and
5.6 per cent attended open universities.
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Tabl e 56: Schol arshi ps for higher education, 1997

(at April 1997)

Subsidy per student
Classification No. of students No. of recipients % of recipients Total subsidy d)(l\son)
Junior college 724 741 14 060 1.9 12 054 966 857 394
(8 280) 11 (10 882 859) (501 308)*
University of education 20948 15423 736 7787 744 504 944
(133) 0.6 (97 067) (209 099)
University 1368 461 83876 6.1 95325011 1136499
(58027) 42 (96 025 680) (679 206)
Air and Correspondence 370879 1146 0.3 140 387 122 502
University (3764) 10 (446 561) 118 640
Open University 141 099 3815 2.7 2836055 743 396
(4 061) 29 (3782 969) 931536
Various school 13 248 864 6.5 594 250 687 789
(231) 17 (14 411 115) 62 385 779
Graduate school 151 358 6882 45 6 990 859 1015818
(9 125) 6 (18 989 011) (692 149)
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education. The National Institute of Educationa
Eval uati on, 1997 Annual Report of Educational Statistics.
* The amounts in brackets indicate exenptions fromand reduction of
school expense.
357. In order to guarantee opportunities for higher education, the Governnent

provides long-termtuition | oans to students who have financial difficulties.
Forty per cent of the loan interest is subsidized by the Governnent, while the
remai ni ng 60 per cent is financed by the students. Students are required to pay
back the loans in installnments, with interest paynents beginning five years
after graduati on.

(9) Qoportunities for social education

358. Lifelong education. Article 31, clause 5 of the Constitution of the
Republ i ¢ of Korea declares that "The State shall pronote |ifelong education
hence advocating |ifelong, or continuing education for Korean citizens." The
CGover nment enacted the Social Education Act (of 31 Decenmber 1989), the Act
regarding Attaining Certificates through | ndependent Study (of 7 April 1989) and
the legislative bylaw for articles 37 and 52 of the Hi gher Education Act. These
| aws are intended to provide polytechnic universities or air and correspondence
universities with the autonony to establish and operate individually or
institutionally. Conpared to general school education, |ess attention has been
given to these |lifelong education programmes and greater efforts are now being
made to recogni ze the inportance of these programmes. As of April 1997,

approxi mately 510,000 students had enrolled, resulting in 194,228 graduates from
one air and correspondence university (with 370,879 students) and 19 pol ytechnic
uni versities (141,099 students).
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359. Civic schools (Education Act, articles 10, 137-142) have been established
to facilitate the schooling of people who were either unable to attend primary
school or were unable to conplete their primary educati on. However, due to the
success of primary education, applications for civic schools have been on the
decline. Accordingly, the Government is planning to close the schools in the
near future. In terms of civil high schools that are open to graduates of civic
school s or people who have only conpleted primary school, their nunmber has
sharply decreased from 19 schools in 1989 to 14 in 1990, 12 in 1991 and 7 in
1997.

360. There is a policy provision concerning independent-study educati on which
al l ows schooling for high school graduates who, due to financial difficulties,
timng constraints or other problens, were unable to attend university. Through
a step-by-step national exam nation system students have opportunities to earn
Bachel or degrees. This policy, related to i ndependent-study education, was first
i mpl emented in 1990 and as of 1997 had produced 3,246 graduates while

32,789 students were, at the tinme, in the process of earning their degrees.

361. The credit-banking systemrecognizes the credits earned by people who
either conpleted certain acadenm c programes which were objectively eval uat ed,
or passed CGovernnent-sponsored certification exam nations. Once credits have
been sufficiently accunmul ated, the acadenm c backgrounds of these people are
officially recogni zed and degrees are conferred accordingly. This policy is in
accordance with the efforts to develop a society which values |ifelong
education. To realize this goal, the Enforcement Ordi nance of the Education Act
(13 January 1997) and enforcement by-laws (11 Septenber 1997) have been passed.
Since March 1998, there have been plans to evaluate and operate on a pilot basis
parts of these academ c programres, and sone universities are already operating
the credit-banking system

362. Moreover, the Governnent established the Korean Research Institutes of
Vocati onal Education and Training on 10 September 1997, to increase the
efficiency of programres and further prompte research and devel opment concerni ng
vocational education and training and the credit-banking system In 1998, there
were plans to inplenent 36 research projects, many of which are under way.

363. Social education facilities are available in four types: general socia
facilities, school-type facilities, non-formal education facilities annexed to
uni versities and private academ es. General social facilities are those

regi stered under the jurisdiction of the municipal and provincial education

of fices, and operated by individuals in accordance with article 21 of the Socia
Educati on Act. These institutions offer adults and young peopl e various
educational programres in basic cultural studies, health, hobbies, fitness and
traditi onal Korean heritage. As of 1997, there were 177 social education
facilities and 214,582 students were enrolled.

364. School -type facilities are divided into two types: one authorized to issue
certificates equivalent to those provided to high school graduates fromform
educational institutions, and those not authorized to do so. As of 1997, there
were 48 school -type facilities, and 21,716 students were enrol | ed, However, due
to the fact that an increasing nunber of students were noving into forma
educational institutions, this nunber has been gradual |y decreasing.
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Tabl e 57: School -type social education facilities (SEF)

at April 1997)

Classification No. of facilities No. of students
Authorized SEF 36 25043
Not-authorized SEF 12 1673
Total 48 26716
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Lifelong Education Bureau
365. In accordance with article 26 of the Social Education Act, socia

education facilities, annexed to universities that are registered with the

M nistry of Education, play a significant role in adm nistering adult education
There are 156 social education facilities annexed to universities in total, and
156, 650 people are enrolled in such facilities.

Tabl e 58: Social education facilities annexed to universities

After 1991
Total Before 1991
Total 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
No. of facilities 156 32 124 7 9 1 25 32 40
Enrolments 156 650 51348 105 302 10 995 11415 17778 20 909 24 946 19 259
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Lifelong Education Bureau

Tabl e 59: Social education facilities annexed to universities
and junior coll eges

(at 31 Decenber 1997)

Number of schools
Classification Number of programs Enrolments
University Junior college Total
State/public 24 1 25 110 17 341
Private 92 39 131 850 139 219
Total 116 40 156 960 156 650
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Lifelong Education Bureau

Tabl e 60: Annual establishnent of social education facilities annexed
to universities and junior colleges

(at 31 Decenber 1997)

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 total
Universities 2 6 3 4 6 6 6 8 10 19 21 25 116
Junior collegesc 1 0 2 0 0 2 1 1 1 6 11 15 40
Total 3 6 5 4 6 8 7 9 11 25 32 40 156

Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Lifelong Education Bureau
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366. A total of 10,505 schools have announced their interest in participating
in the open educational facility plan in primary, mddle and high schoo
educational facilities, which will be utilized for social education, parents
education and |ifelong education sem nars.

Table 61: Uilization of primary, mddle and high school facilities
for social education

(at 31 Decenber 1997)

No. of Available school facilities Parents education programmes Lifelong education seminars
professors
School ) No. of No. of RA*
No. of Ratio (B/A) No. of . . No. of No. of .
partici- Ratio (C/A) ] Ratio (D/A)
(A schools (B) schools schools seminars
pants (D)

Primary 5804 5777 99.53 5229 | 1469211 90.09 3555 759 054 7207 61.25
Middle 2771 2727 98.41 2270 480517 81.92 1230 200178 2156 44.39
Total 1930 1880 97.41 1317 422 094 68.24 552 109 671 1183 28.60
Total 10 505 10384 98.85 8816 | 2371822 83.92 5337| 1068903 10 546 50.80

367. Social education courses have been offered for youngsters and ol der people
ali ke by privately run acadenmic facilities that are registered and authorized
under the jurisdiction of city, municipal and provincial education offices.
These institutions are operated by individuals in accordance with article 6 of
the Act on the Establishment and Managenent of Private Acadenmi es. There are
approxi mately 400 education programmes in the areas of culture, basic know edge,
technol ogy and artistic skills and various training programmes. In view of the
nunber of academ es and students enrolled in them these facilities are playing
a significant role in non-formal education. As of 1997, there were 282,423
private acadeni es and the nunber of students enrolled reached 22,087, 797.

Table 62: Private academ es

After 1992
Total Before 1991
Total 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
No. of facilities 282 423 43292 239131 38 865 43 599 48 476 52 058 56 133
No. of RA* 22087 797 7077838 15 009 959 2541 065 2733899 3065918 3230275 3438802

* RA = registered attendants.
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, National Educational Eval uation
Committee, Annual Statistics on Education, 1997.

368. The provision and expansi on of social and adult education, as indicated in
t he previous paragraphs, played a significant role in inmproving various

i ndustries through connections with those industries. They have also contributed
to maxi m zing the outconme of education investnent.
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369. Opportunities for pre-school education. In order to provide public
educational facilities for pre-primary school children over the age of 3, the
Gover nment has established a pre-school education system By providi ng education
as well as safety services, the Government and | ocal bodi es have enhanced the
quality of pre-school education. Mreover, the Governnment is gradually planning
to provide free, one-year pre-school education prior to enrolnment in primary
school. The Governnent is striving to achieve 100 per cent enrolnment rate by the
year 2005, securing equal opportunity and the right to education. To actualize
this plan, kindergartens have been established and operated (Prinmary and
Secondary Education Act, articles 35, 37). As of 4 April 1997, the enrol nent
rate of children over the age of 5 in kindergartens was 45.0 per cent.

370. The followi ng table provides information on the status of nursery schools
and ki ndergartens, as well as future plans to expand pre-school educationa
opportunities.

Table 63: Status of kindergartens

(at April 1997)

Classification Target Population Enrollments Percentage Remarks
Kindergarten 676 162 304 470 45.0% Based on five-year olds
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Bureau of Primary and Secondary
Educat i on.

Table 64: Plans to expand the accessibility of kindergartens

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Target population 716 861 717 206 714 663 715185 713912
No. enrolled 358 431 366 492 380 201 409 801 438 342
% enrolled 50.0% 51.1% 53.2% 57.3% 61.4%
No. of kindergartens 9062 9109 9139 9101 9246
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Primary and Secondary Educati on Bureau

371. The CGovernnment provides financial support to schools for enotionally and
physi cally di sabl ed children. These institutions are decl ared special schools
under article 2 of the Primary and Secondary Educati on Act, the Specia
Educati on Pronotion Act (31 Decenber 1997) and other by-laws. The status of
speci al education is as foll ows:
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Table 65: Status of special education
(at April 1997)
Classification No. of schools No. of classes Enrolment
Special Schools | Sight Disabilities 12 165 1354
Listening Disabilities 19 349 3063
Mental Disabilities 63 1369 14545
Physical Disabilities 16 313 2899
Emotional Disabilities 4 93 928
Total 114 2289 22789
Special classes Regular schools 23862 3626 25300
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, Primary and Secondary Educati on Bureau

372. The practical managenent of special education varies according to factors
such as regional econom c conditions, the distribution of handi capped children
and their degree of disability. Depending on these variables, a variety of
educational facilities are avail able, such as special schools, special schools
within welfare facilities, special classes according to the disability, specia
education teachers in welfare facilities, and home-study education. Specia
education is available to children who qualify as handi capped within the age
group of 3 to 17, and attend primary, mddle or high schools. Tuition waivers
for the cost of education are provided to these students, and adm ssion fees,
tuition and textbook charges are waived. Also, partial or conplete funding is
provi ded for transportation and dormtory expenses (Special Education Pronption
Act, article 5). Private special schools also receive a subsidy fromthe
CGovernment equal to the subsidies given to public or national special schools.
In 1990, a 60.9 billion won budget was allotted to special education, and this
amount increased to 298.6 billion won in 1997.

373. Handi capped children have the right to attend special schools, and
teachers who hold degrees in special education teach the special education
programes. These teachers design i ndependent curriculunms according to the needs
of individual students. Special training is provided to teachers for their

pr of essi onal devel opnent. The teachers who majored in special education teach

t he general subjects to students with disabilities, while the arts and physica
education classes are taught together with regul ar classmates. The nunber of
speci al i zed cl asses avail abl e for handi capped children is as follows:

Tabl e 66: Nunber of students in special classes

Kindergarten Primary school Middle school High school Total

30 20674 4539 57 25300

374. While sonme students with disabilities attend specialized classes, a great
nunber of students with sight, hearing, and nmental disabilities attend regular
cl asses and receive the general education
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375. There are plans to expand the nunber of special schools from14 to 129 by
t he year 2002. There are also plans to increase the enrolnment rate of

handi capped children to 100 per cent, as well as the nunber of specialized
classes from 1,832 to 5,458 so that the facilities can accomodate al

handi capped chi |l dren. Mreover, there are plans to annually devel op 16 new
speci al education programes (Special Education Pronotion Act, article 5) in
order to inprove the quality of special education. Provisions to increase the
nunber of special education teachers in regular schools from 3,626 to 5,458, and
i ncrease the nunber of training opportunities for special teachers al so exist.

3. I nvestnent _in _education

376. Despite its limted financial capacity, the Republic of Korea recognizes
that investnent in education is essential for individual and nationa

devel opnent, and therefore enphasizes the need to secure the education budget.
This commtment is in agreenent with the right to educati on guaranteed by
article 31 of the Constitution. The educati on budget is used to support |oca
government education initiatives, finance private education, provide vocationa
or trade education and in-service training for teachers, and expand overal
education opportunities.

377. The central Governnent appropriates a significant part of its budget for
the sal aries of teachers who work in institutions providing free and obligatory
education. Qut of the total internal tax and other special subsidies, 11.8 per
cent is spent to support primary and secondary education. |If expenditures that
have not been previously budgeted becone necessary, the Government will all ot
subsidies to neet the need accordingly (Subsidy Law for Local Education of

31 Decenber 1990). Mreover, since 1991, the Government has supplied grants to
| ocal authorities for |ocal education and provided greater autonony in the |oca
education systems (Subsidy Law for Local Education, 31 Decenber 1990). The
revenue source is the education tax.

Table 67: Gants for the Local Education Budget

(unit: 100 million won)

378.

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

14 360

17733

24 158

25691

29 870

41136

52718

Due to the educationa
educati on budget
i nvest nent

into public expenses.

is set to expand to 5 per

ref orm announced on 31 May 1995,
cent of GNP by 1998. However,
in education is necessary to turn the private expenses of education

the scale of the
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Table 68: Scale of the education budget
(unit: 100 million won)
GNP* Government budget | Education budget Local education Cost of construction
Year budget

(A (® © (D) c/B CIA

1980 343216 58 041 10992 9288 18.9 32
1990 1782621 226 894 50 624 48 369 22.3 2.8
1995 3489793 548 450 124 958 105712 22.8 36
1996 3866 404 649 268 155 652 129 937 24.0 4.0
1997 4368 700 766 395 182 876 152 326 239 41

* 1996 tentative GNP, 1997 expected GNP

Sour ce: Bureau of Statistics, Korean Basic | ndex.

Economi c

379. The followi ng table shows the Government's initiatives between 1993 and
1997 to construct school s:

Table 69: Trends in the construction of schools

(unit: institution)
Clasification 1993 1994 | 1995 1996 | 1997 | Tota

Primary school 95 86 70 97 97 445

Middle school 66 46 24 34 30 200

High school 21 30 32 33 39 155

Totl 182 162 126 164 166 800
380. There is a greater shortage of schools in urban areas than in rural areas.
Schools in rural areas have a shortage of students, whereas sonme schools in
urban areas still have doubl e-shift teaching and overpopul ated, |arge-scale
cl asses. To relieve the double-shift teaching nethod, the nunicipal and
provi nci al education offices are taking into account each school's maxi mum
capacity of enrolment, and the region's circunstances. Through these plans, the
muni ci pal and provincial education offices are establishing new schools, and

i mproving class environnents and curriculunms. The status of these overpopul ated
schools as of 1997 is described bel ow.

Table 70: Status of overpopul ated schools

(As of April 1997)

Classification No. of students No. of schools No. of classes Double-shift classes | Oversized schools*
Primary school 3783986 5721 107 860 973 384
Middle school 2180283 2720 49 956 n‘a 406
High school 2336725 1892 47 421 na 515

* Oversized schools =
M ni stry of Education,

Sour ce:

Education Statistics.

over 49 classes for pri
Korean Education Pronotion Foundati on,

mary school s,

and 31 for middle and high school s.

1997 Annual

Report of
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381. As a result of the continual increase in educational investment, class

si zes have been gradually decreasing. As of April 1997, the average class size
in primary schools was 35.1 students, 43.6 in mddle school, and 49.2 in high
school s.

Table 71: Trends in the nunber of students per cl ass

Year Kindergarten Primary school Middle school Regular high Vocational high

school school
1980 384 515 62.1 59.9 59.6
1985 345 44.7 61.7 58.0 55.5
1990 286 414 50.2 53.6 515
1995 285 36.4 482 48.0 47.9
1997 283 35.1 436 49.6 488

Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, National Education Eval uati on Foundati on

Looki ng at the Path of Korean Education, 1997.

4., Opportunities for teachers

(a) Teachers' unions and Labour Relations Law

382. The status of teachers' unions is explained in paragraph 74 of this
report.

383. In 1996, in order for teachers to participate in the nmanagenment of the
school, school councils were established in primary and m ddl e schools. Schoo
councils have 7-15 memnbers, including parents, teachers and community figures,
and make mgj or school nmanagenent deci sions, including budgetary issues. The
school principal nust consult with the school council in enforcing inportant
aspects of the school managenent. Teachers nust participate in ad hoc board
meeti ngs and share the responsibility and right to school managenent with the
principal. Wth the establishment of ad hoc boards, the decision-nmaking power of
t he principal has becone nore significant. As of June 1998, school councils
existed in 4,000 primary schools, 1,622 mddle schools, 832 high schools and
22 special schools.

(b) Teachers' overseas training

384. Since 1978, in order to encourage greater appreciation for global issues,
teachers have been sponsored to participate in overseas-training programres.
These progranmes consi st of 4-5 weeks of |ocation-based studies and 10 days of
short-term observation studi es. Location-based studies focus on subjects such as
foreign | anguages, sciences and practical skills. The subjects that do not
require long-termtinme commtments are classified into observation programes
and last for about 10 days. This mnimzes the cost of the teachers' overseas-
training progranmsme, while maxim zing the effects.

385. The overseas-training progranmes have been held annually. In 1997,
8,886 teachers took part in such programres. In order to prepare for the trends
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of globalization, there are plans to increase the availability of these progranmes.

386. In order to encourage respect for teachers and heighten their pride and
determ nation, various canpai gns have been carried out, for example: the Respect
for Teachers Canpaign, which assists forner students in locating their forner
teachers (between 1993-1997, 95,060 cases), the Witing Letters to Teachers
Canpai gn and the Cvil Servants Visit to Slum Schools and Their Childrens
School s. Awards for teachers' achievenents, such as the Retiring Teachers Award
(21,968 teachers between 1993-1997), the Teachers Day Award (18,282 teachers

bet ween 1993-1997), and the Award for CQutstanding Service in Education

(12,749 teachers between 1993-1996) have al so been granted.

387. In light of the inportance of the teaching profession, the Governnment has
establ i shed teacher training institutes (universities of education), independent
fromthe general universities, in order to train qualified applicants for the
prof essi on. Those who neet the schools' requirenents are granted teaching
certificates. Entry to the teaching profession is based on the results of open
exam nations (Educational Civil Servants Act, article 11, clause 1).

(c) Teachers' welfare

388. The working conditions of teachers, including their salary, working hours
and wor ki ng environnment, should not be seen as being inferior to those of other
jobs. Compared to other civil servants, the salary of teachers is increasing. In
addition, an extra allowance of 190,000 won to all teachers of primary and

m ddl e schools is provided nonthly and 40,000 won are given to teachers
separately as class-teaching stipends. The average number of teaching hours per
week is 25 hours in primary school, 19 hours in mddle school, and 15 hours in
hi gh school . Vacation includes summer and wi nter breaks, adding up to nore than
80 days, during which salaries and extra all owances are still provided.
Therefore, the working conditions of teachers in the Republic of Korea conpares
favourably with those of other types of occupation

389. The Special Act for Inmproving the Status of Teachers was ratified on

31 May 1991 in order to guarantee teachers respect, special status and higher
wages. In disciplinary proceedi ngs, teachers have the right to chall enge the
decisions of the disciplinary commttee as he or she sees fit by taking the case
to the Review Conmittee for Teachers' Disciplinary Actions for re-eval uation

390. The Teachers' Labour Union and the rel ated governnent agency negoti ate
wor ki ng conditions, retirement plans, welfare of teachers and professiona
opportunities in a group-based manner, within |legal provisions. The | ega
provi si ons, which can be negoti ated between these two parties, are provided to
i nprove the wage system off-days and vacations, protection of fenale teachers,
and teachers' welfare. There are also provisions that include ways to inprove
wor ki ng conditions by providing financial support for conducting research and
of fering opportunities for professional devel opnent.

391. Nursery and day-care facilities (school-nursery roons) have been
established for femal e teachers who have young dependents. 207 facilities were
built between 1993 and 1997, and teachers' children between the ages of 3 and 5
are entitled to use these facilities.
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392. In order to encourage stable living and teaching conditions for teachers,
better living fund | oans are extended through teachers' health and welfare
organi zati ons (Korean Teachers Wl fare Association, Private School Teachers
Pensi on Authority). For the purchase and | easing of housing, the budget for
Better Living |oans reached 177.4 billion won in 1993, 274.2 billion won in
1994, 413 billion won in 1995, 1.35 trillion won in 1996 and 1.61 trillion won
in 1997.

393. Better research, conference and relaxation facilities also create better
conditions for education. In accordance with the Special Accounting Law for the
| mprovenent of the Educational Environnment, from 1996 to 2000, 1 trillion won
annually and 5 trillion won in total funding has been budgeted to inmprove the
educational environment. Plans to expand teachers' accommpdation roons (grade-
based in primary schools, subject-based in mddle schools) are also in the
process of being inplenmented.

394. During the period of the project (five years), 408.8 billion won will be
invested to carry out the prelimnary plans for installing 7,913 acconmopdati on
rooms. During 1996-1997, 37.8 billion won were invested to create 2,126 nore
roonms and by 2000, there are plans to invest 371 billion won to build 5,787

addi tional roonms. Since 1993, conputers for admnistrative use have been

provi ded for each primary, mddle and high school in order to enhance efficiency
and productivity (grade and student evaluation recording, etc.). As of 1995, al
school s have been provided with computers, and by 1999, there are plans to
provi de a computer for each teacher so that further progress can be made in the
education-information process. Mreover, there are plans to provide fax and copy
machi nes to each acadenmic affairs office in primary, mnmiddle and high schools.
Wth respect to tel ecormunication facilities, there are plans to establish
3-1ine phone systens for every 10 teachers.

5. Private schools

395. As of 1997, the status of private schools in primary and secondary
education was as foll ows.

Table 72: Status of private schools

(at 1 April 1997)

Classification Total No. of No. of private Total No. of No. of female No. of private school
schools schools (%) students students (%) students (%)
Kindergarten 9005 4583 (50.9) 568 096 267 353 (47.1) 447 514 (78.8)
Primary school 5721 76 (1.3) 3783986 1795 789 (47.5) 58207 (1.5)
Middle school 2720 690 (25.4) 2180283 1052 046 (48.3) 515 269 (23.6)
High school 1892 915 (48.4) 2336725 1128098 (48.3) 1355 085 (58.0)
Total 19338 6264 (32.4) 8869 090 4243 286 (47.8) 2376 075 (26.8)
Sour ce: M ni stry of Education, National Education Evaluation Institute,

1997 Annual Report of Education Statistics.

396. As of 1997, the status of private colleges was as foll ows:
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Table 73: Status of private coll eges
(at 1 April 1997)
L Total No. of No. of private No. of female No. of private
Classification No. of students
schools schools (%) students school students
Junior College 155 144 (92.9) 724741 277 658 (38.3) 699 914 (96.6)
University 150 124 (82.7) 1368461 463 739 (33.9) 1034 033 (75.6)
Source: Mnistry of Education, National Education Evaluation Institute,

1997 Annual Report on Educational Statistics.

397. Based on the standard of |law, those who wish to establish private schools
encounter no particular problens as far as primary and secondary institutions
are concerned. However, in terns of institutions of higher education, a nunber
of issues have to be taken into consideration, such as restrictions on specific
regi ons and areas of specialization, relevant |egislation and the autonony of
uni versity education, prevention of overcrowding in urban areas, and policies
for devel opi ng human resources.

398. Students are assigned to schools in terns of geographical allotnment, and
so they are limted in selecting their primary (private schools excluded),

m ddl e and hi gher schools (special high schools excluded). So far, very few
probl ems have occurred with this scheme because the quality of public and
private education is fairly simlar. The difference that does exist between
pubi ¢ and private education concerns religious affiliations, and through the
availability of elective subjects, efforts are being nade to ensure that
religious affiliations do not becone a matter of concern

6. The process of education

399. Primary and secondary education in the Republic of Korea provide the basic
capabilities of its citizens. In order to guarantee high standards for this
basi c education, there has to be consistency and structure in the process of
education. For the purpose of nmintaining the standard of education as well as
neutrality in public education, the Mnister of Education enphasizes the
provisions as indicated in the Primary and M ddl e School Enforcenment Act.

400. The educational process is outlined and operated by the State, city and
provincial offices, as well as the schools thenselves. The city and provincia
of fices take into account the uniqueness of each region while fundamentally
foll owi ng the national-1evel education process, as outlined in the Format for
Formati on and Operation of the Education Process. In effect, schools can refer
to this outline and base their educational process on this while taking into
consi deration specific needs and situations. Through the use of the Format for
Formati on and Operation of the Education Process, schools can decentralize the
formati ng and operating process.

401. The M nistry of Education designs school supervision plans each year
Furthernore, the city and provincial offices of education independently plan
supervi sion of educational activities at the city and provincial levels in order
to increase autonony of education, to diversify the educational system and
curricula, and establish teacher support systens. Mst noteworthy are the
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efforts to upgrade the quality of education, and particular attention has been
gi ven to whol e- person educati onal phil osophies.

402. There are three categories of textbook publication and conpilation systens
in the Republic of Korea. The textbooks classified in the first category are the
ones copyrighted by the Mnistry of Education. Textbooks authorized by the

M ni stry of Education belong in the second category. Textbooks in the third
category are authorized by the superintendents of offices of education at the

city and provincial level. In the long run, efforts are being made to inprove
the textbook publication policy. A "free publication systeni will be inplenmented
for textbooks, except on subject matters, |ike Korean | anguage, which require

i ntegration of overall linguistic policies, and noral education, which is

necessary to enhance the national identity.

7. Wnen's education

403. As of 1997, the total number of students in the Republic of Korea was
11,562, 388. Fenal e students represented, 45.6 per cent (5,272,469 students) of
the total student population. There was little difference between the nunmber of
mal e and femal e students throughout pre-school, primry and secondary school
Wil e the percentage of fermale students does |ag behind that of males in higher
education institutions, this trend is not due to the school system or
educational policy.

404. There are a nunber of women's coll eges which do not accept male students
in the Republic of Korea. At coll eges of education, the percentage of enrolled
femal e students is 74.8 per cent The literacy rate of females is over 90 per
cent and there is no difference in literacy rates between genders.

405. There is no discrimnation in the adm ssion policies of higher educationa
institutions. The ratio of female enrollees in the fields of nedicine, science,

| aw, econom cs, engineering, |inguistics, and various other major concentrations
in universities are as foll ows:

Table 74: Nunber of reqgistered female students in various nmjors

(unit: person)

Major Total No. of students No. of female students Percentage
Languages 133 243 78 296 58.8
Engineering 385678 40 336 10.5
Natural Sciences 147 260 54 184 36.8
Law 38 391 8153 212
Medicine 43211 17 068 395
Pharmacy 5611 3771 67.2
Economics 4621 1446 313

Source: Mnistry of Education. National Education Evaluation Institute,
1997 Annual Report on Education Statistics.
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8. Education and international exchanges for foreigners
and Koreans from abroad
406. |If foreigners or Koreans from abroad wi sh to get an education in Korea,

their academ c records fromforeign institutions are accepted (Enforcenment of
Education Act, articles 79-82). Special standards are used to ease their
acceptance into Korean universities and mnimze certain di sadvantages, such as
| anguage barriers and enotional distress. (Enforcement Act, article 107

cl ause 2; Enforcenent of Education Act, articles 69 and 71, clause 2; Rights of
Uni versity Student Act, article 2).

407. In the Republic of Korea, the nunmber of foreigners attendi ng schools at
April 1997 was 2,458. To acquire Korean | anguage skills, these students attend
| anguage programmes at universities as well as the National Institute of

I nternational Education and Devel opnent which is directly attached to the

M ni stry of Education.

408. The major barrier to ensuring the fulfilment of the right to education of
all Korean citizens in the Republic of Korea is insufficient funds for
education. To overcone this, the Government is trying to increase its investnent
in education. However, there is a need to address this problemon an

i nternational |evel through cooperation with international organizations,

Gover nments, non-governmental organizations and i ndividuals.

409. The Republic of Korea has established cultural agreenents with

82 countries, and agreed to establish cultural conmttees with 21 countries in
order to enhance international exchange and cooperation, especially through the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the

Organi zation for Econom c Co-operation and Devel opnent, the Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation and ot her major international organizations. The Republic
of Korea is actively engaged in the education reform programes that are going
on in these organi zati ons. The maj or ongoi ng projects include conducting
research and sem nars, exchanging of literature and information, inplenmenting
various study-abroad progranmes and human resource support, and devel opi ng
education-rel ated statistical data

Article 15. Right to participate in scientific and cultural activities

1. Right to participate in cultural activities and cultural policy-nmaking

410. As explained in paragraphs 525 and 526 of the initial report on the
Covenant, the right to take part in cultural activities is guaranteed by the
Consti tution.

(a) Cultural policies

411. The Republic of Korea has been steadily pushing a 10-year cultura

devel opnent plan since 1990. In 1996, the Government expanded the plan in order
to establish a new cultural welfare policy, reflecting the new cultural trends
of the tinme. It ained at expanding the scope of the cultural policy in order to
provi de the benefits of culture to ordinary people. Mreover, the Governnent
intends to raise the quality of the people's lives by linking culture with
tourism sports and youth.
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412. The purposes of a cultural welfare policy can be divided into two areas:

(a) To expand cultural facilities and increase opportunities for people
to enjoy cultural activities in order to raise the quality of their |ifestyles;

(b) To expand various facilities for recreational sports, popularize
sports, expand rest and recreational facilities, and inprove conditions for
tourism

413. The Governnment defines the coming mllenniumas "the century of culture”
The Government is working out a national consensus to forge a nation of culture
through a policy called "Cultural Vision 2000"

(b) Cultural organizations

414. The Mnistry of Culture, which was established in January 1990, was
reorgani zed into the Mnistry of Culture and Tourismin February 1998. This
paved the way for the Governnment to carry out its tourismpolicy as a part of
cul tural policy.

415. The cul tural organi zations under the Mnistry are described in paragraph
533 of the initial report on the Covenant. The status and work of the cultura
organi zations, including the Commttee for the Pronotion of Culture and Arts,

are expl ai ned in paragraphs 534-543 of the initial report.

2. Various systens for the realization of right to participate
in cultural activities

(a) Funds for the pronotion of artistic creativity

416. As mentioned in the initial report, there is a Public Fund and a Fund for
the Promotion of the Culture and the Arts, each of which extends nonetary
support to various groups for cultural activities in the country. The Public
Fund began in 1981 under article 35 of the Broadcasting Act and article 20 of
the Broadcasting Advertising Corporation Act. It has been used for the pronotion
of culture and arts and provided 106.6 billion won to 10 organi zations including
the Korea Culture and Arts Foundation in 1996. The Fund for the Pronotion of
Culture and the Arts was established in 1973 under Article 6 of the Culture and
Arts Pronotion Act to support creative and research activities of artists in
various fields and to popul arize the arts. It also ainms to inprove the welfare
of artists. As of 1997, the Fund had 284.9 billion won. The noney is made

avail abl e every year to individuals and organi zations for their cultural and
artistic activities. In 1997, the Fund spent 30.47 billion won for pronotiona
proj ects.

417. Since 1984, autononous |ocal governnents raised funds for the pronotion of
local culture and art. As of Decenber 1995, a total of 67.3 billion won have
been raised in 14 provinces and cities. Sone of the interest earned fromthe
funds were spent for the promotion of local art and the creative activities of
artists residing in provinces and local cities.



E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 23
page 98

(b) Designating the year of a specific art

418. Since 1991, the Korean Governnent has chosen one area of the arts each
year and concentrated its support to that area to help raise the quality of the
art and popul arize it:

(a) 1991 was designated "the Year of Drama and Myvies" and 1992, "the
Year of Dance." 1993 was designated "the Year of the Book"” in order to encourage
people to read nore books while contributing to the devel opnment of publishing
and rel ated industries;

(b) 1994 was "the Year of Traditional Misic," during which the
Government contributed to the popul arization of traditional Korean music by
of fering nore opportunities for people to listen to and take part in traditiona
musi c- maki ng;

(c) The Governnent has contributed to the devel opnent of fine arts by
designating 1995 "the Year of Fine Arts" and encouragi ng the people's interest
in them

(d) By designating 1996 as "the Year of Literature,” the Governnent
contributed to the devel opment of literature and rel ated areas by discovering
talented witers;

(e) 1997 was "the Year of Cultural Heritage," during which the
Gover nment encouraged people to rekindle their pride in their cultural heritage
and take interest in the cultural relics in their area.

(c) Expansion of cultural facilities

419. In Korea, there are 350 public |ibraries, or one per 130,000 persons. The
Government plans to build about 20 libraries a year under a plan to raise the
nunber of public libraries to 750 or one per 60,000 persons by 2011

420. As of 1997, there were 497 novie theaters, 316 performng arts halls,
312 art galleries and exhibition halls, 1,332 |ocal cultural facilities,
190 cultural centres, 37 traditional mnusic centres, 52 cultural property
training centres and 214 nuseuns.

(d) Honours and support for artists

421. The Korean CGovernnment awards prizes every year to artists who have
contributed to the pronotion of culture in accordance with article 13 of the
Cultural Arts Promption Act. As of 1997, 511 artists had received nedals and
137 artists received the Culture and Arts Award. The Award for the Young Arti st
has been given to 33 artists.

422. In order to help inprove the welfare of artists, the Korean Culture and
Arts Foundation awards a pension to elderly artists who have contributed to the
devel opnent of the nation's culture and arts. The private Korean Mdtion Pictures
Wel fare Foundation al so gives nerit pensions and nonetary awards to elderly

fil mmakers who have made contributions to the novie industry.
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423. The Governnent revised the Law on the National Acadeny of Arts in 1996 and
i ncreased the nunmber of nmenbers from75 to 100 so that they could hel p boost the
creative activities of artists and work for the devel opment of the arts. The
Acadeny gives out allowances and support funds for artistic activities to its
menbers.

(e) Pronmoti on and support for cultural and artistic activities

424. The Korean CGovernnment passed and pronul gated the Audi o-Visual Pronotion
Act in 1995 to formulate a basic policy ainmed at pronoting the video industry.

425. The Governnent continues to support the novie industry, including nmeasures
to support the production of artistic novies and short filns and to encourage
people to wite better screen plays. The construction of the Seoul C nema
Conmpl ex in 1997 realized a conprehensive support systemfor the novie industry.

426. The Governnent is supporting |local organizations to hold cultura
festivals to help devel op regional culture. The festivals that receive the
Government's annual support include nore than 10 overall arts festivals on the
city and provincial levels and nore than 40 cultural festivals on the regiona
| evel .

(f) Expandi ng the opportunities to participate in cultural and artistic
activities

427. The Governnent is offering cultural education by providing opportunities
for young people, housew ves and the elderly to study traditional culture and
crafts after increasing the nunber of cultural schools to 200 at public cultura
facilities.

428. The Governnent is operating cultural progranmes through which people can
visit museuns, theatres and traditional nusic centres. It is also making efforts
to provide underprivil eged people with the opportunity to enjoy cultura
activities by sponsoring rnusical troupes to performminly in farm ng and
fishing villages around the country.

(9) The role of the nedia in the pronption of people's participation in
cultural activities

429. In order to pronote people's participation in cultural activities,
newspapers, other periodicals and broadcasting stations are carrying out
cultural projects. Atotal of 106 daily newspapers and 12 tel evision and 15
radi o broadcasting conpanies carry out various cultural projects including
annual literary contests, nusical and theatrical performances and art

exhi bitions.

430. Wth the creation of a conprehensive cable tel evision network in 1995,
i ncludi ng such specialized channels as nusic and the arts, people are able to
enj oy watching and listening to diverse cultural and art programmes.

(h) Preservation and pronotion of the World Cultural Heritage

431. The Republic of Korea acceded to the Convention on the Means of
Prohi biting and Preventing Illicit Inport, Export and Transfer of Oawnership of
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Cultural Property in February 1983 and the Convention Concerning the Protection
of the Wrld's Cultural and Natural Heritage in Septenber 1988. Thus, the
Republic of Korea is taking part in the global efforts to preserve cultura
properties.

432. In order to publicize the excellence and uni queness of Korea's cultura
heritage to the international community, the Government submitted a list of

10 cultural properties to the Wrld Heritage Comrittee in 1993. And in 1995, the
committee decided to place Sokkuram and Pul guksa, Tripitaka Koreana at Haei nsa
Tenpl e and Chongnyo, or the royal ancestral shrines, on the Wrld Heritage List.
Hwasong Fortress in Suwon and Changdokgung Pal ace in Seoul were added to the
[ist in 1997. Hunm n chongum or the Korean al phabet, and Choson wangjo shill ok
or the Veritable Records of the Choson Dynasty (1392-1910), were added to
UNESCO s Menory of the World List. Mreover, the Republic of Korea became a
menber of the World Heritage Committee (21 nations for a six-year term so that
it can actively participate in the international efforts to preserve world
cultural properties.

433. At hone, the Governnment selects both tangible and intangible cultura
properties, designates themas national cultural properties and manages them
under the Cultural Property Protection Act. The nunmber of those properties is as
fol |l ow.

Table 75: Cultural properties designated by the Governent

(As of June 30, 1997

Important
National . Historic sitesand ) National ) .p Important fork
Treasures | Historic sites . Scenic spots infangible cultural ) Total
treasures scenic spots monuments materials
assets (holders)
293 1243 384 6 7 286 103 (181) 228 2550

(i) Freedom of artistic creation

434. The Performing Arts Act was revised in April 1997 to guarantee freedom of
expression and artistic creation to the fullest extent within the framework of
mai nt ai ni ng decency and | awful ness of a performance due to its public nature.
The Performance Ethics Council, composed of Governnent-appoi nted nmenbers, has
been abolished, and in its place, the Korea Performance Arts Pronotion Counci
(KPAPC) was established with nmenbers recomended by the Korean National Acadeny
of the Arts, a non-government organization (in accordance with article 25,

sect. 3, of the Law bearing the same nane). The new non-governnmental independent
council deliberates on the appropriateness of various art performnces, novies,
records and videos with fairness and objectivity.

435. To further pronote freedom of the arts, the Myvie Pronotion Act was
revised in April 1997 so that the previous censorship by the Performance Ethics
Council was replaced by a rating system (article 12 of KPAPC Law) nanaged by
KPAPC. Performances are rated only when they involve foreign perforners and the
audi ence includes mnors (article 14, sect. 2, Performng Arts Act). Movies are
rated according to article 12 of the same Act, and videos and records are rated
according to article 17 of the Law Coverning Records and Videos. Rating
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standards are set by the Perform ng Arts Act (art. 25, sects. 3-4) hy

determ ning whether a particular artwork (a) is conmpatible with the
Constitutional mandate for the nation's basic |aws and security and with the
orderliness requirements of public performances; (b) pronotes the nationa
identity; (c) is a good influence on children and youth; (d) pronotes purity of
famly relationships; and (f) pronotes public norals and social ethics.

(j) Prof essi onal education for artists

436. Mbst Korean universities and col |l eges have arts or arts-rel ated
departnments. As of April 1997, a total of 150 colleges had 461 arts-rel ated
departnments with 73,000 students.

437. The Korean National University of the Arts opened in 1993 to offer
under gr aduat e and graduate school courses in separate colleges of nusic, dram
filmand mutimedi a, dance, visual arts and Korean traditional arts. A total of
1,902 students were enrolled at the university in January 1998. The Misic Schoo
graduated 140 students, and the Drama School gave degrees to 22 students in
1998.

438. Three arts middle schools and 19 arts high schools are training young
artists in various disciplines.

3. Protection of intellectual property rights

(a) Laws and requlations protecting creative works

439. Article 22 of the Korean Constitution states that "the rights of authors,
i nventors, scientists, technol ogists and artists shall be protected by |aws."
Information on their protection can be found in the initial report. Excerpts of
the Copyright Laws can be found in paragraph 635 of the initial report. In 1994
and 1996, the |l aws were updated to accommodate provisions of the Trade Rel ated
Intellectual Properties (TRIPs) and the Bern Convention

440. According to article 91 of the Copyright Law, article 126 of the Patent
Law and article 25 of the Conputer Program Protection Law, the State can issue
an injunction to cease and desist frominfringing on copyrights, patent rights,
conmputer programrights, and other intellectual property rights when such

vi ol ati ons occur. Damages may be recovered through court actions (articles 93,
128 and, 27 of the | aw mentioned above), and the perpetrators can be puni shed
(articles 98, 225 and 34 of the |l aw nentioned above). The following is the
enforcenent record of the relevant | aws:

Tabl e 76: Enforcement record of intellectual property protection |aws
(unit: persons)

Anti-illegal competition )
Year Copyright laws Computer programlaws
& trademark laws

1994 3434 5623 308
1995 3393 7203 261
1996 4067 7 444 315
1997 4196 7480 1105

Source: Attorney Ceneral's Ofice.
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(b) Protection of international copyrights

441. Recogni zing the need to strengthen the protection of internationa
copyrights in light of the increasingly sophisticated duplicating technol ogies
and the rise in international exchanges between nations, the Korean Governnent
undertook a major revision of the Copyright Law in 1986. Korea joined the

Uni versal Copyright Convention and the Phonogram Convention in 1987 and as wel |
as the Bern Convention in 1996. It has faithfully been conplying with the

WO TRIPs obligations to protect intellectual property rights.

(c) Expansi on of copyright protection

442. The Korean CGovernnment has been inplenmenting a copyright registration
systemto expand the protection of copyrights. The rel evant information can be
found in paragraph 640 of the initial report. The follow ng are the registration
records:

Table 77: Registrations of copyrights by vear

(unit: No. of cases)
Year 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Registrations 203 219 373 501 353 261 271

Source: Mnistry of Culture & Tourism Copyrights Division

443. The Copyrights Law (article 78) stipulates that third party conpani es be
created to bridge the needs of the copyright holder and the user of the
copyrighted material. The main role of trustee copyrights managenent firns is to
link the two sides fairly and efficiently. As of Decenber 1997, there were three
active managenment conpani es, 102 agencies or brokers, and two copyright fees
collection firms.

444. In addition, the Governnment educates the general public on the copyrights
regul ations in cooperation with various schools, art galleries, libraries and
museuns. The Governnent regularly provides the press with information rel evant
to copyright issues, while publishing "Copyrights in Everyday Life" and ot her
brochures and i nternet home pages for maxi mum di ssem nation of information on
the topic.

4. I nternational cultural exchanges

445, As described in the initial report, the guiding principle of Korea's
i nternational cultural exchange is to benefit both parties nutually.

446. The Governnent not only initiates State-to-State cul tural exchanges but

al so encourages peopl e-to-peopl e i nterchanges by hel pi ng host internationa

per formances, exhibitions and synposiuns in the country as well as sending
Korean perforners and del egates to various overseas events. To pronote

i nternati onal exchanges, especially those by the non-governnental sector, Korea,
as of June 1997, had signed bilateral cultural agreements with 79 countries

(13 countries in Asia, 23 in the Anericas, 20 in Europe, and 23 in Africa and
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Sout h-west Asia); the nunber is still increasing. To translate the agreenents
into concrete actions, parties sponsor alternately every two or three years a
joint cultural comittee neeting. As of Decenber 1997, Korea had set up a joint
conmittee with 23 countries.

447. Korea joined UNESCO in June 1950, and set up its commission in 1954 to
pronote international exchanges in the field of education, science and ot her
cultural areas. As mentioned in the initial report, the Governnent enacted the
Law Coverning UNESCO Activities in 1963 to pronote the cause of the

or gani zati on.

448. In 1997, Korea signed a contract with Culturelink, a major internationa
cultural information network established in 1989, to set up its Asian-Pacific
regi onal centre. The regional centre project, which started in 1997, is
scheduled to finish in 1999.

449. The CGovernnent is encouraging the private sector as well as governnent
agencies to participate in the activities of various international cultura
organi zations. It is constantly striving to benefit the Korean people culturally
by conplenenting related | aws as well as maki ng and executing diverse cultura
poli ci es.

5. Application, preservation and devel opnent of science
and its popularization

450. As mentioned in paragraph 589 of the initial report, Korea has a |ong-
standing history in science and technol ogy.

451. Article 127 of the Constitution of Korea clearly states that it is the
State's duty to devel op science, technol ogy, information and human resources,
encourage innovation and establish a system of national standards. The Korean
Gover nment established the Mnistry of Science and Technology in April 1967 to
better serve the increasing need for advanced science and technol ogy. The
Mnistry's status was further strengthened in February 1998. The Mnistry of

Sci ence and Technol ogy now takes full responsibility for science and technol ogy
pl anni ng, managenment, pronotion and international cooperation

452. Korea celebrates 21 April as Science Day, a synbol of its will to further
devel op science and technol ogy and deepen awareness anong people from vari ous
wal ks of life. The Korean CGovernnment confers medals of nmerit on those who have
contributed to the devel opnent, pronotion and diffusion of science and

t echnol ogy.

453. In order to pronote research and devel opnent, the Korean Governnent
established the Korea Institute of Science and Technol ogy in 1996, and the Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and Technology in 1970, along with other
CGovernment - funded institutes specializing in shipping, electronics, energy,

st andards, nechani cal engineering, netallurgy and el ectrical -magnetic

engi neeri ng.

454. In 1973, to secure a space for science and technol ogy research, the
CGovernment constructed the Daeduck Research Science Town on 27.6 square
kil ometers adjacent to Yousung-ku, Taejon. This research conplex currently
accomodat es 7 Government institutes, 16 Governnent-funded institutes,
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8 Government -subsi di zed institutes, 25 private research institutes and 3 higher
educational institutes. Furthernore, 17,063 people reside in this conplex and
are engaged in research activities. Atotal of 16 nore institutes (3 CGovernnent-
funded institutes, 8 private research institutes, 1 Governnent-subsidi zed
institute, 2 Governnent institutes and 2 training institutes) are due to take up
resi dence there in the near future.

455. One of the nost inportant factors in science and technol ogy devel oprment is
the investnent in research and devel opnment. In 1963, GNP was 87 dollars per
capita. The annual economic growh rate was 2.2 per cent and the ratio of
research and devel oprment investment to GNP was 0.24 per cent. In 1995, these
figures increased to 10,037 dollars per capita, 8.7 per cent and 2.71 per cent
respectively.

456. In order to achieve inportant devel opnents in science and technol ogy, the
Korean Governnent is planning to raise the percentage of research and

devel opnent investnent to 5 per cent of GNP by the year 2002 according to the
express provision for reformin science and technol ogy, which was issued in July
1997, and the five-year plan for reformin science and technol ogy.

(a) Measures for preserving the natural heritage

457. As nentioned in paragraph 595 of the initial report, the Korean Government
strives to preserve the natural heritage, pronote a clean environnment, and
mai ntai n envi ronmental order and bal ance.

458. The Korean CGovernnent's effort to conduct investigations on the nationa
ecosystem and desi gnate an environmental preservation region is nentioned in
par agr aphs 596-597 of the initial report.

(b) Spread of science and technology information

459. The basic policies for building up an information distribution systemis
menti oned i n paragraphs 599-600 of the initial report.

460. The Korea Institute of Industry and Technol ogy Information (KIN TI) was
established in 1991. Its nandate is to promote the spread of industria

technol ogy. The major functions of the Institute are to collect, anal yse and
process industrial technology information. Based on its own database, it has
built an information network for scientific technol ogy (KREONET) to operate the
servi ce.

461. Efforts to pronote the diffusion of information is mentioned in paragraphs
601-602 of the initial report. As mentioned in paragraph 603 of the initia
report, the Covernnent conducts various measures, such as briefings on
technol ogy policy trends, to pronmpote science and technol ogy.

(c) Prevention of the use of technical achievenents to infringe rights

462. Efforts to prevent the negative side effects generated fromthe
i ntroduction of new technology is nentioned in paragraphs 604-606 of the initia
report.
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6. Science education and technol ogy devel opnent pronpti on

463. Sci ence education and technol ogy devel opment pronotion, guaranteed in the
Constitution and the law, is nmentioned in paragraphs 607-608 of the initia
report.

(a) Measures for education and training of manpower

464. Sci ence high schools were established by the Government to provide
pragmati c sci ence education. The 15 science high schools had 3,845 students as
at Decenber 1997. Mst of the graduates of these high schools continue their
studies at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technol ogy (KAI ST).
Founded pursuant to the KAI ST Act (31 Decenber 1980), the Institute ainms to
produce quality scientists who are capable of applying theory to practical use.
It also focuses on providing science and technol ogy experts for md- and | ong-
termresearch and devel opment programmes. The resulting academ c degrees from
KAI ST are as follows :

Tabl e 78: KAI ST academi c _degrees

(nunmber of persons)

Degree up to 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 Total
Master's 7577 623 658 658 708 10 369
Ph.D 1693 318 308 329 354 3001

Source: Technol ogy Pronotion Division, Mnistry of Science and
Technol ogy.

(b) Cultivating science-oriented mnds in youth

465. The Governnment's efforts to run the National Science Museum for educating
and spreadi ng know edge about science and technology is nmentioned in

par agraph 675 of the initial report. 175 scientists and 78,000 students
participated in this project in 1997.

(c) Supporting private firms for their technol ogical devel opnent

466. To foster a favourabl e atnosphere for technol ogi cal devel opment by private
firmse and to strengthen the conpetitiveness of firms, the Governnent is
i mpl enenting the follow ng policies:

(a) Preferential taxation. The Government grants a 5 per cent tax
deduction (15 per cent for small firmowners; 10 per cent for investors who
invest in small firns) on the amount of noney invested annually in technol ogy
and manpower devel opnent by private firns. Goods inported by R & D |labs or the
associ ation of technol ogical research for research and devel opnment are exenpted
fromtariffs;

(b) Fi nanci al support. In accordance with article 8, clause 3, of the
Technol ogy Devel opnent Promption Act, the Governnent supports the devel opnent of
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core industrial technologies by private firnms which have difficulties in
devel opi ng technol ogy al one.

Table 79: Governnent support for R & D projects in individual fields
up to 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 Total
Amount of research funding * 7740 1703 2098 2467 2893 3354 20255
Government 4463 1070 1300 1002 1461 2000 11 496
Private firms 3097 633 798 1445 1432 1354 8759
Number of projects 4873 671 892 1375 1160 1264 10 235
Number of participating firms 1713 269 457 519 784 815 4557
* in hundred mllion won.
Not e: Statistical figures up to 1995 include investnent in basic
sci ence.
Sour ce: The Yearbook of Science and Technol ogy, Mnistry of Science and
Technol ogy, 1996

467. Wth shared research and devel opment support fromthe Governnent, a tota
of 10,235 projects were conpleted as of 1995. O the 3,162 projects intended for
comerci alization, 30 per cent (947 projects) were successfully conpleted. The
representative projects intended for comercialization are polyester film |ead
frame 4M 16M DRAM and intelligent robots. As a result of these successfu
projects, 226 billion won in technical royalties were collected and reinvested
in R & D projects.

7. Scientific research and creative activity

468. As mentioned in paragraph 616 of the initial report, the Korean
Constitution states that the freedom of scientific research and creative
activity shall be protected by |aw.

469. Measures for the support of research institutes are the sane as the ones
menti oned i n paragraph 681 of the initial report. The Government provides
financial support to research institutes which enploy 8,141 people. The

Gover nment provided these institutes with 757.8 billion won in 1996 and

923.7 billion won in 1997.

470. To elevate the research capability of researchers,
experi ence from advanced countries, the Governnent
hol d Ph.D. degrees to research |abs or
study tours.

and to gain research
i s sending researchers who
uni versities in advanced countries for

Tabl e 80: Study tours

Source:

Foundat i on.

(nunmber of persons)
Year Universities Research labs Industries Total
1982-1995 1662 429 24 2115
1996 201 57 8 266
Overseas Study Tour for Post-Doctoral Courses,

Kor ea Sci ence
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471. The guarantee of the right to informati on exchange provided in the
Constitution is nentioned in paragraphs 620-621 of the initial report.

472. There are about 250 academ c societies formed to exchange academ c

achi evenents anong scientists. In 1996, 777 acadenmic journals were published.
The Governnent offered 1.3 billion won to support the publication of journals
and 5 hundred mllion won for 328 scientific nmeetings.

473. Korean acadenmic groups are active in international scientific exchanges.
They have published 99 journals in English. The Government has provided

180 mllion won to those societies which participate in internationa
activities.

474. Mbst institutes which are engaged in scientific research and creative
activity have their own unions. The institutes support the unions by providing
of fice roonms, manpower and vehicles in order to enhance their working

condi tions.

8. Future donestic policy

475. On 1 July 1997 the Government established the Special Law for Science and
Technol ogy I nnovation in order to advance Korea in the ranks of industrialized
nations. This |law consists of 19 articles and 6 articles of the additiona
statement, including an article about the increase in the Governnent's

i nvestment in research and devel opnent, and will remain in force for five years
as a tenporary law. It focuses on the construction of a scientific technol ogy

i nnovati on system the increase in investnment in research and devel opnment, the
escal ation of efficiency of investnment in research and devel opnent, the
enforcenent of support to basic research, the globalization and |ocalization of
sci ence and technol ogy, the pronotion of conmunal research and devel opnent

bet ween i ndustries and universities, the support for the technol ogica

devel opnent of small and nedi umsized industries, the favorable treatnent given
to scientific technol ogists and the pronoti on of science and technol ogy in
gener al

476. The Republic of Korea will fulfil its responsibility to pronote
internationalization of its activities in science and technol ogy and enhance its
role to develop international science and technol ogy by way of internationa
cooperation with international organizations such as EU, UNDP and OECD.

9. International science and technol ogy exchanges

477. Science and technol ogy exchanges with advanced nations is nentioned in
par agraph 625 of the initial report. Since 1980, Korea has signed 45 science and
technol ogy rel ated agreements with industrialized countries.

478. Since the 1950s, the United Nations has played a major role in providing
aid to Korea. In the fourth cycle of the UNDP projects (1987-1991), 30 projects,
i ncl udi ng technol ogi cal devel opment, training of manpower and social welfare,
were conpleted with 12.85 mllion dollars provided by the UNDP and

540,000 dollars by Korea. In the fifth cycle (1992-1996), the projects centred
on the fields of environnment, manpower devel opnent and women's participation in
society. In carrying out these projects, UNDP s financial support was decreased
to 4.92 mllion dollars, while Korea's share was, remarkably, raised to
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9 mllion dollars, in accordance with its outstanding econom ¢ and socia

devel opnent. Al so, Korea has participated in the various specialist groups such
as the OECD Committee for Scientific and Technical Policy neetings, since it
became its nenber in Septenber 1994. Al so since becom ng a regular nenber nation
of the OECD in December 1996, Korea has actively cooperated with other nations
by hosting the OECD Seoul Conference on International Technol ogy Cooperation in
Cct ober 1997 and by | eading an CECD task (research on the national innovation
systemin devel oping countries). Korea will take part in the

i nternationalization of industrial research, intellectual copyright and

t echnol ogi cal progranmmes.

479. Korea will actively participate in regional cooperation projects, taking
into account that many devel oping countries may want to |l earn fromKorea's
experiences in the process of econom c and soci al devel opment. Korea will also
pronote cooperation in science and technology with devel opi ng countries by

di spatching specialists to international organizations under the auspices of
United Nations bodies such as ESCAP

480. Korea is now contributing to the achi evement of prosperity in the Asian-
Paci fic region by designating and pronoting joint projects to increase

i nformati on and human resource exchanges at the APEC Worki ng Group Conference of
I ndustrial Science and Technol ogy. Korea hosted the second APEC Sci ence and
Technol ogy Conference of Mnisters in Novenber 1996 in Seoul to discuss the
devel opnent and exchange of creative researchers in science and technol ogy and
proposed to host the APEC Youth Science Festival in order to nourish the
creativity of our youth. APEC supported Korea's proposal

481. Since the early 1960s, the Korean Governnent has cooperated with other
devel oping countries in the fields of science and technol ogy by offering
training programes for personnel from devel opi ng countries and subsequently
sendi ng experts to those countries. Korea believes it is useful to pronote
cooperation with devel opi ng countries because there are many skills and
experiences that Korea can share.

482. From 1963 to 1990, Korea invited 3,809 trainees from ot her devel opi ng
countries and sent 436 experts to those countries at a cost of 14.1 billion won.
In 1991 the Korean Governnent established KO CA (Korea International Cooperation
Agency) as an affiliate of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, which is
in charge of the Government's overseas technol ogy aids projects. Every year
Korea invites 1,000 trainees from other devel oping countries and di spatches

80 specialists to those countries.

483. Also, since 1994, the Korean Governnent has operated the Post-Doctoral Aid
Project for scientists from devel opi ng countries. Scientists from devel opi ng
countries who have doctorates are provided with the opportunity to gain
experience in high technology at universities and research institutes.

Tabl e 81: Post-Doctoral Aid Project

1994 1995 1996 1997 Total

Number of countries 8 8 8 15 39

Number of participants 12 24 25 33 94
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484. Korea is interested in international joint research to strengthen its
research capabilities. From 1985 through 1997, a total of 906 projects at a cost
of 53.7 billion won were conducted wi th advanced nations |ike Japan, the Russian
Federation, the United States and Germany. Since the early 1990s, Korea has
established 9 research institutes in the United Kingdom Germany, the Russian
Federation and China to carry out efficient joint research and runs

19 institutes including contact offices and cooperation centres.

485. In 1997, a total of 149 projects were conducted at a cost of 8.3 billion
won, including 27 projects were conducted with the United States in such fields
as information technol ogy, precision chem stry and nucl ear power; 31 projects
with Japan in such fields as information technol ogy, machine materials and
precision chem stry; 9 projects with Gernmany in such fields as |asers, precision
engi neering and new materials; 3 projects with France in such fields as new

mat eri al s, aerospace and genetic engineering; 11 projects with the Russian
Federation in such fields as new materials, precision chem stry and nechani cs;
16 projects with China in such fields as environment, information and

el ectronics; and 2 projects with APEC in such fields as oceanography.

486. Various forms of cooperation are being carried out through sem nars,

wor kshops and synposi a held by international bodies |ike the Col onbo Plan, the
Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi zation, the Economc
and Social Comm ssion for Asia and the Pacific, the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations, the Industrial Devel opment Organization, the
United Nations International Mnetary Fund and the International Labour

Organi zation. In order to strengthen cooperation with internationa

organi zati ons, the Korean Governnent donates 3.5 nillion dollars a year to UNDP
and 700,000 dollars a year to ESCAP through the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and
Tr ade.



